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Kabariti-Sharu cjcdhiangc views 

BARCE^^^ (Petra) — ForeiBg Minitter Abdxil Karim Al 
jUbuw nd Tnoday be had i feamby meeting with h« Syrian 
oegtsteiparc Parouq / j Sham oa dinereacci betwcco Jordan aad 
S^^Deaent^^ meeting as good aad objective. Mr.Kahanti 
mid toe two ades were able to exchange views oa differnwes 
wbieli sotfMcd betweea (be two eountoes, after Jordao aaed a 
p tfWPew y ™ Israel Iasi year, ”Wc decided to bmki on poinis 
(if apeoPf W «*» » work bard to prevent poiois of dbagrtKmcm 
oe several very unplc issues to add to tbe drff>r eA»es " Sb 
Kibanti praised **tbe positive oODteot and eoodlUtocy tooe** trf 
din qwoehes delivexed by the foreign tnioistets of Syrian aad Isi^ 
g t the E uto«Mediterranean conferenoe. Mr. Kabahti also 
snpf^ of Emop^ mopouls, as preseoled by France. He said 
ibc Unob two showed flexibility aad leadims to offer a oew 
initteive b the peace negoiiadoas between the Jewisfa sure and 
$yria and that the Syrian response to Israel wis very positive. 
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EU, Mediterranean 
countries agree to 
widen cooperation 

Barcelona Declaration sets out 
clear mechanisms, parameters for 
strengthened regional interaction 

Document adopted 
after solving row on 
definition of terrorism 


CoBtbiaed tgatcy d^yfehes 

ministers from the 
European Union (EU) and 
its Medtierrancaa neighboun 
oa Tuesday overcanie penas- 
tern probiems and adt^ed a 
landmark cooperation pact at 
(he end of the Baiuekma 
oonference. 

The closed'door session 
was delayed by more than 
two hours as EU negotiators 
held lasi-minnie talks to re- 
solve a row between Isrul 
aad Syria over the dedara- 
don's clauses on te r rori sm 
and nuclear weapons (see 
separate story). 

But no counoy used its 
ri^t to voice reservations 
when (he document was read 
out in the closing ceremony. 

Spanish Foreign Minister 

(Continued on page 7) 


From Chalfak .Ahil 
in Barodona 

THE NON-CONTEN- 
TIOUS definition to terror- 
ism nanowly overcame the 
problem in the flnal Barcelo- 
na Declaration which was 
issued by foreign ministers of 
12 Mediterranean and the IS 
European Union (EU) coun- 
tries Sunday afternoon. 

The declaration started 
that “fighting terrorism will 
have to be a priority for ail 
parties.'* 

To strengthen cooperation 
among police, judicial and 


other authonties, it said, offi- 
cials will meet periodically 
and will consider stepping up 
exchange of information and 
improving extradition proce- 
dures. 

These meetings, however, 
“wtU be organised with due 
regard for the need for a 
dinerentiated approach that 
takes into account the di- 
versity of the situation in 
each country." 

Unlike other issues which 
won a consensus by all par- 
ries. terrorism was regarded 

(CtmtiDiKd on page 7) 


Katyushas, car-bomb, Israeli 
warning hike Lebanon tension 


Pt'RE (Agencies) — Hizbol- 
lah guerrillas rained a bar- 
rage of Katyusha rockets on 
northern Israel on Tuesday 
wounding eight people and 
causing heavy damage in the 
most serious attack in six 
months. 

Israeli warplanes retaliated 
by blasting Katyusha launch 
pad sites in South Lebanon. 

A senior Hiabollah official 
was meanwhile killed in a 
carhombing blamed on 
Israel. 

The attacks triggered 
warning from Israeli Prime 
.Minister Shimon Peres to 
Syria. 

“We have warned the Sy- 
rians and we will draw our 
oVi'n conclusions from the 
situation that has been cre- 
ated," the new prime minis- 
ter and defence minister told 
journalists as he toured 
Kiryat Shmona, the main 
target of the attacks. 

“We know that there is a 


Syrian mfliury presence in 
Lebanon and believe that 
Damascus must act to put the 
brakes on Hizboilah." 

Nine salvos of rockets 
crashed into the border re- 
gion and caused serious dam- 
age os they slammed into the 
town of Kjryat Shmona, in a 
strike claimed by the Iranian- 
backed Hizboilah to avenge 
Israeli attacks on Lebanon. 

He said the rocket anacks 
v^ere contrary to Syrian calls 
for peace. Damascus has sig- 
nalled in the past week that it 
is ready to resume negotia- 
tions which broke down in 
June. 

“We consider what the 
Hizboilah did yesterday and 
today as very serious. The 
aim was to kill people. Fortu- 
nately there were no victims, 
but it was still extremely se- 
riou-s,” Mr. Peres said. 

“Israel will act on its part 
to ensure its security." 

“Hizboilah has decided to 


play~with Jice.jOncejnore it 
has shown that there is no 
government worthy of the 
name in Lebanon able to deal 
with the essential questions 
of security," Mr. Peres said. 

“Isruers warnings to 
Damascus are usually trans- 
mitted via (he United 
States," he said. “Israel is not 
interested in any escalation 
either verbal or in any other 
way." 

Deputy Foreign Minister 
Eli Dayan called on Syria and 
Lebanon to exert pressure on 
the Hizboilah to stop the 
anacks. 

“We demand that the Sy- 
rians and the Lebanese act 
immediately to end these 
attacks, as Israel renews its 
efforts to relaunch the discus- 
sions with Syria." 

Earlier, Foreign Minister 
Ehud Barak had cleared 
Syria of blame saying: 

(Coatfaroed on page 7) 


gnes® 

jiboys 

FP-' ^ -I'- 

rP; 

iF 

SfiF 

jticJ tlJ-’ 
i W iin-- 


Israelis rocket W.Bank 
house to kill Palestinian 

DEIR SAMIT, occupied 
West Bank (AFP) — Israeli 
troops on ITiesday IdUed a 
member of the militant wing 
of Hamas firing an anti-tank 
r^et at his West Bank hide- 
out after a siege, miltu^ and 
PalestiniaD sources said. 

Abdul Karim Massalmeh, 

38, a leading member of rite 
Izzedin AI Qassam, the 
armed wing of Hamas, had 
been wanted by the security 
services, Israeli radio said, 

Tte bouse in the village of 
Oeir Samit near the West 
Bank town of Hebron was 
destroyed by an anti-tank 
rocket fired by the Israeli 
soldiers, and Massabneh’s 
body was foond in the ruins. 

Massalmeh had been ac- 
cusal of seriously wounding 
BO Braeli soldier on May 7 
and of killing several Palesii- 
aUns whom be suspected of 
being Israeli collaborators, 
an army spokesman said. 

"He did not respond to our 
orders. So we evacuated all 
die neighbouiing houses and 
ope^ fire," he said. 

Macnltn eh had tried tO 
fiiee the scene after being 
gutted by soldiers who sur- 
rounded the house and 
broi^t in bulldozers, after 
se afing the area at dawn, the 
anw said. 

- Tk Israeli military has led 
B relentless manhunt to track 
down members of the Iwcdin 
Al Qassam. 

Massalmeh was the 11th 
tnOj^t from the group to be 
kU in (be Hebron region, a 
Hamas siraighold, since the 
riait of die year. Soldiers 


have often used anti-tank 
rackets to pummel their hide- 
outs. 

The Israeli army b due to 
evacuate six Palestinian 
towns on the West Bank be- 
fore the end of the year to 
allow self-rule elections to 
take place in January. But 
troops are to keep posts in 
Helton to protect 400 set- 
tlers. 

Police hi KnlkQyn 

A convoy of the first 15 
armed Palestinian police 
officers arrived in Kalldlya 
Tuesday to help prepare for 
the spread of self-rule and the 
withdrawal of Israeli troops 
from West Bank town. 

Dresed in olive-green mil- 
liiary unif orms and armed 
with pistols and assault rifles, 
the IS arrived in K^kUya 
from Che self-ruled enclave of 
Jeri^ on board six Palcsri- 
nxan military vehicles and two 
jeq», witnesses said. 

They held immediate talks 
with Israeli mlitary leaders to 
prepare for the troop with- 
drawal and deployment of 
Palestinian police after 28 
years of occupation. 

General Ziad Al Atrash, a 
Palestiman represenutive of 
the joint Israeli-Palesiinian 
liaison committee, said the 
irithdrawal would be oom- 
pieied by Dec. 12. 

Some 400 Palestinian 
police will eventually take 
control of the town of 30,000 
residents Just one kilocnetre 

(Continued on page 7) 


Colonies 
could be 
annexed 
- Beilin 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — An Israeli 
minbter said on Tuesday he 
was in favour of annexing 
major areas on the West 
Bank where the largest Jew- 
ish settlements are based. 

Yossi Beilin, a minbter 
without portfoUo entrusted 
with helping to steer the 
peace negodaiions, said ihe 
next round of talks between 
Israel and the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
could lead to on annexation 
of the largest West Bank 
settlements. 

The two sidtt are due to 
open talks in May on the final 
status of the territories and 
East Jerusalem. 

But Mr. Beilin warned the 
Palestinians had to "take 
account of the reality on the 
ground" in the West Bonk 
where some 140,000 settlers 
live. 

"As part of the framework 
for the final status of the 
occupied territories I believe 
we can reach an accord where 
the majority of the settlers 
will stay in the settlements. 
The regions where they live 
wilt be annexed by Israel and 
will become part of the terri- 
tory under Israel's sovereign- 
ty." be told the radio. 

(Contiimed on page 7) 



Spjin'ii King |uort Orlos and Queen Sofia with Palestinian leader Vasser .A.rafat 
and fiireign ministers of 26 European Union and .Mediterranean countries which 
participated in Ihe Barcelona conference which ended Tuesday (A^ photo) 

Euro-Med conference reflected 
MENA summit efforts - Regent 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown' 
Prince Hasson, the Regent, 
on Tuesday described the 
European Mediterranean 
conference, which concluded 
in Barcelona Tuesday, as an 
extension of “the eoUeaive 
effort of the 63 nationalities 
which contributed to the suc- 
cess of the Amman economic 
summit." 

Speaking after chairing a 
Cabinet session. Prince Has- 
son said he was able during 
his recent visit to Luxem- 
bourg to get familiarised with 
developments in the Euro- 
Mediterranean dialogue. 

Prince Hassan, who was 
briefed at the session by Fi- 
nance Minister Basel Jar- 
danch on the 1996 draft fiscal 
bud^t, commended the eco- 
nomic reform programme 


and said the Kingdom was on 
the right track in restructur- 
ing its economy. 

International evaluation of 
this restructuring program- 
me, the Prince said, attests to 
the fact that "we reached the 
threshold of ending with- 
out resorting to foreign ex- 
penditures." 

The Regent said he was 
hopeful that the government 
would be able to strike a 
balance between the avail- 
able resources and the needs 
of citizens and minbrries. 

“I believe, thank God. that 
we are on the right track, but 
what is important is to ex- 
plain such matters to citizens, 
and 1 am fully confident in 
the council of ministers in thb 
regard,” 

Prince Hassan told the 
press after the meeting that it 


was difficult for him to judge 
the draft fiscal budget, 
adding that it will be discus- 
sed extensively in the coining 
few days. 

Before the start of the 
Cabinet session. Prince Has- 
san had a meeting with Prime 
Minbter Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker and dbcussed with 
him "a number of important 
issues," Jordan Television re- 
ported. 

JTV said the meeting fo- 
cused on the fiscal budget. 

Mr. Jardaneh told the 
Crown Prince that the budget 
was the outcome of five years 
of continued efforts in im- 
plementing tile economic re- 
form programme. 

He said this budget does 
not include any deficit when 
foreign assistance b taken 
into consideration. 


Christopher plans shuttle, Syria 
says after Sharaa-Barak exchange 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher will embark 
on a tour of the Middle East 
next month, aiming to re- 
launch Isnicli-Syrian peace 
talks, official newspapers said 
here Tuesd.Ty. 

“Mr. Chrbtopher will set 
off for the region after the 
visit of Israeli Prime Minbter 
Shimon Peres to Washington, 
scheduled for Dec. 1 1 .” said 
the daily Tlshrin. 

Tishrin, responding to 
Israeli Foreign Minister Ehud 
Barak's appeal for peace at 
the Euro- Mediterranean con- 
ference in Barcelona on 
Monday, said: “Words are 
not enough and have to be 
trandated into action." 

The Israeli-Syrian peace 
process has been staiM for 
five months because of differ- 


ences over secunty arrange- 
ments in case of an Israeli 
withdrawal from the strategic 
Golan Heights. 

The U.S. administration, 
chief sponsor of the .Middle 
East peace process, 
announced last Friday that 
Mr. Peres would \*isi: the 
White House on Dec. 11 to 
discuss ways of making prog- 
ress in the negotiations. 

The daily Yediot Aharonot 
reported Tuesday Israel's 
coordinator of the peace 
negotiations. Uri Savir, has 
held secret top-level talks 
with a Syrian official over the 
past few days. 

It said Mr. Savir and the 
“high-iever’ Syrian offirial 
who was not named held 
“long dheusaons" in a Euro- 
pean capital to try to find a 
way of kick starting the peace 


talks between the two coun- 
tries. 

Mr. Savir, director general 
of the foreign ministry, re- 
fused to comment on the 
report from Barcelona where 
he is taking pan in the 
European- Mediterranean 
conference. 

Foreign Minister Barak 
stole the show at the opening 
of the conference on Monday 
when he turned to face his 
Syrian counterpart, Farouk 
iM Sharaa, and told him: 
“Let's make peace.” 

But Israel was reported to 
be disappointed by the reply 
from Mr. Sharaa, who said: 
“If General Barak b serious 
in what he said about peace, 
Syria b ready to offer foil 
peace in return for a full 

(Continued on page 7) 


Wasfi Tal remembered 
as visionary, pragmatist 


By Sa*eda KUani 
Special to ihe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — There b no 
doubt that the policies of 
former Prime Minister Wasfi 
Tal might not have been 
appreciated in the 1960s, or 
were even abhorred and dis- 
missed by certain factions as 
anti-Palestinian. However, 
Palestinians and Jordanians 
agree that he was a man of 
vision. 

“Twenty four years have 
passed after the martyrdom 
of Wasfi Tal... but he is still 
remembered as a man of free 
and outspoken mind," said 
Speaker of the Upper House 
of Parliament Ahmad Lawzi, 
deputising for His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, at a national seminar 
attended by Prime Minbter 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, for- 
mer prime ministers, sena- 
tors, deputies, and a host of 
Jordanian politicians and 
ordinary people, 

Mr. Lawzi's comments 
were followed by speeches 
by Minister of Culture Samir 
Habashneh and several other 
senators and umvetsipr pro- 
fessors who revealed, in their 
short studies on the life of the 



Wasfi Tal 

prime minister, who was 
assassinated in Cairo in 1971, 
the different sides to the con- 
troversial figure who made a 
significant impact on Jordan's 
future ana Jordanian- 
Palestinian relations. 

While some researchers 
saw Mr. Tal’s thought and 
policies as highly rigid, espe- 
cially in terms of human 
rights and democracy or even 
the Palestinian issue, others 
described him as a man who 
had fervently fought in 
favour of the Palestinian 


cause but who was mbunder- 
stood. 

“He fought with hb pen. 
But he also engaged in the 
battle and was wounded for 
the sake of Palestine," pro- 
fessor Ghazi Rabab’ab said. 
“Hb role in the 1970 events b 
controversial in the sense 
that it was not decided 
whether it had negative or 
positive impact on the 
Palestinian cause... But hb 
poHtica] thought was com- 
pletely in favour of the 
Palestinian issue." 

Wasfi Tal was bom in 1919 
in Oiyarbakir in southern 
Turkey to a Jordanian poet 
and man of letters. He stu- 
died at the Salt secondary 
school in Jordan and pursued 
higher education at the 
American University of 
Beirut (AUB) in physics and 
chemis^. But be showed 
tremendous interest in phi- 
losophy and history, hb con- 
temporaries say. 

The late prime muuster 
worked as a teacher in Karak 
and Salt and joined the Brit- 
bh army in 1^2. In 1947, he 
joined the Salvation Army 
(hat was formed in Syria. He 

(Cooiiniied on page 7) 


King thanks 
government 
and people 

.AMMAN (Petra) ~ Hb 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Tuesday expressed thanks 
and appreciation to Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker and the Cabinet 
ministers for their congra- 
tulations and best wbhes 
on hb 60ih birthday. 

In a cable. King Hus- 
sein thanked the prime 
miruster and the gi^'ern- 
ment for their continuous 
concern to advance the 
I country's democratic 
! march and uphold the 
I message of the Great 
> .Arab Revolt, and stressed 
I his commitment to safe- 
guard the country's 

(Cooiizincd on page 1) 



Sharif Zeid reaffirms 
respect for opinion but 
not association politics 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker reaffirmed Tuesday 
that the government is not 
against anyone who harbours 
riews different from its own 
but it does not approve of the 
professional associations de- 
bating from its mandate and 
real objectives. 

Stressing that the associa- 
tions will continue to be free 
in a free country, he said thb 
concept constitutes the basb 
of the government's policies. 
But he added that unions 
should direct their anemions 
to the development of union 
work and to raising the stan- 
dard of their members. 

Speaking at a meeting in 
hb office with a group of 
enginecTs from Maan Gov- 


ernorate, Sharif Zeid said the 
government “does not accept 
a situation in which union 
leaders exploit union activi- 
ties as a means to achieve 
political gains; nor will the 
government allow unionists 
to import and adopt political 
views from outside Jordan." 

“We can not allow anyone 
to harm or offend or be'linie 
the achievements of the 
Kingdom, which had faced 
hardships and was able, 
under His Majesty King Hus- 
sein's leadership and through 
the efforts of Jordanian peo- 
ple, to overcome the prolv 
lems and to build a model 
state ini^red in their efforts 
and their endeavours by the 
principles enshrined in the 
(Omtinued oo p^ 7) 


Serbs shift tactics 
after U.S. moves 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
Bosnian Serbs on Tuesday 
backtracked from warnings 
that a N.ATO-led peacekeep- 
ing operation in Bosnia could 
lead to bloodshed following 
President Bill Clinton's 
appeal to .Americans to back 
U.S participation. 

Bosnian Serb “President" 
Radovan Karadzic told 
in his govemmeni seat of 
Pale: “If American troops 
come here in a friendly man- 
ner, they will find Serbs 
friendly... if foreign troops 
behave completely impaniaj- 
ly, they will find friends." 

Hb statement contrasted 
with earlier threats of car- 
nage, NATO casualties going 
home in body bags and a 
prolonged struggle which 
would turn Sarajevo into 


another Beirut. 

Mr. Karadzic said Serbs 
wanted a peaceful solution to 
their demand to keep sectors 
of Sarajevo, where they have 
always lived, but are due to 
be placed under Bosnian gov- 
ernment control. 

In Washington, Mr. Qin- 
ton was meeting leaders of 
the Republican-led U.S. 
Congress, which is hostile to 
the planned deployment of 
20,000 U.S. troops, with an 
appeal to exert American 
leadership. 

He had the encouragement 
of a snap opinion poll by 
CNN a^er be made a tele- 
vised speech on Monday, 
which showed a shifr in 
favour of U.S. participation 

(Continned mi page 7) 
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Home & Middle East News 


JCMDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, 



Former 

Afghan 

president 

leaves 

rebel 

alliance 


PESHAWAR (R) -7 A 
former Afj^ian presMfent 
has redgned firom a rebel 
allian ce be led, accudng 
coUe^iies of holding sec- 
ret contacts with the 
Alihan goveramentjpar- 
ty somces said on Toes- 
day. 


The somces, quoted by 
the Afghan Isliuidc Press, 
said SAgbatnllah Mojad- 
didi, wto was president 
for a few months after the 
overtbffow of communist 
president, Najibnllah in 
19^, had quit as 
hrad of the four-party 
Supreme Coordination 
Coimcfl. 

A ^kesman for the 
oppositfon Kezb-e-islami 
faction said alliance mem- 
bers were to bold 
emeigeaqr talks in the 
Pakistani of Peshawar 
ialer on Tuesday to dis- 
cuss the resignation. 

Sources in Mojaddi^'s 
small Jabha-e-Nijat-e- 
MDH party said he had 
heei] an^red by reports 
that alliance members had 
held s ecret talle* widi die 
Skbul government M ^ 
President Bnrhannddin 

Ra hhani and hi« mtlitai y 

chief Ahmad Shah 
Masood. 


The sources said Mr. 
Rabbani and Mr. Masood 
were trying to peisuuie 
opposition factions to 
thJm again«tf Taliban mili- 
tia which has been besieg- 
ing Kabul dnce early 
Sepfember. 

They said Kabul gov- 
ernment emissaries had 
held separate talks witti 
Hczb-e-lslami leader Gnl- 
buddin Hekmatyar and 
Abdul Karim Khalili, 
leader of the Stu’ite Mus- 
lim Hczb-e-Wahdat fac- 
tkm, and had mude-ovcgr- 
tnres to former cammun- 
ist warlord General Abdul 
Rashid Dostnm.s 


Heidt-c-IsIami ^kefr- 
man Ustad Saeed told 
Reuters toat the alliance 
had asked Mr. Mojaddi- 
di*s younger brother 

Hach nu rtnllab fO try tO 

convince the elderly lead- 
er to diange his mind. 

**The charge that 
Masood's envoy met Hek- 
matyar is basdess,” Kfr. 
SaeM said. ^'Ihere have 
been insignificant amtacts 
with Ratoani officials at a 
lower level in (die eastern 
Afi^ian dty oQ Jalalabad 
. How can we talk with 
someone who is collaps- 
ing? 


*‘We hope Mojadrfi^ 
wOl not leave tte alliance 
at diis difficult time,” Mr. 
&eed added. 

Afghan government 
officials said on Monday 
they were in tondi with 
oppositioD factions, bnt 
did not state toe ootcome, 
U.N. offidals also say 
the Kabul government has 
been engaged in intenave 
diptomaCy to try to enlist 
its in the fij^t against 
toe Talibans. 


Gen. Dostum said last 
monto that he was testst- 
ing pressur e ftxmi Uzbe- 
k&an, Rusda and Iran to 
ally with the government 
to thwart the advandng 
religious student militia. 


Supporters of an unidentified candidate for Wednesday's parliamentary elections in Egypt clap and shout 
slogans from a pick-up truck cruising through a Cairo street during a cssapsign lonx lAPP photo) 


The camel races against the car in 
Egyptian parliamentary elections 


CAIRO (AFP) — When 
Egyptians go to tiie polls on 
Wednesday for iMulative 
ele^ioiis, many tDem will 
not be foo^-over canqnign 
symbds. 

Each of die 4,040 canto- 
dates has one of 99 symbols 
assigned to him to allow tbe 
largely iOfterate popnladoa 
to recognise their favonrite 
on ^ ballot 

Bat after die rnfingNation- 
al Democratic Party (NDlp 
sasroed iqi what are consi- 
dered tbe two best symbds 
— tbe crescent moon and toe 
camel — for its cantodates, 
oppootion parties cried fold. 

Opposhioa leaders in die 
race then struck deals to co- 
sore the best of tbe remaimng 
symbols for themselves, 
Sokhnan Shafiq, a member 
of an indqieDdeiit watdidog 
team, told AFP. 

Tbiis, the head of the liber- 
al Wafil took a car, toe leader 
of the Marxist Tagmnmn got 
a boat and the Islamist 
Labonr Party preadent a 
'.star.' 1' 

Bnt die 'state oommissioa 


ample by pving the Islamic 
cantodate Add Hnsaem the 


gim symbol as a.hmt at Mas- 
fin milfhwiBL ” Mr. Shafiq sad. 

Tbe symbols are sup posed 
to be doh ftxHD a set list by 
order of toe candidate's reg- 
istration m their district. 


Amid criticism of die NDP 
monopoly on the crescent 
and canel, triudi tc^ tbe list, 
toe Interior NCmstiy passed 
mstructioDS mid-way throng 
the campaign that candidates 
coidd dumge symbols if they 
wished. 

Hopeftils seek to avoid 
rnnuune hems that voters 
ought mode, sach as the fish, 
the fMil or the coffeepot. 

Another sensitive sign is 
die bkyde, whidh in some 
forms of Egyptian slang 
means “homaiexual.” 


“No doubt toe symbob and 
their order affect the eboioe 
of oneducated voters who are 
used to considexing tbe best 
comes at toe of the Ib^** 
Ahmad Nag), an expert with 
the A1 Ahram Centre for 
Pditical Studies, sakL 
Egypt's illitei^ rate is 
estimated at 50 per cent, 
according to government sta- 
tistics. 


system first created in 1976, 
saying **erefa party shoold be 
a permanent qmibol 
vtokb it can dioose ilsdf to 
guarantee equal chances.” 
When the mnlti-party sys- 
tem was officially adimtedin 
1984, each party tod nave a 
qrmbol: the crescent for the 
fwP, the date palm for tbe 
Wafd, toe watdi for toe 
Tasammn and tbe star for 


“The government mono- 
potised toe two ^ symbols 
and so seem nnified, while 
tile (^posi ti on must make a 
lot of effiart to have people 
know dieir symbob,” Mr. 
Nap said. 

He pointed out that tbe 
N^r& Party has more than 
40 ca^dates triio are repre- 
sented by 18 diffei ent sym- 
bob. 


that dbtributes the signs “ex- 
ploits them politically, Ah' ex- 


Moslim Brotherhood 
candidate Ahmad Seif A1 
T«l«nn Hassan A1 ^tanna said 
he delayed hb registration to 
get a good symbto: “I would 
nave got tiie fish. I cannot be 
represented a fish.” 

He finally reqdved the 
scales — “of Jbstioe,” he 
said. 


“Before tire 19^ Revoln- 
tion, peasants knew the par- 
ties 1^ their leaders, soeb as 
Saad Zag^nl of the Wafd 
and Mostapha Kamel of tbe 
National Party,” Mr. Shafiq 
said. 

Mohammad A1 Sakhawi, a 
Labour Party official, called 
for a reform in the symbob 


Tbe crescent moon, a qrn> 
bol of Elam, b ai«ft sgnifi- 
cant for voters becanse ft and 
the cross were symbob of tbe 
1919 Revohition “re^esent- 
ing the nniQr of Musmns and 
Christians against British 
ocoqiation,” Mr. N^ said. 

TIm date pahn B a common 
poetic i^bol for DObQity 
and tradition. 

But Mr. Nagi said in die 
end symbols were not tbe 
opposition’s main problem in 
attracting voters. 

He blamed “the parties” 
feUnre to put forward dearly 
tostingnisbed frfatfonns and 
slc^ans to face the NDP, 
whose candidates can lean on 
tbe government’s accooH 
pUshments.” 


Fez hat becomes an issue in Egyptian polls 


CAIRO (AFP) — With 
campaigns to dedare toe 
fez the national hat or to 
reunify Egypt and Sudan, 
Egypt's tiny political parties 
are trying to make their 
voice beaid in Wednesday’s 
parliamentary election. 

Small parties, mostly new 
and virtnalfy onkoown by 
toe public, admit they have 
little ^anre in toe race for 
the People's Assembly but 
their pofitical stances, ntoOe 
uniqite and little beard, are 
oertmzdy stroi^y held. 

“We should a huge 
national conference to 
come 'up with a national 
bead covering. France has, 
this beret, larael has the 
kippa. It b a shame Egypt 
has no national hat," 
Ahmad A1 Sabahi, head of 
the Umma Party, told AFP. 

“T personally bade the 
fez, but we could have 
several deagners come up 
with sooie ideas, then put 
them to a populv referen- 
dum to dioose,” Mr. Saba- 
hi, 80, said. 

Mr. Sabahi, whose conic- 
al fez never leaves his head, 
has written numerous 
books on dream interpreta- 
tion, horoscopes and “the 


first book in Arabic on 
healing by penduhuns.” 
“Pm alM an inventor. 1 
created a new ^poit, Rodc- 
etball, whidi is better toan 
taandball or basketball. 
There is now a league for it, 
but 1 had to stop working 
with it to enter politics.” 


est offices. 

The Sodal Justice Party 
(SIP) shares its cramped 
C^ho headquarters with tbe 
National Cratre for Flut- 
ing AIDS. 


Mr. Sabahi created toe 
Umma in 1983 and claims 
to have 65 candidates run- 
ning in this year’s vote. 
Aside from its hat platform, 
toe seif-described “moder- 
ate Islamic” Umma calls for 
toe implementation of Isla- 
nuc Sharia law in Eg)^> 
The Takaful party, 
founded in 1995 vnth 35 
candidates, also calls for 
Sharia, but stresses toe Isla- 
mic principle of “takafnl” 
(mutual support). 


The SJP office is also 
- protected by two large Gm- 
man sbeph^ dogs, “Jade” 
and “Boosie,” brause its 
head Mohammad Abdul A1 
has received death threats 
from tbe aimed miliODt 

flamna A1 T<lamiyah group. 

“We are in toe fonefinoar 
of parties att^king fun- 
damentalism and terror- 
ism,” Ab^ Al sai^ 
adding that two of tbe rix 
SJP ^ididates are ninmng 
in toe south Egypt town of 
Malawi, a Muslim militant 
hotbed. 


Sudan and Egypt. 

In July it began a Icgd 
action saying the 1953 ded- 
sioD to grant Sudan inde- 
pendence should be re- 
voked as it was made with- 
out talcing into account tbe 
opinion of toe Egyptian 
public in a referendum. 


Its president, Osama 
Shaltut, urges “a confer- 
ence to strengthen takafixl” 
\ry ending toe 1,300-year- 
old schism between the 
Sunni and Shiite branches 
of Islam to create a “an^e- 
sect l^am.” 

The tiny fringe parties 
share a number of charac- 
teristics, diief among them 
lack of funds and very mod- 


The Gamaa vowed to kSl 
Mr. Abdul Al for insulting 
its spiritual head Sheikh 
Omar Abdul RahmM, cur- 
rently m prisma in the U.S., 
after be wrote that the blind 
deiic once escaped Egyp- 
tian pofiee by dryin g as a 
woman. 

The Uoionist Democratic 
Party, created in 1990, has 
16 candidates running on 
toe platform of removing 


Finally, toe environmen- 
talist Gt^ Party bas put 
six candidates in tbe race, 
but tbe party is hampered 
by tbe recent dosure of its 
newspaper for lack of 
funds. 

“We're working slowly 
bat surely,” tbe Green’s 
treasurer, Asbari Abdul 
Galii, said. "We're not hur- 
ried. It may take SO years or 
even more. We’re the party 
of the future.” 

“I don't expect any of our 
cantodates to win oonsider- 
iog government control of 
toe vote,” Mr. Sabahi said, 
urging toe state not to ioter- 
fere in elections. 


“Of Course the govern- 
ment will cheat in the elec- 
tions. If I were in power 
with toe Umma Pa^, I 
would cheat too. That's 
why the state must stay 
out,” be said. 


3 Iraqi 
generals, 
official 
face trial 


for graft 


BAGHDAD (Agenoes) 
— Three Iraqi gmrals 
and a doctor workmg in 
die Interior Mini stry w ill 
stand trial for- “comqitioa 
and abase of power,” offi- 
dal newspapers said Tues- 
day. 

The four accused ^ 
“nsing tiieir jobs to obtain 
land, aoquiie private vetn- 
des ana extort money” 
were ordered Monday to 
stand trial follow^ an 
inquiry by a parfiamen- 
taiy committee on comip- 
tion, they added. 

Presideat Saddam Hu«- 
sein has u^ed govmn- 
ment employees to ^ de- 
nounce their superiors, 
even miuBieis, if they sus- 
pect corruption, as U.N. 

economic sanctions weigh 
down the country. 

Parliament's new 
speaker Abdnl Baki 
Abdul Karim Al ^ Saa- 
doun, told the official Al 
r iimh onriyah newspaper 
that “The Iracp courts wiD 
have their word to say 
about an those who use 
toeir poatimis to embez- 
zle pwHc funds.” 

Mr. Saadoun, who re- 
placed Saato MUhdi Saleh 
who died in hosmtal on 
Nov. 19, asked mPs to 
“place the pnblie mterest 
aMve any other consid- 
eration during tbe debate 
abrat snefa questions in 
order to safeguard Iraqi 
society.” 

The duirman oi the 
anti-comiption commit- 
tee. Khaled Al Saadi, said 
his colleagues “heard 
several witnesses and ex- 
amined documents for 
more than two months as 
part of their investiga- 
.tion.” 

President S»»dHain re- 
ferred toe case of the four 
to the Iraqi National 
Assembly for examina- 
tion, the papers reported. 

“They have illegally 
possessed plots of land, 
various cars and finance 
using their posts,” Al 
Jnmbonriyah rqiorted. 

The four offidals are 
Major-General Najimud- 
din A) Naqsbabandi, 
Major-General Wan'd 
Mohammad Suleiman, 
Major-GeDeial Hathn Ali 
Kbalaf and Dr. Majid 
Kboisbid. 

Geo. Naqshabandi was 
previously deputy interior 
minister 


*No rights 
DDiwiiveiiient’ 


Irar^ stfll eudure arbit- 
rary arrests, amputations 
and otoer state-sponsored 
human rights abuses, 
according to a U.N. re- 
port published Monday. 

Despite amnesty laws in 
July aimed at oommuti^ 
death sentences to life in 
prison and other penal re- 
forms, tbe report said 
there “are no signs of 
improvement in the 
general situation of bu- 
mau rights in Iraq.” 

“In the absence of far. 
greater change in the legal 
and political order of 
Iraq, especially the 
abro^tion of repressive 
laws aueiling fteedoms of 
thought, information, ex- 
pression and assembly,” 
toe amnesty laws have 
had little impact, said 
Max van der Stoel, who 
conducted tbe report. 


NEWS IM BRIEF 


Israel seeks port-based Palestinian’s help 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israd on Tuesday pnyosed foe the 
first time that a Pafestiiuan official be based at tbe 
Medlteiraaeoa port of Asbded to boost tbe flow of go^ 
in and out of the tenitories, mflitaiy offidals said. An 

offidd feom tiK Palestiman Natwod Aotboiity wodd^^ 
lift bardies wbkfa have hampexed tiK eipt^ of PaiestiiiKai 
00^ and the import of products destined fin sale in toe. 
West Rank and self-iuled Gaza Strip through the soothKa 
port. It is the first time the Israd has proposed that a 
Klestfoian Aotbority trffidal be based on its territoiy. Bat 
toe idea was critiimed by a ridtt'wing dqNdy, Modie 
Katsav, ftm ^ upposition Likud Ptoty, ^rtio told bn^ 
radio it could endanger Israel's seoxrity. He said be would 
caU for a parfiamentary debate on ^ issite. Israei aqioses 
strid restrictions on goods enteriiig its tenxtny destnied fior 
Palestinians, dtn^ security reasra. 


Police free one of two Gaza editors 


GAZA dlY (AFl^ — Fafestiman police on'Thesdty 
fteed one of two etotofs of Moslim fundamentalist newi- 
p^ieis in Gaza detoi^ the imvk»s day, after 12 hours d 
r wieatiftimig , hig cnl hui^gii e s saki. Alaa SaftawL editor of Al 
btiqlal v^di b dose to Tslamic Jihad, was detrined late 
hfonday. ife was questioned over an artide calling for tile 
Falestiman National Authority to free anotiier woriser aa 
the payer, laedinAl Sharif, and deno nn c i i^lib“ ai fait aiy” 

arrest on Nov. 3. But police did not rdease tiie rfirector of 
tiie Hamas we^ly Ai Watan, Gfaazi Hama^ drtaiiird 
aloi^ with Mr. Saftawi. No reason has been given fior fab 
arrert. Both toe Taiamic Reasbmee Movemmit (Hamas) 
and Islamic Jihad are of^iosed to the peace process and 
have dasned several attacks on Israetis wfaidi have left 
Awwp a df-p H in ^ past two years rince the Immrti of 
auton o my . Mr. Arafat bas launched an a ttempt at lecon- 
riKni^rwi ^^tii Hamas, denunKfing the* it give iqi tiie armed 
struggle and take part in the Palestinian self-iale dectioni 
doe's January. Hamas and Mmihc Jihad have so far said 
they would bc^cott tbe poDs. 

Israel, Mauritania launch diplomatic ties 


BARCELONA (AFP) — Israel ai^ Mauritania rigoed an 
agreement to l aunch diplomatic ties on Monday on the 
sidelines of a Euro-Mediterranean oonfeieM here. Th« 
to Open interest sections in Tel aviv and Nouak- 
chott, to be based in the Spanish embassies in the two- 
w> pi taig Morocco was previously tbe only Arab Magfareb 
country to have recognised tbe Jewish state, tfaoii^ biaeii 
Foreign hfinister Ehud Barak held talks here wito Ids 
Timi£n counterpart on Monday on tbe possibility of 
launching diplomatic ties. 


Gambling dub owner shot dead in Qrpnis 


NICOSIA (AFP) — The owner of a gambling dub was tint 
dead in the Cypriot capital in the latest of a series of 
underworld-related kfifi^, ptdice said Tuesd^. Renos 
Poumburb, 38, was shot three times late Mon^ outside a 
cafe in tbe hficosia snbnrb of StiovoJos as be tried to flee to 
hb Mercedes, pofice and witnesses said. The victim'^ 
brother was IdlfaMi last year when a bomb under hb car 
ccqiloded. According to police, Poombnib b tiie 
vktim tiib year of “£bts being settled between” gai^ tiiat 
oantrol mj^itdabs, gambfing dubs and “mass^ centres” 
wfakh have prospered on the Mieditemnean bland. Two 
explosions occniired in Cjrprus last wedc, one in hficosb 
wfodi canmH DO injinies anotfaer in the lesrat dty of 
Laraaca that killed a 26-year-old man Hnfced to a ni^itdiib. 
The man was app ar ently preparing a bomb when it we n t 
cff. 


Businessman killed In western Turkey 


ANKARA (AFP) — A Ttnkbh businessman of Jewish 
oii^ was shot dead Ttaesday in Bursa, weston Turkey, ity 
uoloiowD attackers, police said. Nesim Mallo, 43 and 
owner of a major textile company in Bursa, was kiUed 
whQe being driven from tbe aiipoTt to tbe city centre. Hb 
driver was anbanDed. Police have opened an inqpny. The 
Anatolia news agency reported toat an nnidentmed caller 
telephoned a pc^ce station and daimed Malld had been 
assassinated in revenge for the kUling of Fatiu Al Sbaqaqi, 
leader of the Islamic fundamental^ Islamic Bbad. Sh^g j 
was gunned down in Malta in late October, uiamic ^lad 
accused Israeli ^^ts of toe murder and warned tiiat it 
woiM retaliate. Anotfaer leading bnsmessman of Jewidi 
origm, Jak Kamhi, narrowly es(^>ed an armed jq 
btanb^ in Febrnaty 1993. An Tdamir fundamentalist 
organisation ckdmed responsibility for atta ck . 


Earthquake |olts southwestern Iran 


NICOSIA (R) — An eartiiquafce powerfhl enoi^h to cause 
heavy dam^ in a populate area hit Iran's oU-produch^ 
province of IQmzedan on ^^mday evening, die banian 
news a^ncy IRNA said on Tuesday. It said the epicen tre 
of tbe quake measuring 4.6 on toe Richter scale, wfaidi 
stujck at 6:03 p.m. (1433 GMT), was 470 kilometies 
southwest of Tehran near Shobstar and tte ml town of 
Masjed Solyeman. There were no immediate repor t s of 
casualties or damage, IRNA added. 


li Cyprus court extends detention of Greek Cypriot 


MCOSIA (R) — A Turkish CjFpriot military court on 
Tuesday extended for eight days tiie detention of a Greek 

C^ot who drove across toe buffer zone. loannb Aposto- 

ud« has not yet been formally charged for the Nov. 16 
modent, when be drove into Turidsb-beld land, a ppai ^y 
TOite drunk. A Greek C^ot sentry b also hdd in 
toe forakaway Turkish Ctypriot republic after be cioesed 
the bimer rone. George Karotsakb, who feces up to five 
y»s in prison for illegally entering a militaiy Ton * hm 
he went over to have a chat and a dgaiette with toe 
Torldsh guards. 
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Aqaba port development 
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AMMAN <Ptira) — Jiqiaii- 
tsc dod Jordanian officials 
Xue$dw sigi^ minutes of 
! {bdr dwttssioiis and stud* 
! ies ofl i6o deveiopment of 

The minutes, signed at the 
Minisiiy of Transport. 
{Qclu^ main proposals pte- 
seated by ibe ministries of 
Qjefgy and miners 
ivsottfc^ and tran^ton, as 
as', the Jordanian Port 
Corpocstion. the Jordan 
l^sphaies Mines Compa- 
oy the Arab Potash 
Coa^Bty, 

The minutes were signed 
by Dnrcid Mahasoeh, 
dijeclor of die Jordanian 
Ports Corpoffaxion <JPC) 
3 od Cira Kanu, head of a 
Japanese (earn of teeboi* 
aaas and experts who con- 
dttcied the s^y. 

The foinutes include a 
primary study envisaging a 
jdan for the development of 
ihe pon to be carried out 


until the year 2010 and pro- 
vides for the purcha^ie of 
heavy nnchinerv and 
^utpment for the new 
insiallaiiotis at the ports 
corpcKtuion. The minutes 
also provide for die ex(Eia- 
sioD of the mam docking 
areas lor vessels as well as 
developing the containers 
harbour. 

According to the study, 
the cost of carrying out this 
work will be mound SSO 
million. 

A short term plan lasting 
until the year of 200U was 
also outitned in the mm- 
ines. The plan prufx>ses the 
^'Clopmero of the indus- 
trial h;urbour and the con- 
tainers zone at the cost uf 
S46 million. 

A ports corpuntliun offi- 
cial said that (be tu c plans 
provide for expanding ihe 
wharfs and crilargirig the 
storage space near the pc»n. 

7he Japanese team, which 


is due to leave for home 
today, alsii Tucsiday met 
Mintsier t>f Tmuport Samir 
Kawar and discu&iied iwo 
plans designed to cater lo 
die expected increase in 
operuiions in Aqaba. 

Mr. Kawar underlined the 
importance fur Japanese 
Jordanian cooperation in 
tnmspon fields and thanked 
the Japanese team which 
represents the Japanese 
Imemaiional C'ooperalion 
Agency (JICAJ for their 
elTons and t^ Japane.se 
govemmeni for its contin- 
ued assisioice lo die King- 
dom in different fields. 

The two side.s discussed 
the objectives uf budi plans 
whii.'h are aimed ai truns- 
furming Aqaba into a main 
regional pon serving trade 
and transii operations and 
attr.icling vessels from 
;iri>und the world. 


Bahraini doctors to gain training in Jordan 


AMMAN (Peirai — Bahraini .Amha'^sidor lo Jordan Moham- 
mad Ben Seif Al Musallam on Tuesday said his country was 
interested in enrolling Bahraini doctors and paramedics to train- 
ing courses organised in Jordan. .At a meeting with Minister of 
Health and Acting foreign .Minister Arel Baiaineh, the Bahraini 
envoy commended bilateral relations between the tsvo countries 
and expressed Bahrain's desire lo benefit fi'cm Jordan's experi- 
ence in medical fields. Mr. Musallam also said the Royal Med- 
ical Services should be given priority in offering medical treat- 
ment to Bahraini nationals, u hether civilians or military person- 
nel. The minister and Mr. Musaliam discussed bilateral relations 
wd means of enhancinc them. 
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Mixed media exhibit carves 
paths into male psyche 


j had bea 
USbaqai^ 
id.Sb^ 
[amic JuS' 
aed tliaiK 
I of 

d itlad e 
jamem ab 
sack. 

ilran 


jie Inniu 

ale, «b» 
kiloinet'^ 
lil town 5 
r^joro® 


. cooh» 

SrfaGt«* 

ffiApi®; 

- Nov. V 




be 

up 


to 


EC with » 


ii.**' 

I 

u/tif 


'■-M 

'. >5,5 

■■■■ 

S 





By Ten Wahbeli 
Jordan Times Staff JReporter 

^MMAN — '~Darai 
funun. of the Abdul 
Hameed Shoman FournJa- 
lioo, is bosung the works of 
Iraqi anisi Ismail Fattah. 
As varied as sculptures, 
etchings and paintings, the 
exhibits are in mixed 
media, passing from bronze 
to acrylic and ink on paper 
and canvas. 

The sculptures, mainly on 
(be smaller size, ore less of 
what the idea of sculpting 
is: carving away at unwant- 
ed maiei^, and more of 
moulding and soldering 
{»ece over piece to make a 
wbNe. 

Man is the subject of the 
bronze works. Prisoner in a 
box, headless, alone or with 
his dreams or with women, 
be is the master of the uni- 
verse, or at least the artist's 
universe, h might not be 
flanei^ to women, bat it 
is telling. 

Almost deformed, 

sketchy and with no facial 
ieaiorra, Fatiah's men look 
nigged, anatomical, static 
and somehow defeated. 

- A faoma^ to Picasso is 
rendered in his Photo of 
Picasso, an incomplete rec- 
tangle covering the torso, 
face and one thigh of a 
shape. 

In Man and Mask, ironi- 
cally it is the mask that 
loolte human, with asym- 
tneuic but existing features, 
wlule die man's face is a 
cooioned half with the 
tMher half a straight facet 
cat in golden bronze. 

,The statue is bigger this 
tnne. the hands bolding the 
OBsk clenched in fists and 
Ibe sh^d pan of the head 
slniost hideous. Is the mask 
<HBant to hide this face? Is it 
ivant to hide his identity 

7 

The with Women is 
a seated figure, hands on 
|be knees, shoulders hold- 
ing the torsos and heads of 
stylised women 
salient point are the 
*^sasts.. Erotic or motherly, 
Je is- left to ask and per- 
ils unable to answer. 

That is noi before the next 
that of Man and His 
^ans, where a half 
whole, half hollowed man, 
again, has his 
on a panel next to 
netebed in squares, 
jppparently all be dreams 
"is women's faces, torsos 
^ hearts. But while the 
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An acrylic on paper by Ismail Fatlah 


^ ^ U i 3Dd lights' 


man's shape is vague, the 
dreams are clearly defined: 
the artist again plays with 
real and virtual reality, with 
upside down values and 
perccpiion«i. 

Headless Man is just that: 
a figure whose lower limb> 
form the forelegs of a frame 
he sits on and whose hands 
have become on integral 
pan of his squ^ue-shaped 
body. 

The Man in a Square has 
assumed bloating propor- 
tions, his body expanded 
and trying to puiis through 
two crossing diagonal lines 
that seem to block his way. 
Doubly prisoner, be seems 
K) also' have doubled in size 
to escape his fate. 

Dreooi'like and unreal, 
stylised to the point ot 
being grotesquely 

deformed, the statues arc 
epitomised in the fonn of 
Sisyphus w'hose plight is 
symbolised in a huge rock 
covering his bead ami port 
of bis l^y, pushing him to 
an inclined position, strug- 
gling to oi’crcome the 
mythological curse. 

Departing from the 


bronze sculptures, the 
artist's paiiiiings are mosdy 
of faces and h^s with fea- 
tures clearly defioed in 
bright colours and usually 
in groups ot two or many 
more. 

Of mixed media, acrylic 
and ink on paper and can- 
vas, the painted piurs are 
usually of a man and a 
woman tor more in some 
c.'Lses) and the many are 
simply titled: Nine Faces, 
Twelve raiiiiud I'aces or 
Seven Faces. 

Very oficn ilic mask is 
present as if with the desire 
to hide true feelings or 
facia! expressions behind i(. 

Two big-size canvases of 
pairs have a pigeon and a 
colourful cock respectively, 
hut normally the paintings 
are of stark faces peering at 
die viewer from {rames, 
often framed tliemsclves, 
again, by a ma.sk. 

The works olien look like 
naive painting, but at times, 
voluptuously curved fig- 
ures confirm the onistie 
potential of the author. 

The exhibition is showing 
until Dec. 7. 
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Association to name attorneys 
to defend Bay’at Al Imam suspects 


By ftana Husseinl 

Sftrfial lo the Jordan '/Iirai 

AMMAN — The Jordan 
Bar Assuciulion (JBAJ is 
soon expected to forward 
names of six defence attor- 
neys for 1 3 people accused 
of sabotage after their trial 
was TOstponed indefinitely 
in October because the 
defendants refused to 
appoint attorneys at the 
State Security Coun, 
sources said. 

The court postponed the 
case on Oct. 22. when sonx* 
of the defendants refused to 
appoint attorneys and 
charged that some ol‘ “the 
anomeys were atheists,” 
and did not believe in the 
coun justice system. The 


defendants said iliey will 
defend themselves, or “Cod 
would decide their fate." 

The court then suspended 
the case indefimtely, saying 
it would contact the JBA to 
nominate six attorneys to 
defend the men on trial. 

The defendants, who 
were expelled twice from 
court for disrupting the ses- 
sion belong to the radical 
Islamist group known as 
Bay'at Al Imam (pledge of 
alJegiancej. They are 
charged with slander 
against His Majesty King 
Hussein and illegal posses- 
sion and manufacturing of 
explosive materials. 

Meanwhile, die State 
Security Court today will 
bear thire cases. 


One of the cases involved 
a ^oup of six people, 
known as the “Islamic 
Revivalists.'' accused of 
sabotage. The court is 
expected to announce the 
jurisdiction over the case 
because o\er the post two 
months, defence attorneys 
and the prosecutor genei^ 
argued over the coun’s 
right to adjudicate the case. 

The attorneys charged 
that their clients should be 
tried in civil couas, while 
Ihe state prosecutor general 
contested diar the case was 
within his jurisdiction. 

The group is charged with 
illegal possession and man- 
ufacturing of explosive 
materials, automatic 
weapons and guns for illicit 


use. and belonging to an 
illegal organisation. 

The second case to be 
determined by the State 
Coun is that of two Jordani- 
ans inv olved in an attack on 
a French diplomat in Febru- 
ary. 

.Again, unomeys for the 
defence contested die 
court’s jurisdiction, 
demanding that the case be 
split between the State 
Coun and the Criminal 
Coun. 

The attorneys’ claim that 
the State Security coun had 
no juiisdlcuon over cases 
of aiienqued murder. 

The formal charges 
against Salem .A. Jora^ 
and .Ahmad Qassem, the 
defendants, include shoot- 


ing and wounding French 
diplomat GilJes Heine in 
Wadi .Mujib and plotting to 
cany out extremist attacks 
and possessing and manu- 
facturing illegal arms. 

The third case involves 
Muslim militant Ana Abu 
Rishteh. S3, accused of 
slander against King Hus- 
sein in October. 

.Mr. Abu Rishteb, 
spokesman for the illegal 
Hezb Al Tahrir (Liberation 
Party), who confessed to 
slandering the King, could 
face up to three years’ 
imprisonment if found 
guilty. 


Five awarded for thwarting robbery 


By Rana Husscini 

.S/vi-'uj/ ta the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Police Chief 
Lieutenant General Abdul 
Rahman Udwan Tuesday 
HW'iuded five citizens in 
Irbid for helping to abort an 
atteinpied robbery of their 
neighbour's house, officials 
said. 

Brigadier General 
Hisham Ensour, Director of 
Irbid Police Department 
said that la.st week a gang 
of four people, in their mid- 
20s. planned to rob a 60- 
yetu-old man identified as 
llxnhim.A., who lived 
alone in Ashrafieh town of 
Irbid. 

Brigadier Ensour told the - 
Jordiui Times that the men 
entered the house and tied 
Ibrahim up, and searched 
his house. 

The victim's neighbours 
noticed (hat something 
wrong .was happening in 
their neighbour's house 
"since he was seldom visit- 


ed by anyone,” according 
to Brig. Gen. Ensour. 

“The five men 
approached Ibrahim's 
houNC, knocked on the door 
but no one answered. Min- 
utes later, the four intruders 
came rushing out of the 
hou.se," Brig. Gen. Ensour 
said. 

He said that the five men 
went after the intruders, 
and caught up with three of 
them. He added that the 
fourth suspect .who fied to 
Amman, was arrested the 
following day. 

According to the police 
official, all four suspects 
were employed and two of 
them had criminal records. 

"1 was surprised at these 
citizens' spirit which 
reflects their community 
awareness.** Brig. Gen. 
Ensour added. 

The five Irbid citizens 
who were given bravery 
awards by Lieut. Gen. 
Udwan were Mohammad 
Mustafa luweid, Ahmad 


Mu»a .Ahmad. .Atef Salem 
Mahmoud. Haa^un .Mah- 
moud Bani Fares and 
Majed Hasson Mahmoud. 

Lieut Gen. L’dwan 
expressed his appreciation 
to the citizens on their 
courage. 

in .Amman, police Tues- 
day apprehended two sus- 
peas in connection with the 
attempted robbeo' of a shop 
and attacking the owner in 
Wosfi Tel Street Monday, 
official sources said. 

The sources said that two 
suspects attacked AI Ra'ed 
Money Exchange Shop and 
struck the owner in the 
head. The victim was iden- 
tified by authorities only as 
A.N., . adding that the 
a.ssaulters were unable to 
steal any money and fied 
the scene. 

shop owner was 
taken to the Private Ooc- 
torx' Hospital and was list- 
ed in fair conditloji. 

Police said they were 
investigating the incident. 


Actress Rashida Dajani passes away 


AMMAN (Petra) — Rashi- 
da Dojani, a well-known 
and highly acclaimed Jor- 
danian actress, passed away 
Monday at the age of 56 
after 20 years of work in 
the field of theatre. Ms. 
Dajnni was a scriptwriter a.s 
well as actress. 

Ms. Dajani also worked 
as a teacher for a while 
before joining the stage. 
She took pan in a number 
of historical plays, includ- 
ing "Urwu Ibn AI Word’s 
Mother”, in addition to 


other theatre perfonnances 
such as the immensely pop- 
ular television series “Harei 
Abu Awwad". 

Ms. Dajani, who was suf- 
fered from high blood pres- 
sure and diabetes, was tak- 
ing pan in a new series of 
“Harei Abu Awwad”, in 
which she played the role 
of Urn Awwad. 

Jordanian stage onists 
McKiday mourned Rashida 
Dajani as a pioneer in the 
field of theatre. 



Rashida Dsyani 



PLAY 

^ "A Repiort for an Academy” in Ara- 
bic at Yarmouk University. 

LECTURE 

• "Peace from an Islamic Perspective” 
(in Arabic) by Dr. Abdul Aziz Khaj^y- 
at at Abdul Hameed Shoman Foun- 
dation, Jabal Amman at 6.00 p.m. 

’ "La Vie de Rodin" (in French) by . 
Nelly Lama at the Forte Grande 
Hotel at 4.00 p.m. 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Abstract art by Iraqi artist Samira 
Abdul Wahab at Ab'ad Art Gallery, 
Mecca Street (Until Dec, 2) 

* Plastic art by Abdul Raheem Wakid 
at Alia Art Gallery, Jabal Amman 


(Until Dec. 2). 

^Annual fall exhibition "Khawater" at 
the Jordan River Designs, (Tel. 
613081/2) until Dec. 1. 

* Photographs and paintings bv Ann 
O'Neill and Anne Sears at the British 
Council (until Dec. 3) 

*Works by Jordanian and Iraqi artists 
at Orfali Art Gallery. 

*Works bv Dodi Taba'a entitled "Vari- 
ations Craphiques 93-95" at the 
French Cultural Centre. 

•Sculptures & paintings by Iraqi Artist 
Lsmnii Fattah, and a retrospective 
exhibition of sculptures & drawings 
by Mona Saudi at Darat Ai Funun, 
jabal Weibdeh. 

"Metal works by Anunar Khammash 
at Liw«in, off Wadi Saqra Street. Also 
displaying all kinds of handicrafts. 
(Tel. 699141). 


The editor and staff of the Jordan Times 
mourn the passing of 

Fatima Nsour 

mother of their friend and colleague, Arab Hiyasat 
MAY HER SOUL REST IN PEACE 


Britain donates JD 25,000 
for new kindergarten 


.A.M.MAN (J.T.» British 
.Ambassador Peter Hinch- 
ciitie Tuesday visited the 
Fnends of Children Societ>' 
at Hitdn camp where the 
embassy has donated JD 
25.LXK) in support of the 
construction of a Idnder- 
ganen in the camp, accord- 
ing to a British embassy 
statement. 

This income-generating 
project consists of three 
classrooms in addition to 
four commercial diops, 
donated b>' the Canadian 
embassy and a library, 
donated by Jordanians, the 
statement said. 

This project will serve 
lOti.OCK) children annually 
as well as provide employ- 
ment oppommiries. Con- 
stnicuon is welloioderway: 


completion of the KG sec- 
tion is expected in February 
of next year, while the 
expected date for the com- 
plerion of the whole project 
is July 1996. according to 
the siaiemem. 

The statement said the 
ambassador visited the 
Medical Aid for Palestiu- 
ans (MAP) clinic at the 
camp where he presented a 
check for the amount of JD 
2,(X)0 for the purchase of 
equipment for the X-ray 
unit at the Hittin clinic. 

The embassy has been a 
long-time supporter of the 
clinic which serves both the 
refugees in Hittin camp and 
the people from the sur- 
rounding areas, the state- 
ment said. 


Minister returns 
rom Bahrain visit 




AMMAN (Petra) — Interi- 
<x Minister Salameh Ham- 
mad Tuesday rerurned to 
.Amman from a visit to 
Bahrain and said he dis- 
cussed cooperation and 
exchange in security mat- 
ters as well as expertise. 

During the three-day 
visit, Mr. Hammad said he 
met with the Emir of 
Bahrain Sheikh Issa Ben 
Salman .Al Khalifeh, the 
heir apparent Sheikh 
Hamad Ben Issa and 
Sheikh Mohammad Ben 
Khalifeh, the interior min- 
ister. 

Discussions also covered 
the training of personnel in 
courses to be held in the 


two countries and coordi- 
nation of Jordanian and 
B ahraini positions during 
the Arab Ministers of Inte- 
rior Council meetings. 

The minister said die dis- 
cussions were characterised 
by a friendly spirit reflect- 
ing the ties between the two 
countries as well as region- 
al and miemational ques- 
tions of concern to both 
sides. 

Mr. Hammad was accom- 
panied on the thiee-day 
visit by a senior officer 
from the Public Security 
Departmem and two other 
senior officials from the 
Ministry of Interior. 


ADVERTISEMENT 
“INVITATION TO TENDER" 

WADI ARABA DEEP AQUIFER STUDY, JORDAN 
BOREHOLE DRILUNG AND TESTING 

The Jordan Valley Authority, Ministry of 
Water and Irrigation invites experienced 
international and Jordanian drilling 
contractors to submit their offers for drilling 
and testing two deep boreholes, each of 
1250m±25% in Wadi Araba'> 

The project is financed by a grant secured 
from the Arab Fund for Social and Economical 
Development and Islamic Bank for 
Development. 

Tender documents are available and may be 

examined and purchased from; 

Jordan Valley Authority, Ministry of 

Water and Irrigation 

Tenders and Procurement Department! 

P.O. Sox; 2769 

Amman - Jordan 

Tel.: 962 6 689400 
Fax: 962 6 689916 

The non-refundable fund for each set of 
Tender documents is JD 150 and may be 
purchased as of November 22, 1995. 

A pre-bid conference and site visit will be 
organised for the prospective Tenderers on 
Tuesday 12 December, 1995. 

Bids -are due no later than 12:00 hours, 
Jordan local time, on Sunday 07 January, 
1996, to the office of the Tenders and 
Procurement Department. Jordan Valley 
Authority. 

Eng. Hashem Al-Shbouf 
Secretary General 

Jordan Valley Authority 
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U.K. dampens talk of imminent 


Northern Ireland peace deal 


LONDON (R) — Britain 
dampened speculation 
Tnesd^ of a breakthrough 
io the stalled Northern 
Ireland peace process in 
rime fOT a visit by U.S. 
Ptesident Bill Qintoo. 

A senior British officia] 
said that Prime Minister 
John Major had a useful 30- 
minDte telephone conv^a- 
tion with Irish Prime 
Minister John Bruton 
Monday evening and that 
the two men might confer 
again later Tuesday. 

But he ruled out rumours 
emanating from Dublin that 
die two prime ministers, try- 
ing to break a deadlock over 
terms for all-party political 
talks on Nmhem teland’s 
future, might issue a joint 
declaiatioD later Tuesday. 

Tbe optimism was foelled 
in part by a report io 


Dublin's Irish Times, which 
said there 1^ been iDten- 
rive discussions” overnight 
involving the Irish and 
British governments, 
Clintoo administration offi- 
cials and Sion Fein, the 
IRA's political anxL 

Irish Radio added that a 
new wave of optimism had 
surfaced in Washinton 
overnight and that Mr. 
Clinton was being regularly 
briefed. 

The British official said 
civil servants from both 
governments were still 
locked in an almost contino- 
oos exchange of views. 

But he said Mr. Major's 
downing stnset office had 
not b^n in contact 
overnight with the Clinton 
administration. 

"*Wotk continues, that's 
obvious. But I can't tell you 


when we can bring that 
woik to a conclusion,” the 
official said. 

He said the British gov- 
ernment did not foel 
impelled to strike a deal in 
time for Mr. Clinton's visit. 

The U.S. president arrives 
in London Wednesday and 
will spend Ibursday in 
Nmtheni Ireland and I^day 
in Ireland. 

Irish offiaals, tfisplaying 
distinctly more op^mism 
than their British counter- 
parts, said progress had 
been made toward ending a 
logjam that has stalled the 
path to permanent peace 
since guerrilla truces be^ 
16 months ^o. 

“The prevailiDg wind is a 
positive one at foe moment 
but there are still some 
things to be resolved which 
will require some further 


EU to seek remedy to trade in flesh 


BRUSSELS (R) — The 
European Union (EU) will 
tins week attack a scourge 
which is fast becoming as 
lucrative as the internation- 
al dings trade, but twice as 
difficult to fight — traffick- 
ing in womeiL 

A two-day conference 
oiganised the Eurcqiean 
Commission, starting Fri- 
day, will seek solutions to a 
growing traffic that leaves 
police forces in the IS- 
nation bloc baffled. 

“It’s foe first time a spot- 
li^t has be^ put on this 
problem” a sp^swoman 
for Anita Grat^, the com- 
ntissioner fw justice and 
home affairs, said Monday. 

Since frontiers between 
Eastern and Western Europe 
were relaxed earlier this 
decade, women from the 
East have fast replaced 
women from the develc^ing 
world as prey for tiie prosti- 
tution rackeL 

Faced with poveity and 
unemployment at borne, 
tiiey are being ten^)ted to 
richer, Western European 
countries to work as bar- 
maids, dancers, hostesses 
and haudressers only to be 
forced one way or another 
into prostitution on arrival. 

Most of them are under 25 
and many are only 15-18 
years old, accoiding to Che 


Geneva-based Inttmaaonal 
Organisation for ^^gradon 
dOM), which helped organ- 
ise foe conference. 

“I am looking for host- 
esses and dancers for Swiss 
night clubs. Woric permit, 
contract. C^tstanding pay. 
Can me,” reads a typical 
advertisement in foe Hun- 
garian daily “Expcesaz”. 

“llie violence and 
exploitation endured by 
these women often goes 
b^ond the exploitation suf- 
fered 1^ other trafficked 
migrants,” foe lOM said in 
a report. 

full scale of the 
problem remains unknown, 
however, because few 
women are prepared or able 
to report wt^ has happened 
to Item to the police,” it 
says. 

Ibe problem is largely 
foat wMIe drugs and drug 
smugglers are seized, the 
women concerned ate usu- 
ally sent home before tiiey 
have a chance to speak and 
many are afraid to speak for 
fear of foeir families back 
home finding ouL 

When combined vritb ille- 
gal immigration in general 
the trafficking is as lucra- 
tive as foe drags trade, but 
traffickers find it much eas- 
ier to slip the net. 

‘Tligh profits can be made 


by forcing women into 
prostitution since the risks 
for the traffickers are not 
great.. .Sentences against 
traffickers are light, and 
there are few successful 
convictions,” the lOM 
report said. 

Willy Braggeman, a 
senior policeman at the 
Hague-based European 
police agency. Euiopol, told 
Reuters in a recent inter- 
view trafficking posed a 
new challenge fw police. 

“Imffligratioo is quite a 
complicated business, more 
conplicated than drugs. 
There are changing trends, 
new ethnic groupiogs, new 
smuggling techfoques. It's 
not clear what are the legal 
tools to combat it,” he said. 

“Fm talking altout mafia 
type networks.” 

The Dutch aufoorities say 
foe prostitution racket is 
increasingly controlled by 
groups from Eastern 
Europe. 

‘*They are highly organ- 
ised, extremely violent” foe 
lOM said. *Tbere are 
iei'orts Western brothel 
keepers find themselves 
un<fer incxeasiog pressure 
from organised gangs based 
in the (Eastern European) 
countries to hire Extern 
European women.” 


Lithuania grapples with wave of bombings 


VILNIUS (R) — The Baltic 
state of Lithuania, fighting a 
wave of 61 bomb atta^ 
this year, has passed an 
emergency decree demand- 
ing p^le turn over any 
explosives in their posses- 
sion, a government 
pokesman said Tuesday.. 

But some experts doubted 
foe action would have much 
effect agsonst the attacks, 
wtuch have claimed five 
lives this year and are wide- 
ly blamed on organised 
crime. 

“The government has 
decided to take strict mea- 
sures to fight this extremely 
dangerous fozm of teiror- 
ism, which threatens private 
business tmd the press and 
damages Lifouania's imay. 


abroad,” a - government 
spokesman told Reuters. 

Mafia-style gangs have 
flourished since Lithuania 
regained independence 
from the former Soviet 
Union in 1991. 

Prime Minister Adolfas 
Slezevicius has been 
attacked by newspapers for 
failing to stop foe''bomb- 
ings. 

One of the most spectacu- 
lar attacks was s^ainst lead- 
ing Lithuanian newspaper 
Lietuvas Rytas two weeks 
ago, when a powerful bomb 
damaged a new wing 
attacl^ to foe main office. 

The spokesman said an 
amnesty would be granted 
to those who hand^ over 
iUegal explosives immedi- 


ately. 

The Ministiy of Defence 
and all businesses with per- 
mission to possess explo- 
sives would be required to 
count their stock and inform 
foe police, be added. 

Lithuanian police say foat 
many of foe explosives 
were left behind when foe 
Russian army quit 
Lithuania two years ago and 
are now available on foe 
black mariceL 

A senior police official 
was sceptical over the gov- 
ernment's decree. “We 
already have laws prohibit- 
ing the possession of explo- 
sives,” the official told 
Reutera. “The criminals 
won't voluntarily band in 
foeir explosives.” 


U.S. concerned about Russian 


nuclear plants; inspectors barred 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Russians claiming “military 
sensitivity” have kept 
American officials from a 
foil safety inspection of 
aging Soviet-era plutonium 
plants, according to a con- 
gressional repOTt 

Kristen Suokko, an 
&)ergy Department (DOE) 
official in charge of interna- 
tional safety probletxis, said 
in an interview that she was 
awaiting an invitation to 
inspect foe, plant at 
Kiasnoyaiak in Siberia. 

“We’re keeping our fin- 
gers crossed,'' ste said. 

In September, after two' 
years of efforts, U.S. 
inspectors were able to con- 
duct foil inspection of 
another plant in nearby 
Tomsk, she said. 

The report by the (jeneral 
Accouotiag Office (GAO), 
which conducts investiga- 
tions for Congress, cited 
difficulties U.S. officials 
have bad inspecting Rus- 
sian plants under efforts to 
coope^ in nuclear safety. 

It said Energy Department 


officials were demed full 
access to Tomsk and 
Krasnoyarsk “because of 
their military sensitivity." 
In foe case of Tomsk, foat 
referred to iospection at- 
tempts before foe Septem- 
visit, Ms. Sudcko said 

The United States has 
spent S26.9 million to help 
counter dangers from 
nuclear waste, largely from 
production of weapons- 
grade plutonium, in the for- 
mer Soviet Union, foe 
report said That covers 
studies of contanunation in 
foe Arctic region, waste 
deanup and otl^ activities. 

The GAO report quoted a 
private laboratoiy analysis 
that showed foat Russia's 
nuclear weapons pro- 
granune releases about 650 
times as much radioactivity 
as the U.S. we^ons com- 
plex. 

Russia still has three reac- 
tors designed for plutonium 
production, and all were 
built more dian 30 years 
ago. Since then, significant 
SiUfety improvements have 


been made in plant design, 
the rq>ort noted. 

“Alfoough detailed safety 
analyses are not available to 
DOE officials, they believe 
the reactors have safety 
problems because of foeir 
design and age,” tiie report 
said. 

The third plant, at Chel- 
yabinsk, in the foothills of 
foe Ural Mountains, no 
longer is produdog plutoni- 
um, although it reprocesses 
spent foel from nuclear sub- 
marines. 

Sen. Bob Graham, who 
asked for foe report, said 
Russia's plutonium-produc- 
ing plants are particularly 
worrying because their 
design resembles the 
Chernobyl plant, scene of 
foe Soviets' biggest nuclear 
disaster. 

Sen. Graham said there is 
no international accord cov- 
ering the plutonium plants, 
as there is for the 58 
Cbernobyl-type reactors, 
which only produce power 
for civilian purposes. 


work today,” one official 
said in Dublin. 

The impasse is over foe 
vexed question of scrapping 
foe weapons with which 
Irish Republican Army 
(IRA) guerrillas wa^d a 
25-year-oId war against 
British rule in Northern 
Ireland until they called a 
trace on Aug. 31, 1994. The 
IRA's pro-British extremist 
Protestant foes matched the 
ceasefire soon after. 

Britain insists on an arms 
handover before Sinn Fein 
is given a ticket to foe talks. 

Ireland wants preliminary 
all-party talks to run in par- 
allel to foe work of an out- 
side pane] of experts foat 
would adjudicate on the 
timing and logistics of guer- 
rilla fosannamenL 


Ruling 
party scores 
big win in 
Ivory Coast 
elections 


ABIDJAN (R) — The rul- 
ing Democratic Party has 
scored a landslide victory 
in Ivory Coast's second 
multi-party general elec- 
tion, maioiainiag its post- 
independence stranglehold 
on power in the west 
African nation. 

The main opposition par- 
ties managed to salvage 
some dignity, sli^tiy 
increasing foeir representa- 
tion in parliament after 
dropping a poll boycott that 
triggered bloody political 
and ethnic clashes during 
foe October presidemial 
election. 

But presidenti;^ hopeful 
Francis Wodie, who broke 
r anks with biS C^TpOSiOOD 
allies in October only to 
suffer a crushing defeat at 
the hands of ruling pa^ 
leader Henri Konan Bedie. 
suffered foe double indig- 
nity of losing bis seat in 
pariiamenL 

“Unlike foe presidential 
elections during which the 
active boycott ^ from foe 
opposition parties caused 
unprecedented material 
and human losses for our 
country, polling took place 
in a spirit of calm, peace 
and conviviality,” Interior 
Minister Emile Constant 
Bombet told a news confer- 
ence Monday. 

Sunday’s election was the 
second of three this year in 
Ivory Coast, the world's 
top cocoa producer which 
is hoping to c^italise on a 
reputation for stabibty to 
attract foreign investment 
and boost its economy. 

The polls end with Dec. 
17 municipal elections and 
are the second since foe 
advent of multi-party poli- 
tics in 1990. 

Official results, released 
Monday night, gave foe 
ruling party 145 in the 175 
seats in foe new National 
Assembly — the first elea- 
ed since the death in 1993 
of the nation's founding 
father Felix Houphouet- 
Boigny. 

The Rally Of the 
Republicans (RDR), 
formed by disenchanted 
ruling party members after 
Mr. Bedie took over on 
Mr. Houphouet-Boigny's 
death, won at least 13 seats 
in its first electoral test — 
principally in foe mainly 
Muslim north. 

The Ivorian Popular 
Frout (FPI), which spear- 
headed the campaign foat 
forced Mr. Houphouet- 
Boigny to accept multi- 
party politics in 1990. won 
nine seaK. 

But its candidates still 
had hopes of winning in 
four seats in Abidjan's pop- 
ulous outlying suburbs and 
thi^ seats where the gov- 
enunent posq>oned polling 
on security grounds — 
including Che one held by 
party leader Laurent 
Cjbagbo. 

The government has s^d 
polling will take place in 
foe tb^ seats around foe 
FPI stronghold of Gagnoa 
when migrant farmers from 
Mr. Bedie's Baoule tribe 
feel it is safe to return. 





An undated file photo shows troops Japan’s Ground Self Defence fo^ marching 
during an annual military parade. Japanese Prime Minister Tomiicfai Murayama 
vowed to adopt a new defence plan despite a coalition rift (AFP photo) 


Murayama vows to adopt new 
defence plan despite coalition rift 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan's 
Prime Minister Tomiichi 
Murayama vowed Tuesday 
to adopt a new defence pol- 
icy oudine by foe end of foe 
day, despite a rift within the 
ruling coalition over the 
issue of banning arms 
exports. 

The country's first 
defence policy outline in 
two decades envisages a 
more streamlined military 
in foe post cold war era wiih 
20 per cent fewer troops or 
around 145.000. down from 
the current ceiling '6f 
180,000. 

The coalition government 
agreed to foe cut in militaty 
personnel last week and Jijl 
Press reported Tuesday foat 
foe three parties had also 
reached an agreement on 
foe wending of a clause call- 
ing for the abolition of 
nuclear arms. 

Under the agreement, the 
parties agreed to delete the 
word “ultimate” from a 
clause on the abolition of 
nuclear weapons. Instead, 
foe new wording says Japan 
will make “steady and t^- 
istic” efforts to achieve foe 
same goal, Jiji said. 

The agreement reponedly 
left arms exports as the 
major sticking point. 

Under three principles 
adopted in 1967, Japan pro- 
hibits exports of arms to 
Communist countries, 
countries embargoed by the 


United Nations and coun- 
tries involved in military 
conflict or likely to be 
involved in foe near future. 

The conservative Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP), 
the biggest pany in the 
coalition, has so far rejected 
demands by its two smaller 
coalition partners to include 
the three principles in foe 
defence policy outline. 

LOP sources were quoted 
as saying that they were 
responding to foe wishes of 
Japanese defence contrac- 
tors. which want foe possi- 
bility of exports left open in 
preparation for the launch 
of joint arms production 
with the United States. 

Japan's major defence 
contractors include 

Mitsubishi Heavy 

Industries Ltd.. Kawasaki 
Heavy Industries Ltd., 
Toshiba Corp. and NEC 
Corp. 

Murayama's Social 
Democratic Party and the 
centrist New Party 
Sakigake reportedly want 
the principles included in 
the defence policy outline. 

At a meeting with selected 
cabinet ministers Tuesday, 
Mr. Murayama agreed that a 
compromise should be 
reached by the end of the 
day, officials said. 

Others attending the spe- 
cial meeting indued 
International Trade and 
Industry Minister Ryutaro 


Hasbimoto. who is also 
president of foe LDP, and 
Finance Minister Masa- 
yoshi Takemura, foe head of 
Sakigake. Foreign Minister 
Yohei Kono and Defence 
Agency Director General 
Seisbiro Eto also attended. 

‘1 don't want to change 
the basis of foe three princi- 
ples. But whether to include 
them into the outline is 
another matter,'' Mr. 
Hasbimoto was quoted 
telling a news conference 
after foe meeting. 

“I think foe three princi- 
ples are something that 
should not be included in 
the outline.” 

Ironically, it was Mr. 
Hashimoto's own party and 
ministry which gave birth to 
the three principles on 
exporting arms. 

The International Trade 
and Industry Ministry laid 
down foe prohibitions in 
1962 following increases in 
Japanese arms exports to 
Asian countries. 

Five years later, then 
Prime Minister Eisako Sato 
presented the three princi- 
ples to parliament as the 
government's official poli- 
cy. In 1976, another LDP 
prime minister, Takeo Miki, 
expressed relqctance to 
export arms to other coun- 
tries as well. 


U.S. envoy meets Bangladeshi premier; 
Washington calls for solution to standoff 


DHAKA (AFP) — The 
United States Tue.sday 
called on political parties 
here to show “creativity and 
flexibility” in resolving a 
19-month standoff ahead of 
controversial general elec- 
tions set for early next year. 

"The U.S. government 
continues to urge both the 
government of Bangladesh 
and the opposition to 
resolve their differences.” 
sai.d a statement issued here 
by the United States 
Information Service. 

Only thus could “free, fur 
and frilly contested elec- 
tions ... be held in a peace- 
fril and timely fashion.” 

Ute statement expressed 
hope that both sides “will 
demonstrate the creativity 
and flexibility needed to 
overcome a lengthy politi- 
cal stalemate that ihrrateos 
foe dentocraiic process and 
undermines economic 
progress." 

Hie statement came the 
day after U.S. Ambassador 
David Merrill met Prime 
Minister Khaleda Zia for 
just over an hour to discuss 
the current situation, the 
Bhorer Kagoj and other 
dailies reported 

Political commentator 
Aiaus Samod attacked the 
U.S. statement saying it 
“undermines the 


respectability of politicians 
(and) Bangladeshis. 

He added foe statement 
was “premature” as foe two 
sides could still reach a 
negotiated settlemenL 

Chowdhury Rafiqul Ab- 
rar. a professor with Dhaka 
University’s International 
Relations Faculty, said foe 
statement stemmed from 
U.S. Frusteation. As a major 
aid donor the United States 
wanted “proper elections to 
ensure stability.” he added. 

Although a U.S. embassy 
source here earlier Tuesday 
described foe meeting as a 
routine “courtesy call." the 
Bhorer Kagoj quoted an 
unidentified senior govern- 
ment minister a.s saying the 
meeting was “important.” 

A diplomatic source said 
discu.ssions were moving in 
the right direction because 
“something, some sort of 
.solution” to the crisis has to 
be found. 

Hie talks came three days 
after President Abdur 
Rahm^ Biswas dissolved 
(he parliament and asked 
Mrs. Zia to continue as foe 
interim prime minister until 
general elections, which 
constitutionally must be 
held within 90 days. 

Opposition groups led by 
(he Awami League's Sheikh 
Hasina Wajed welcomed 


the dissolution, but have 
reiterated foeir ^mand that 
elections be beld under a 
neutral caretaker adminis- 
tration. 

They insist free polls are 
impossible under Mrs. Zia’s 
Bangladesh Nationalist 
Party (BNP) and have 
threatened to boycott the 
polls if foeir demands are 
not met. 

Ambassador Merrill also 
met Mrs. Hasina last week, 
raising hopes in some quar- 
ters foat foe United States 
was prepared to mediate 
between the two sides. 

Ruling Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party sources 
said Mrs. Zia would soon 
reply to a letter sent by Mrs. 
Hasina containing the oppo- 
sition deznands. 

The two women leaders 
spoke on foe telephone late 
Sunday to discuss the crisis. 
Although there was no 
immediate breakthrough, 
their first conversation 
since March 1994 was 
greeted with optimism. 

The opposition .resigned 

en masse from the 330- 
meraber parliament to push 
their demands for Mrs. 
Zia’s resignation and polls 
under a carelaker govern- 
ment. Mrs, Zia shunned foe 
demands as “unconstitu- 
tional.” 


Brazil studies 
Zeppelin patrol for 
Amazon 


BRASILIA (R) — 

Brazilian officials are 
studying foe possibility of 
using Zeppelins to patrol 
the Amazon rain forest, 
state-ow^ news agency 
Agencia Brasil repoited. 
Officials firom the traos- 
port, ail force and envir<»- 
ment ministries would dis- 
cuss the 0an Hiesday, it- 
said. Under foe proposal, 
Zeppelins would guard tfae_ 
Amazonian frontiers, carry - 
goods and passengers and : 
monitor any kind of emer- . 
gency io foe vast jungje. 
The agency quoted Joseb 
Seixas Lourenco, secretary 
of state for tbe Amazon, as 
saying airships had been 
used in Brazil during- 
World War 1. 




Onion fair attracts 
thousands 


BERN, Switzerland (AP) 
— An onion fair dating 
back more than 500 years 
attracted tens of thousands 
of people to the Swiss cap- 
ital Monday. Tourists 
locals crowded medieval 
streets where more than 
700 brightly-coloured 
stalls displayed some 80.3 
metric tonnes of onions, 
twisted into plaits and gar- 
lands or depicting faces, 
anti figures. Also on sale 
were (^ traditional onion 
and cheese tarts and candy. 
According to legend, the 
market commemorates the 
help given by the citizens 
of foe nearby town of 
Fribourg when fixe broke 
out in Bern on May 14, 
1405. Id return, the people 
of Bern granted the 
Fribourg peasants foe ri^t 
to sell their winter vegeta- 
bles at city ma^ets. 


007 hits 
Stockholm 


STOCKHOLM (AP) — 
Agent 007 bit Stockholm 
Monday. Actor Pierce 
Brosnan, who plays James 
Bond in the newly released 
Goldeneye, said Sean 
Connery was his fevoifrite 
actor as foe femed martini- 
si pping agent Togefoer 
wifo co-star Izabella 
Scorapeo. Brosnan met the 
press at foe Grand Hotel 
sborriy before Mon^y 
night's gala openii^. 
“Hiere wiU be mtxre Bo^ 
movies," Brosnan said. 
Tbe Irish-born Brosnan has 
signed contracts for two 
more Bond movies and 
expects to play a fourth. 
Although there are no 
scripts yet locations have 
already been selected, the 
Swedish News Agency 
(TT) said. “Iz^Ua is a 
wonderful woman,” Bros- 
nao ssud about Polish-lrora 
actress-model Scorupco, 
who has also lived in 
Sweden. 


After death, Robert 
Bolt ‘still drops by 
for a drink’ 


LONDON (AP) — Robert 
Bolt was a man for all sea- 
sons — and then some, if 
his widow Sarah Miles is to 
be believed. Hie Oscar- 
winning screenwriter hus- 
band, who died in February 
aged 70, o^n visits foeir 
country home,. Miles told 
foe D^y Mail newqi^r 
in an interview pubUsbtfi 
Saturday. His corporeal 
body is buried in their 
bacltyard. Bolt was an 
a^ist who did not share 
his wife’s beliefs in the 
afterlife, but the day be 
died of complications fol- 
lowing a stroke. Miles says 
she told him; ‘*Whea you 
go, damn well come back 
and give me proof foat I'm 
right and you're wrong?” 
he did, and be k^s 
doing it, and that’s why I'm 
not lonely," Miles told tbe 
Daily Mil. “He started do- 
ing the weirdest things, 
moving things around the 
bouse, a drink would sud- 
denly dis^pear from 
someone's gla^.” Boh was 
a heavy tirinker. Bolt, who 
collaborated closely with 
British Director David 
Lean, won Oscars for A 
Man For AH Seasons 
( 1 966) and Doctor Zhivago 
(1965). Bolt was twice 
mairi^ to Miles,' who 
staned in the 1970 produc- 
tion of Ryan's Daushtet 
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• Speaker of Uw House of Kepresentad^es Nc^^t Cingricb (left) announces to journalists: at his oftlce in Mariviia, 
Geori^ that he does not intend u> run for the presidency of the L'niied Slates in 1996 (AKF photo) 

Gingrich rules out running for president in 1996 


MAWETTA. Ga |R» — 
L\S. House of Reprc.scn- 
latives Speaker Newt Ginu- 
rich, ending months of spec • 
ulation about his poiiticai 
ambitions, s;iid Monday he 
u-ould not seek the Repub- 
lican presidential nomina- 
tion in 1996. 

The Georgia Republican 
told a nesh-s conference at 
his Georgia district oHlce 
his duiie.s as speaker, partic- 
ularly in the battle with 
President Bill Clinton over 
n balanced budget, preclud- 
ed u While House run next 
year. 

"We've decided that we 
would explicitly, definitely 
close the door so thcre'.s no 
more speculaticm. i will not 
run next year for president,” 
Mr. Gingrich said. “My 
imem is w run for te-elcc- 
tion to the House and hope- 
fully be speaker ugiun." 


The 52->ejr-old former 
history professor, wiiiriy 
viewed as the lea^r of ite 
so-called Republican 
Revolution, raised the pos- 
sibility of a White House 
bid shortly after taking over 
O.S speaker this year. But he 
quickly played dow*n the 
possibility, saying he want- 
ed the expiosure 

given a potential curididute 
mainly to advance Repub- 
lic;u) legi»laiive proposes. 

Mr. Gingnch said he 
thought it would be ditTiculi 
to te speaker and run a 
national campaign for presi- 
dent. **I agree with my fam- 
ily and many constituents 
th:u my work as s-peaker of 
the House is more important 
at this time as we work on 
balancing the budget and 
reaewieg the American 
dream,” he said in a state- 
mem rdea.sed by his office. 


Me told reporters the bud- 
get battle W.LS "(he most 
important single decision 
about the future uf our chil- 
dren and gmndchiliiren and 
it's very importum that we 
really locus over ilie next 
few week-s to make sure we 
uctuully get to a balanced 
budget that's real, that 
occurs in seven years :uid 
that changes things.” 

Mr. Clinton and the 
Republican-led Congress 
remain divided over tax and 
spending priorities and over 
ways to balance the budget. 
Their dispute punly closed 
(he government for six ckiys 
this month, tlie longest such 
shutdown ever. 

They agreed on Nov. 19 to 
extend a stopgap arrange- 
ment for funding govem- 
ment operations to Dec. IS. 
giving more time to .syi 
spending levels for 1996 


and deal with bri.>ader 
isbues. 

Mr. Gingrich said he 
reached his deci.sion iiu( to 
run for president lifter dis- 
cussing the idea with his 
family during the ‘I'h:inks- 
giving holiday, lie had 
become the last major hold- 
out among possible Repub- 
lican candidates when 
retired :irmy Gen. Colin Po- 
well announced his decision 
not to run on Nov. 8. 

The battle over the budget 
ha.s taken a toll on Mr. 
Gingrich’s .sumdiiig in pub- 
lic opinion polls, where he 
has recently trailed Mr. 
Clinton. He said he would 
not endorse a Republican 
candidate before the nomi- 
nating convention next 
summer, saying he hoped to 
be asked to be chairman of 
(he convention and so 
would remain neutral. 


China launches peace offensive after war games 


Rob6- 


* HONG KONG (R) — A 
pro-China newspaper in 
Hong Kong Tuesday por- 
trayt^ Taiwan as wa^like 
and China as peace-loving 
in a new round of polemics 
on Taiwan indepen^nce. 

Tbe front-page story in 
the Beijing-controlled daily 
Wen Wei Po came a day- 
after a warning that China's 
military exccrcises had 
proved it could launch a 
"shattering attack” on the 
island. 

Wen Wei Po quoted what 
it said were Taiwan busi- 
nessmen in China as saying 
that China was peaceful but 
that their home island was 
belligerent. 

“Fujian (proviiKc) is turn- 
ing miliiary airports into 
civil fields and opening mil- 
itary pons to (civil) piers.” 
the paper quoted a “Mr. 
Lin” as saying. 

“You be^ little discu.s'sion 


about war and none about 
attacking Taiwan," Mr, Lin 
was quoted as saying. 

The atmosphere in Taiwan 
wa.s different, with the 
Streets full of talk, of war 
and the govemmem buying 
foreign weapons and hold- 
ing war games, he was quot- 
ed as saying. 

However, the last military 
e.vercise Taiwan held was 
on Oct. 7 in preparation for 
the ceremonial Oct 10 
National Day. No shots 
went fired. 

In an earlier article 
Monday Wen Wei Po said 
Chinese war games staged 
in Fujian last weekend were 
based on an offensive strat- 
egy to ’‘vomplcicly crush” 
opponents and were a 
severe 'Warning to Taiwan 
against indepeiKkncc. 

China views Taiwan us a 
rebel province, the last 
refuee of a .Nationalist gov- 


emmeni which fled theru 
from the mainland after los- 
ing a civil war to the 
Communisu in 1949. 

Wk‘n Wei Po said the peo- 
ple of Fujian, the Chinese 
province closest to Taiwan, 
welcomed cross-straiis bu- 
siness. 

"But for the reunification 
of the motherland, the peo- 
ple in Fujian will not hesi- 
tate to sacrifice their inter- 
est.” it said. 

Wei Po quoted 
Beijing experts on Taiwan 
as saying the war games had 
shown China’s ^icrmina- 
tion to unify the country. 

"China bos not changed 
its basic principle of trying 
every means to avoid war, 
which will do no good 
either to Toiwtui or to 
China.. .and will only make 
foreign^ laugh at us,” said 
Ji.tng Dianming, director of 
Beijing’s ln.sti{u(e of 


Taiwan Studies. 

But "peaceful reunifica- 
tion” and the absence of :my 
promise not to use force 
were not contradictory, he 
said. 

The aim of China's war 
games was to show non- 
peacefiil means would be 
used if Ibiwan went inde- 
pendent, he added. 

Taiwan's inseparability 
from China wa.s the neces- 
sary basis for unity talks, he 
said. 

Mr. Jiang said the latest 
war games had no direct 
link to Taiwan's Dec. 2 gen- 
eral election. 

"Even if there wu.s no 
election, we would have to 
stand in combat readiness 
against the separation incli- 
nation emerging on Taiwan, 
because the core issue is 
national sovereignty,” he 
.s'oid. 


Burma delegates told to hold firm on constitution 




RANGOON iR) ~ 
Delegates to Burma's mili- 
tary-run Constitution:!! 
Convention were told 
Tuesday to take all the time 
they need to draft a consti- 
totion and not to allow ibeir 
task to be disrupted. 

"We all have the responsi- 
inliiy to maintain the ?>uc- 
cess the national convention 
has gained so far.” Major 
General Myo Nyunt, chair- 
nan of the convening com- 
ntiiiee, told the 631 dele- 
gates at the Opening cere- 
iQtxjy of the fifth sc.ssicQ of 
the convention which has 
been meeting sporadicaliy 
for nearly three years. 

“SLORC will never allow 
the good situation so far 
achieved to be weakened,” 
he said, referring to the rul- 
ing State Law and Order 


Restoration Council. "We 
will never allow the 
National Convention... to be 
disturbed by any forces." 

Last week the opposition 
National League for 
Democracy (NLD) party, 
led by NotMfl Peace laureate 
.Aung San Suu Kyi, attacked 
the coDvcntioii process a.s 
undemocratic and threat- 
ened a boycott if it was not 
changed. 

.Although NT-D scored a 
1990 election landslide vic- 
tory, SLORC never allowed 
It to govern, saying the 
elected representatives only 
had powers to Jrali a new 
eonstiturion. 

Some NLD members and 
other "elccfed representa- 
tives'' have panicip:ited in a 
very limited way in previ- 
ous’ conslitution.'d talks. 


making up only about IS 
per cent of the total dele- 
gates. 

.Ms. Suu Kyi lold Reuters 
in an interview Monday that 
NLD delegates who have 
previously anended the con- 
vention would go to 
Tue.sday‘.s opening session 
and tbe party would then 
decide whether to partici- 
pate in the talks or boycott 
them. 

Site is not unending 
because she was still under 
Iiounc arrest when the 
process began :ind was not 
named :ls a delegate. 
Tuesday’s session is the first 
held .since she was relcitsd 
unconditionally in July, 

Ms. Suu Kyi also reiterat- 
ed her oft-repeated but us 
yet un:inswered cal! to the 
slorc for dialogue with the 


opposition, saying that was 
the only way to achieve true 
democracy. 

.Many dipIomuLs had 
hoped Ms. Suu Kyi and the 
NLD would take a decisive 
.stance on the convention 
before it resumed, saying it 
was a key opportunity to 
end the agonisingly slow 
advances made by the NLD 
since July. 

Bui NLD parry Chairman 
Aung Shwc stuck to Ms. 
,Suu Kyi's line Tue.sday at 
the opening ceremony. 

"We have to hear wlut 
they say.” he told Reuters, 
"After we heitf what llicy 
have to say today we will 
know hcttcr." 

A total of 97 NLD inem- 
hers were eligible to attend 
the convention, he said. 


J Italian parties agree on vote; president urges calm 


V 

ROME (R) — Italy's politi- 
^ rivals Tuesday agreed on 
(he need to call an early 
general election but Presi- 
6eoi Oscar Luigi Sculfaro 
called for calm during the 
country's looming Europe- 
. pa''; an Union (EU) presidency. 

^ fcT Speaking on an official 
the Netherlands, Mr. 
TDii^jfScaU^ said Italy had “a 
great responsibility towards 
^ Eoiope and not just Europe” 

during its time at the helm 
' Ur of the I5-ibembcf EU. 

Italy takes over the rotat- 


a 


ing EL six-month presiden- 
cy in January and some cen- 
trist. have called for techno- 
crat Prime Minister 
Lambeno Dini to stay in 
office during this high-pro- 
file penod to prevent poten- 
tial chaos. 

"The main point for all of 
us is to ensure that nobody 
tomorrow can say Italy’s 
problems have had a nega- 
tive effect on Europe," Mr. 
ScaJfaro told iDlinn RAl 
television. 

However, the publicly- 


declared position of leading 
politicians seemed U> be 
hardening lowttrds an elec- 
tion as soon its possible 
after months of political 
jousting. 

Massimo d'AIema, leader 
of the former communist 
Democratic Parly of ihc 
Left (PDS) that suppons 
Mr. Dini, told reporters that 
the country needed an elec- 
tion. 

"The acting is over, let's 
go and vote.” he said 
Monday night, agreeing 


with former I*rimc Minister 
Silvio Berlusconi who has 
made nuiny calls for elec- 
tions three ye:irs e;irly. 

PDS Deputy Piero Fjis- 
.sino .said Italy could vote by 
Feb. 20 with minimal di.s- 
rupiion to the EU presiden- 
cy. 

Mr. Sc.'ilturo, in .a move 
that some interpreted as 
aimed at pushing buck tin 
immediate election to after 
the presidency ends in June, 
un Monday praised Mr. 
Dini’s gov'emment. 


Sri Lankan army rolls into 
Jaffna, rebels vow revenge 


COLOMBO iR» — Sri 
Lankan troops tightened the 
noose Ibesday around the 
nonhem rebel sirangbold of 
Jaffna as the guerrilla 
movemem’.s leader warned 
it would be hard fur the 
army to hold on to its gains. 

The military used tanks to 
blast through the town's 
booby-trapped maze of 
streets on ilie final leg of its 
long march towards Jaffna, 
where the Liberation Tigers 
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) 
have run a vinuai mini-state 
for a decade. 

The troops pushed 
towards Jatfna’s town cen- 
tre in separate flanks after 
capturing areas north of 
Chundikkuii on its southern 
(ip and south of the Kanda- 
suiny Hindu temple at the 
other end, a Defence Minis- 
try si,-uemem said. 

Air force jels bombed 
LTFE targets northwest of 
Jaffna Fon in the centre of 
town, the statement added. 


"Though piloLs have con- 
firmed direct hits on these 
targets, tbe number of rebels 
killed and injured due to air 
and artilleiy anacks are net 
available,” it said. 

Two soldiers died Mon- 
day, while three otficer.s and 
24 soldiers were wounded, 
the statement said. 

An estimated 2,(X)0 guer- 
rillas were reported to be 
trapped inside the town, 
un^le to escape the mili- 
tai y gau ntlet 

LriL leader VelupiUai 
Prabhakaran admitted Mon- 
day the army might capture 
the rebel ciiade) but said it 
would be "a great historical 
mistake'' for the Colombo 
government. 

"It is not liard to capture a 
land with massive force. To 
stand tinn in tbe captured 
land is tbe hard thing,” Ihe 
shadowy leader told the 
rebel Voice of Tigers radio. 

.Military iinalysts e.xpect 
toe annv to enter the town 


soon. 

Mr. Prabhakaran. speak- 
ing in a broadcast heard in 
the nanhem govemtneni- 
ruled to wn o f Vavuniya, 
said Lhe LTTE had not b^n 
"tern ply weakened” i.n the 
current oftensive and the 
military had lost more men 
than the rebels. 

"We fought cle\erly in a 
land which is favourite to 
Us” against the army "w hich 
came in with a big number 
of soldiers and heavy 
armoury,” .Mr. Prabhakaran 
said. 

The miliiajy puts its own 
death toll at about .'00 since 
the launch of Operation 
Riviresa or. Oct. 1 ? and says 
the rebels ba\e lost more 
than 1 .600 men in w hat anu- 
!%sts have described as a 
huge military success for 
the army. 

"The war for Jaffna is 
only a lempcrary setback,” 
Mr. Prabhakaran said. 
"Fro.Ti t.his setback we will 


reach victory.” 

The military' is adamant it 
will not let Jaffna slip back 
into rebel hands. 

"Holding Ja^a will not 
be easy but we’re confident 
our troops are up to it,” a 
miliiary spokesman told 
Reuters. 

He said the army would 
change its approach of 
uxpa.iding fonvard defence 
lines (FDLs) once the town 
is captured. 

The army has so far been 
e.xpa.nding its hold on the 
northern peninsula by push- 
ing forward its defences on 
a line and by holding on to 
the icrriiory ’behind them. 

".Maintaining FDLs takes 
more troops.” the sT>okes- 
man said. 

In.<iiead, the army would 
adopt a new plan to secure 
the town, repulse rebel 
attacks and mount their own 
attacks on rebels, he said. 
He did not give details of 
the plxn 


Grenade blasts kill 1, hurt 28 in Philippines 


COT.AB.ATO, Philippines 
IR) — L'nidemified men 
hurled four grenades in a 
market in the southern 
Philippines Tuesday, killing 
a boy and wour^ing 28 
other people, police and res- 
cuers said. 

Police said the attack was 
apparently triggered by 
local political leuds. They 
had no evidence to link it to 
current talks in Indonesia 
between Manila and Mus- 


lim insurgents on ending a 
23-year .Muslim rebellion in 
the southern Philippines. 

Three men hurled the 
grenades one after the other 
at a market in the town of 
Kabacan in North Cotabato 
province, town police chief 
Captain Jose Briones said. 

"We do not believe it has 
something to do with the 
talks in Jakana." he said by 
telephone. "Otherwise, 
there would have been 


attacks in other places." 

Kabacan, on .Mindanao 
Island, has a mi.xed 
Christian and Muslim popu- 
lation of 62.0U(«. 

Capi. Briones said "all 
indications" pointed to a 
possible connection to the 
killing of Kabacan Vice- 
.Mayor Karutin Makalipat. 
He died last w eekend after a 
bomb explosion in his 
office last month. 

Radio repons said police 


were investigating whether 
the target of Tuesday’s 
attack W 0 .S a suspect in the 
vice-mtiyor’s killing who 
owned a restaurant in 
Kabacan market. 

The police and military 
have been on top alert 
throughout the south since 
last weekend to forestall 
any attacks by Muslim radi- 
cals not involved in the 
Jakarta peace talks. 


S.Korea reinforces military on political unrest 


SEOUL (R) — South 
Korean Defence Minister 
Lee Yang-Ho ordered tbe 
miliiaiy Tuesday lo rein- 
force readiness against 
arch-enemy North Korea as 
the South grapples with 
political turmoil. 

In u letter to military com- 
manders, he did not specifi- 
cally mention a slush fund 
.sca^al embroiling ex- 
Presidem Roh Tae-Woo and 
the nation's top business- 
men, or a traumatic re- 
opening of old wounds 
caused by a 1 980 army mas- 
sacre. 

“North Korea is expected 
to employ a variety of 
aggressive activities to take 
over the South through 
Communist revolution by 
taking advantage of recent 
domestic incidents,” Mr. 
Lee said, clearly referring to 


those episodes. 

He said commanders 
should firmly unite and 
strengthen precautions 
against the Stalinist North. 

The two Koreas are still 
technically at war since the 
1950-53 Korean War and in 
the past several months 
there have been two armed 
incursions from the North 
that have created ftill-scale 
security alerts in tbe South. 

Mr. Roh ha.s been arrested 
and is in detention after 
admitting to amassing a 
$654 million slush fund 
while in office. 

He and his predecessor 
Chun Doo Hwan also face 
criminal pro.<;ecuiion after 
media reports Tuesday said 
the CoDsiiiuiional Court has 
decided to overturn a deci- 
sion not to file charges 
against them for directing a 


1980 coup. 

President Kim Young- 
Sam for the first time last 
week declared the May 17 
military action was a coup. 
He ordered his ruling 
Democratic Liberal Party to 
draft a special law to punish 
.Mr. Roh and Mr. Chun for 
crushing a pro-democracy 
revolt that followed the 
coup in the southwestern 
city of Kw angju. 

Almost 20U people were 
killed in the massacre by 
official count. Kwangju res- 
idents say over 1 ,000 died. 

Media reports said prose- 
cutors were preparing to 
reopen their investigation 
into the coup and the mas- 
sacre. .At the time of the 
events Mr. Chun and Mr. 


Roh were both army major 
generals. 

N'iciim.s of the Kwangju 
slaughter Tuesday scoffed 
at Mr, Kim's Initiative. 

“I suspect this must be a 
political show .^signed to 
mislead the' people,” soTd. 
Chon Kay-Ryang, whose 
son was l^Ied after being 
shot in the head by troops 
that stormed the cii>'. 

He noted that Mr. Kim’s 
move came as the public 
called for a probe into the 
use of political funds in the 
1992 presidential election 
that swept Mr. Kim to 
power. Mr. Kim is batUing a 
credibility problem after 
denying he dipped into Mr. 
Roh's slush ftinds to fund 
his campaign. 


Russian doctor pushes 
own vision, example 
on campaign trail 


MOSCOW (.AP) — 

Hundreds of thousands of 
Russians have trusted 
Svyatoslav Fyodorov with 
their eyes. Now he wonts 
them to look around, then 
give him their votes. 

"It pains me that the peo- 
ple whose vision 1 restored 
see a ruined country.” say 
the blue campaign leaflets 
ihul lie in stacks at Dr. 
Fyodorov’s sprawling med- 
icol complex, the Eye 
Microsurgery Institute. 

The stocky, gray-haired 
surgeon won fame for- 
tune in Soviet days lor his 
assembly-line surgery for 
near-sightedness. Then he 
cast lus lot with Boris 
Yeltsin, branched out in 
business and continued to 
prosper in the rough-and- 
tumble capitalism that fol- 
lowed. 

Now Dr, Fyodorov is 
turning his household name 
and hi.s wetillh into one of 
(he most prominent bids in 
pariiamcniary elections 
next month. 

He say.s his success cun be 
Russia's too — if it just fol- 
lows his example. 

"He is our Ross Perot, a 
typical self-made man who 
wishes good for others 
loo," the magazine Novoye 
Vremya wrote. 

Of the 43 p:mies compet- 
ing in December electioas. 
Dr. Fyodorov’s Workers’ 
Self-Government Party is 
among just a half-dozen 
expected to win the 5 per 
cent of the vote needed to 
claim scats in parliament. 


When pressed. Dr. 
Fyodorov lists the pro- 
reform parties as allies, but 
he promotes his own ideal 
of "cooperative" business, 
in which Russia's giant 
enterprises would be broken 
down into millions of small 
ones wholly owned by 
woricers. 

He preaches the vinues of 
hard work and lots of work- 
er incentives. 

Unlike many of Russia’s 
new rich, whom he calls 
“fat cats." the 6S-year-oId 
Fyodorov remains popular 
despite his empire, which 
includes casino and hotel 
holdings. 

He i.s seen as both a savvy 
businessman who takes core 
of his employees, and as a 
doctor — a man who con 
point to actually having 
helped people. He is known 
for giving eye operations to 
Russians at a discount by 
charging more for foreign- 
er.s. 

“He's a decent man. ... He 
could help heal the coun- 
UV-,” said .Margarita 
Logvenova. a 65-year-old 
radiologist who plans to 
vote for Dr. Fyodorov. 
"He’s u doctor who took the 
Hippocratic oath, and he 
won't go back on it," 

A poll released last week 
by the Russian Centre for 
Public Opinioiv .showed that 
nearly 10 per cent of 
respondents listed Dr. 
Fyodorov among the five or 
six political figures they 
trust most. 
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History in free flow 


!N HTS book, *Trom Abdullah to Husselii,” 
Robert Satlof, the president of the Washing- 
ton Institute for Near East Policy, subtly 
observes that Jordanians are 'most ignorant 
of their cmitemporary history because they 
jaardiy have any historians, and the few 
books written by mostiy Westmn and Isra^ 
scholars are effectively not available for th*^ 
because tiiey are censored. 

At a s eminar held yesterday to commemo- 
rate Was6 A1 Tal, the popular prime minis- 
ter who was assassinated in Cairo in 1971, 
historian Ali Mahafcah noted that there was 
dearth of serious bu^raphies, scholary 


a 


research and rbrcinirfing of Jordanian his- 
tory, espedafly on relations betwera Jorda- 
nians and Palestinians, to whidi Mr. Tal fidl 
victim. 

As yesterday’s commemoration ceremony 
showed, the best, some would say the only, 
biography of the late prime minister, was 
written by an Israeli scholar, Asha* Snsser. 
Dr. Mafaafaah noted in his review of Mr. 
Susser’s book that vfhen the publication was 
translated into Arabic, the publishers of the 
Arabic version chose to omit two cluqrters, 
one on the authcHr’s conclusions on Mr. Tal’s 
life and the other on Jordan after the prime 
minister’s assassination. Though we are not 
sure of the real reasons bdiind the trans- 
lator’s choice to omit these two chapters, we 
suspect that the censor has ordered them 
dr^^ped from' the Arabic verskm. 

WMch leads us to think of the Press and 
Publications Law, the piece of legislation that 
prescribes to Jordanians what to read and 
what to write. It is this law, in the various 
forms and shapes it took during the past 
decades, which has empowered the censors 
to approve or disapprove of any script, be it 
a chronicle, a scholary or literary work. 

The fact that Jordan has very few biog- 
raphies of its conten^Mirary leaders, or 
hardly any serious work on recent history, 
except for the officially sanctioned version, 
or any meaningful study on social life, is 
testimony to the prevalence of a strict mm- 
tality that often sees security in inverse 
proportions to freedoms of expression and 
^sought. 

Perhaps Asher Susser was right to con- 
clude in ids biography of Mr. T^ that even 
though most of Jordan’s political elite were 
schooled in the West they still accept and 
cherish the authoritarian tradition of the 
laddie East. 

Perhaps, this can acconnt for the elite’s 
inclination towards restricting the freedom 
of expression- even more. This inclination, 
however, does not tally with all other as|nra- 
tions for democracy, liberation and peace. 


ABABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER in A1 Ra*i said Tuesday that the Ministiy of 
Labour lost its credibility by foiling to live up to its 

P romises and to orgai^e the id^ labour market. Fahed A1 
anek said that the ministry had announced that on July 25 
this year, it gave the non-Jordanian workers three months 
grace period to adjust to reguladons after finding that tens 
of thousands of them have been living and worUng in the 
country without valid work permits, but no drastic mea- 
sures were taken as was promised by the ministry until 
now. Only a few of die guest workers took steps to adjust 
to the new regulations and obtained work permits allowing 
them to get employment in a number of jobs allowed for 
non-Jordanians, said the writer. The country has at lest 
100,000 non-Jordanians working illegally and taking the 
place oi‘ Jordanian job-seekers, but & ^tvemment .ww/ik 
to be disinterested and unable to take any measures against 
this awkward rituation. perhaps due to the influence of 
wealthy employers who pay for less wages to guest workers 
for longer hours than they do to Jordanians wenidng less 
hours, the writer. The non-Jordanians have bMn 
allowed to work in construction and agriculture which lack 
sufficient Jordanian workers but one can see guest workers 
everywhere, he added. 


A WRITER in Al Dustbur said the Palestinian opposition 
I factions harboured by Damascus and living in eitter Syria 
' or Lebanon will soon foce die moment of troth now that 
Syria is approaching a peace treaty with Israel. Saleh Al 
Oallab said that the Syrians have asked the Lebanese 
government to disarm these foctions because the area is 
approachiug peace and there was no need for arms. In a 
further move to show the foraelis his good intentions, 
Syrian President Hafez Al Assad will at a later st^ resort 
to transforming societies, according to the writer. The 
problem with these opposition foctions is that they tried to 
i^ore the realiti^ about the ongoing political tnmsfomia- 
tion in the Arab regon. and they have been trying to stir up 
trouble for PLO Chairman Yasser Arafot for bis deals with 
Israel at the order of others, added the writer. 


Washington Watch 


By Dr. James Zo^ 


Caught between Powell 
and Gingrich, Dole comes up short 


POLITICAL DIS- 
COURSE in Washington 
during the past two numflis 
was consinned witii tvro 
events. First came the foen- 
^ of speculation that Colin 
Gen. Powdl mi^ make a 
run for the presidaKy, and 
then the letdown when he 
announced that he would 
not. Only two days later, 
the gpvenunent was rirtual- 
ly riiut down and remained 
so for a week as a result of a . 
Utter diqjote between tihe 
White House and the Con- 
gress over the terms of the 
1996 budget 

Outside the m«lia linie- 
li^ and largely forgotten 
in bofo instances was the 
profound native effect 
tiiat both devdopDMDts had 
on Ac presidential ambi- 
tions <rf Republican Senator 
Robert Mr. Dole, foe Sen- 
ate majority leader, and the 

^CT^«^^^^eskient Bin 

Ointon. 

Since Smtember, Geo. 
Gen. Powdl was ^ lead 
ptfotical story in tiie news 
on an almost da3y baris. 
IBs national book tour and 
his flirtation with a pres- 
idential bid delisted tiie 
press and political estabUsh- 
ment. He was cast as **tiie 
ideal candidate, an 
Eismiliower of the 9t^** a 
moderate Republican udio 
cmild win tiiat party bade 
fimn the contKU of the ex- 
treme xi^ wing that has 
dominated its agenda fim 
over a decade. 

At first, foe right wii^ of 
foe Reput^can party was 
silenced. But as the Gen. 
Powell momentum 


q>pea^ to grow, con- 
servatives begm to speak 
out aoinst trim. Fii^y, 
only a I 6 W days before Gen. 
Powell annoimoed that he 
wonld not lun, a coafitioo 
of hardline cooservatives 
gatiieied to denomioe his 
possible candidacy and 
anaouace foat tiiey wmild 
not allow him to stc^ tiieir 
**revohitioa” vrindi is turn- 
ing the pa^ and foe coun- 
try in their (firection. 

Huongbout tiiis period, 
Mr. Dole's poD numbers 
steafoly dropped. At first, 
polls showM that while 
Gen. Powell could beat 
PresideDt Ointon in a 2- 
way race, Mr. Dole stiD 
ed^ out Gen. Powdl in 
most states' Republican 
primary pdls. But toward 
tiie end, even in cemserva- 
tive New Hampshire. Gen. 
Powell was seen to be 
ahead of Mr. Dole. 

And when Gen. PoweD 
finally dro p ped out. while 
Dole breathed a sgh ^ 
retief. Ins poUing figures 
were significantly lower 
than they were before the 
imsode started, bi New 
mmpshire. for example, 
he liM deefined from a pre- 
Oni. PoweD luA 45 pef 
cent to a low of 27 per cent 
in primary pdls. ifofle his 
nearest challenger in tiut 
state, Pat Budianan, in- 
crease Ins poU numbers 
from 9 per cent to 17 per 
cent. And in the batiooal* 
two-wi^ race against fresi- 
deot Cfoiton, Mr. Dole was 
foow^ as losing by over 10 
per cent — Cfinton 
iMMiing in almost every re- 
gion in foe connoy. 


It appears that Mr. Dole 
snSered from too tittle exp- 
osure during the two 
months of <^. Powell- 
mania, and that in contrast 
to the former general he 
appeared as less of a leader 
and too much a captive of 
the rigbtwing of foe Repub- 
lican part 

But if two montiis in 
Gen. Powell’s shadow hurt 
Mr. Dole, die RepoUican 
Senato' hm fared no better 
in the shadow of his ool- 
leapie. Repubtiean Speak- 
er m foe U.S. House Newt 
Mr. Ginpidi during the 
one-rreek shutdown m the 
federal ^ovmnmenL 

Mr. Gmgridi is an angry 
and confrontational leader 
of tiie right wing's "con- 
servative revolntion” in the 
Congress. While wielding 
coimderable power in the 
Congress dne to the land- 
sb'de Repubtiean victoiy in 
die 1994 elections in vfoiefa 
73 predoudnantly conserva- 
tive Congressmen were 
elected to take control of 
the House of Representa- 
tives. Mr. Gingridi is a re- 
mari^Iy nnf^nlar figure 
with the piri^ at large. In 
fad. a recent pcdl shows 
tiiat be is as unpopular as 
Ridiard Ftixm was after 
Watergate. 

The (fifficutpr for Mr. 
Dole is tiiat it was Mr. 
Gingrich who led the week- 
long battle against the 
Wlfoe House over the 1996 
budget Not only did the 
Clinton admiiristration have 
tiie upper hand in this war 
because they were rfole to 
portray the Republican 
budget ite too extreme in its 


cuts in social ^lending for 
the etderiy and the poor 
and dbablM. but Mr. Gisg* 
ridi — as spokesman fm 
foe Congressional Repobli- 
rang — was perceived as 
too and too rash and 
too arrogant. 


Senate Majority Leader 
Mr. Dole, the leading R^ 
pnb Mr?n contender for the 
presidency of foe U.^ 
appeared on television eadi 

day gfandtng silentfy next to 

Mr. Gin^idi as the qieaker 
castigated the adnunistra- 
tion and stole the spotlight- 


What everyone in 
Washingteo kn^ was if 
Mr. Dole had been in 
diaxge, the debate with the 
White House would have 
been dvif. and compromise 
would have been possible 
for earlier in tbe process. So 
the question that emerged 
was why Mr. Dole took a 
bade seat to Mr. Gingridi. 
Was it further evidence of 
his bdng captive to tiw 
ri^twing? And udiat did it 
say abont his leadership 
qualities? 


Clearly Gen. Powell 
would have presented a se- 
rious challenge to tbe 
Democratic Presideot. He 
could tove taken away from 
the President a nmnber of 
voting bl^ traditionally 
Democratic in tiieir voting 
tendencies, especially 
African-Ameiicaiis. HGen. 
FOi^ had weatitered the 
inevittiile media badclash 
that enpiifo every serious 
candidate (and now we 
have no way of knowing if 
he would have), his dial- 
leng e to Clinton could have 
been one of the most exdt- 
ing in recent U.S. histery. 
But vrifo Gen. POwdl gone. 
Ointon wffl daim tiiat mod- 
erates have no place in foe 
RepoUican party as cqi^ 
ready constituted, a daim 
tiiat Repub&cans will have 
to wOTk hard to reftite. 


Tbrou^ ail of this Oin- 
too came out virtually un- 
scathed. After three years 
in office the president 
seemed to have finally 
found his beaiinp and 
emerged as a de^mined 
leadtf. Saying no u> the 
Republican revolution, 
stanefing firm on principles 
and agreeing to comprom- 
ise only when his priorities 
were rec^dsed. in foe end 
Clinton looked like the 
moderates' best hope for 
1996. 


Mr. Dole can stiD redaim 
fais ieadersfaip mantle and 
can rise above tbe role that 
be has frnnn into, but to do 
that be wiQ have to man- 
oeuvre carefolly. With less 
than 100 days before the 
first presidential votii^ in 
Iowa and die first presidea- 
tial primary in New Hamp- 
shire. tiie senator wiD have 
to lead tbe budget debate 
towards a succes im il condn- 
sion. main tain eoODgb of 
te conservative cpedmriab 
to keep his ground against 
Pat Buchanan in New 
Hampslme and oraserva- 
tive Senator Phil Gramm m 
Iowa, frinle at tiie same 
time displaying to the 
broader electmte tiiat be 
can be nsore tiian the leader 
of one wing of <»e party. 


Dayton deal holds seeds of own destr uction 

For all its high ideals, the 
settlement rewards ethnic cleansing 


By Tony Bartier 


THE BOSNIAN peace 
agreement represents a 
brave axteu^ to assert fiim- 
damental wxtem values jaa 
foe Balkans Ster a wm in 
which combatants on all 
sides treated those values 
with conternpt. The setde- 
ment aims to protect human 
rights, ensure free dections 
anid defend the princqde 
that borders cannot be 
changed by force, yet it is 
founded on a diviaon of 
teixitoiy that imifoc^y rec- 
ognises that the . war's 
n^est conseq u qices are 
unlikely to be reversed. 

The central feature of the 
^remnent is that Bosnia 
remains a united state in its 
pre-war borders, bat is ^lit 
between a Mnslim-Omt 
federation wifo 51 pm cent 
of tiie land and a Bosnian 
Serb repubh'c wifo ^ per 
cent. Smjevo, triuch the 
Serts wanted to petition, 
will stay united in tbe 
Mnslim-Croat federation 
with freedom of movement 
for an nationalities. 

The agTMment awards 
foe federation the eastern 
Mnslim enclave of 
Gorazde. whidi is to be 
linked to tiw federation by 
a' narrow corridor. But aU 
other towns in eastern Bos- 
nia from xfoidi Smb forces 
expelled Muslims from 
A^ 1992 onwards are 
allocated to the Bosnian 
Serb r^biic. 

One issue was not settled 
at Da^lon. Ohio, and wiU 
be dedded by international 
arititratioo widnn a year. 
This concerns the Serb de- 
mand for a wider corridor 



near the oortiieni town of 
Brdco to connect Sefo pos- 
sessions in west and eastern 
Bosnia. Tbe Bosnian gov- 
ernment wanted access to 
the Sava river, whidi runs 
aloM the Bosnian-Croatian 
boram in tiw disputed area, 
while foe Croats were ont- 
raged at s u gges tio ns that 
t^ should sacrifice tiw 
tnstoiically Croat region of 
Pouvina to accommodate 
tbe Serbs. Tbe issue almost 
tmpedoed the Ohio n^o- 
tiations. 

Central Bosnian govern- 
ment institutions ^ in- 
dude a president, a two- 
diamber le^ature, a oon- 
stitutional court and a cen- 
tral bank. The govexmrwnt 
will be responsible for fore- 
ign pctiicy, fcMcign trade, 
monkaiy pohqr and im- 


ffiigratioo. 

- However, the MusUm- 
Croat and Serb zones wiU 
have tbdr own preaden- 
des, Iq^aniresaro — cru- 
dally — armies. It is open 
to doubt ufoether Bosiua’s 
federal institutions will 
stamp tbeir authority on tbe 
two substates. The agree- 
ment enrisages free elec- 
tions to the legisUture and 
preridency as well as to 
those of tbe Muslim-Croat 
and SeA entities within six 
to nirw months. Refugees 
will have the right to vote in 
their original place of resi- 
denoe, rat it is not dear 
bow foey wfll be helped to 
exexdse this right. 

People diarged with war 
crimes by tbe United Na- 
tions are barred from hold- 
ing office. This wonld in- 


dude Radovan Karadzic- 
and General Ratko Mladic, 
tiw Bosnian Serb leaders, 
and Dario Kordic and 
General 'niwinir Blaskic. 
two ^fiior Bosnian Ooat 
leaders. 

NATO forces im- 
plementing tbe peace 
agre em e n t wiU have tiw au- 
thority to arrest indicted 
war criminals if tiw^ en- 
counter them, but wiU not 
be given tbe t^ of tradong 
them down. The peace deal 
requires ther governments of 
Serbia. Cro^, Bosnia and 
tbe two Bosnian entities to 
cooperate with the 'U.N. 
tribunal. 

In Serbia's case. U.N. 
sanctions will not be fully 
lifted until such coc^>m^ion 
is forthcoming and Bel- 
grade addresses other con- 


cerns. notably tiw treat- 
ment of tbe etiunc Albanian 
majori^ in the southern 
{Hovince of Kosovo. This 
means Serlra wiU be denied 
access to . international 
financial institutions and re- 
fosed readimssion to other 
oigamsarions. 

Tbe settienwnt creates a 
Commission on Human 
Rights with an interna- 
tiraally ^ipoiiited ombnds- 
man and a Human Ri^its 
Chamber to bear cases 
brought by Bosnian 
dtizens. It says tiw dumber 
wfll have the authority to 
order the Mnslim-Croat 
federation and the Serb xe- 
poUic to stopabuses, but 
does not eiqiran how tiw 
chamber can ensure com- 
pUance with its in$tniction& 

Bosnia's 2 miUioo or 
more refuses are assnred 
of the right to return home 
or obtain “just compensa- 
tion" for tbeir losses. 
However, this danse may 
be a dead le^r, as it is hard 
to imagine victims of 
"ethnic deansing,'' sndi as 
tiw Muslims of nentbern 
and eastern Bosnia, return- 
ing to areas where their 
tormentors now role the 
roost. 

Tbe ^reement envisages 
a phased lifting of the U.N. 
arms emtorgo on ftmner 
Yngoslaria, wifo tbe com- 
batants barred from acmiir- 
ing tanks, heavy artiliery, 
mines, mDitaiy aircraft a^ 
atta^ helicopters for 180 
days. How such hmits can 
be enforced vriwn the U.N. 
embargo was broken with 
great ease during the war is 
not e:qdaiiwd. 


TTie Independent 


Pope seems besieged by dissent and disobedience 


By Philip PUBeita 


Reuter 


VATICAN CITY — The 
r eferen du m to legalise di- 
vorce in Roman CatboKc 
Ireland was the secrad in- 
temationai public dis- 
qipmotment in a week for 
P(^ John Paul, who seems 
be&eged recently ^ dis- 
obedwnoe and dissent 

Tbe end of a S 8 -year-old 
ban on drvoroe in Ifdaod 
canw less than a week after 
the defeat of devoutly Ro- 
pian Cafodic Ledi Walesa 
at the bands of ex- 
communist Aleksander 
Kwasniewski in foe Folifo 
presidential elections. 

"It is difficult for the 
Holy See to swallow two 
sensational internationai 
knockouts in only seven 
days," foe Rraw newspeg^ 
er La Repubbfica said on 


In 


, foe dosest re- 


snh in the crantry’s elector- 
al histery came only four 
days after the Pope inters 
vec^ in tbe campaipi by 
ur^g the Irifo "to reflect 
on tiw importance for socie- 
ty of tiw indissoluble diar- 
acter of the marriage 
bond." 

The frisfa chose not to 
listen to the Pope, just as 
foe people in his Polish 
homeland dedded not to 
follow tbe guidance cd foe 
once mi^ty and princely 
Pblirii chnrdi, which bad 
thrown its weight, albeit be- 
latedly, bebmdhfr. Walesa. 

The signifirance of the 
doable dneat in two of the 
European countries most 
assodated with Catbolidsm 
not be lost on tiw Vati- 
can, dnueb sdnroes said. 

Ireland was a softer blow 
for tiw Vatican tiwn Poland 
Imuse of tbe slim margiQ 
tty wfaicb the fovorce re- 
ferendum won. 


But tbe defeats came in 
Countries where tiw sway 
the dbuicfa held over its 
Mthful was once unques- 
tioiwd. 

What the two results did 
point to was that tbe Catlio^ 
lie diurdi would have to 
search for iww methods to 
oonvince its ferfofol Chat it 
could StiD offer guidance on 
political and moral issues, 

"Ireland and-' Poland 
were two cases which 
riiowed the evolution of a 
certain type of ailtoie into 
smaller societies that were 
once dosed and have simp- 
ly caught up wifo the rest of 
Europe,'’ one church 
source said. 

“fri a sense both results 
are anti-Pope and anti- 
dnirdi because, if he and 
tbe churdi identified wifo a 
certain way of thinking, foe 
results showed foat tins way 
of diinking is losing out." 
tbe source said. 


Another source said tbe 
diuidi may have to rediiiik 
its methods of appeafing to 
foe people and of tr^g to 
exerdse political wiflngmsfj 
in Catholic countries. 

In both cases, church 
sources say, some peo|de 
may have voted tiw 
they did deliberately co 
spite the church because 
they felt its influence over 
daily life was excessive. 

When tbe common 
enemy was communism and 
be M foe pro-democracy 
cfaaige, Po^ John Paul 
seemra unbeatable, parti- 
cnlariy in his boowland. 

But recently he seems be- 
sieged by disobefoenoe and 
disMt 

Last week, be felt com- 
pelled to remind his own 
Catholic tiwologians thqp 
could not openly contest 
official choiifo t<»Mri|i ngB 
such as bans on abortira 
and contraception. 


A week earlier, faced 
with ojipositioa over the 
church's ban on women 
prie^, foe Pope asked the 
Vatican's doctnnal to 
issue a Tulbig that a 1994 
document oatlining 
the ban was a definitive an5 

infallible pan of church 


A poiu taken for a confer^ 
ence of Italy's church 
hierarchy showed that 
maity It^ans considered 
littering a more serious an 
fora ranlteiy, homosexual 
activity or ^marital sex. 

EariW tins montii, smne 
1.5 million Roman Catiu^ 
lies in Gmmany, membm 
of a movement called **We 
Are the Churdi,*’ signf^ a 
petition calling for iefoim« 
inchiding tiw ordinatioa of 
women and an end to 
I^iestly eeHtoey. 

Austrian Catiiolics si g n fd 
a similar petition in 
September. 





Media 

tremors 


IN THE days before peace 
with Israel, whenever 
Jordanians wanted to know 
what was b^peoiog in 
Jordan, they ton^ to Radio 
Israel. Whether it was a. 
lesfauffle of tbe Jordanian 
cabinet, a trip ^ by a 
Jordanian digmtaiy 

abroad, or a visit by a for- 
eign official to Jordan, it 
was invariably aimounced 
on Radio Israel well before 
the Jordanian media had 
uttered a word about it I 
hope that the spirit of 
peace, and tbe increased 
consideration which onr 
Israeli neighbours show for 
our sensitivities will not 
deprive us of this valuable 
source of infonnatioo. The 
reason I say tiiis is tbs4 
Jordanian media seem to 
dwell under the miscon- 
ception that their mission 
in life is not to infbnn the 
citizen, but to protect him 
from unpleasant facts — or 
pleasant facts — in fact 
any facts. 

Take, for instance, tbe 
earthquakes that bit Jordan 
and neighbouring countries 
last week. Earthquakes, in 
general, are unwelcmne 
occurrences; but they are 
acts of God, and as such, 
no one whether in govero- 
meat or outside it can be: 
blamed for them, nor for 
the damage which they 
cause. Why, then, did our 
media do such a poor job 
of covering them ? Were 
they afraid of upsetting 
God? 
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It may be considered a 
step forward that the 
tretpors were reported at 
)aH?‘%ut look’al the cov^ 
age. A leading Arabic 
daily reported to its readers 
last Friday that: "A new 
eattbquake of fcoce 5.1 
degrees hit the south of tbe 
Kingdom, but it did not 
cause any damage or casu- 
alties." Adjacent to this 
news item, another story 
announced that "His 
£xcellen(ty the Prime 
Minister inspected the con- 
sequences of tbe earth- 
quake and praised the 
speed and efficiency witii 
which government agen- 
cies responded to it" 
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Let us see now. Is it con- 
ceivable that tiie same 
quake should have caused 
damage in Israel and 
Egypt, but not in Jordan? 
Could a tremor be so selec- 
tive as to damage Eilat but 
not Aqaba, which is a few 
metres away? Better stiD, 
there was no danu^, 
right? To what, then, did 
government geodes 
respond with speed and 
efficiency? What conse- 
quences did the prime min- 
ister inspect if they fod not 
constitute damage? Could 
they have been beneficial 
eftects? Moreover, having 
been comforted by the 
assurances that the dam- 
age. which did not occur, 
was well bandied and 
inspect^ we were frntber 
reassui^ that no further 
tremors were expected, hot 
that ail necessary precau- 
tions have been takra to 
cope with theoL 
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On that score, may we be 
informed what these mea- 
sures are? 1 have every 
confidence that, m an 
emergency, every member 
of the police and civil 
defence wonld do bis 
utmost to help the citizens. 
Bui it might be an idea to 
let us know what to exped, 
if only to avoid a panic sit- 
uation. In fact, we. mere 
civilians, if bdoer 
informed, ma y be able u> 
help. 

media like oors, 
how can one be surprised 
that rvmour-moDgets suc- 
ceed in spreading any lies, 
DO matter how blatant? A 
constructive ' suggestion 
would .be for our Tri«dia to 
start treating Jordanians 
like adults, rather than l&c- 
children to be mollycod- 
. died in biissfiil ignorance. • 
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Barcelona Declaration sets out clear parameters 
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(CsMttnad from pice 1) 

jgvfer Salma said the dec- 
jBiiliea was adopted **oom- 
pfd i e nBv dy and nnrgservcd- 
w, ^er eoonnoQs difficol- 

4s." 

71w ipeeniciic wu sa}> 
vs|ed ^ droppiag a dause 
proposed by Syria Tccogots- 
^ Ae rigfs to resin foreign 
oocuperioo* 

Tbi 5nl dedaredt^ said 
participants pledged to 
•■pfoaiote reposal security 
t 7 aeti&g io (aveor of snc' 
K 0 , cbeinical ^ biologicai 
noD-prdliferatioa through 
aOberence 10 ifld cocnpiiaDce 
with a eombiaaikm of inter- 
^tioaBl aod r^Mial noo- 
prdriexarioa regimes,” in* 
dudfOg the andear Noo » 
piofitoarion Treaty (N^. 

Kmw, it cSd todode a 
rccoB ii tka of the ri^ to 
f^Hjetennioation, omao* 
dfid by the Palfsriniatts and 
oopoiM by brad. 

Asked bow the EU had 
tftfwyd to rally all 27 ooua* 
tries DdBDd me text, hfr. 
$olaiia reqxmdcd: **Bceause 
it wasn't necessary to sign it.” 
Instead it was simply 
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Nevertheless, Spanish 
orgiirisen look no eh«tvy* 
and polled die plug on live 
(weis covers during the 
sdoprion ceremony. 

Iimi and Syria, whose 
mini sters were attending an 
ipternationai conference 
needier for the first tune in 
fomyeaia, had diagreed on 
clansa on tenxmsm, self* 
detemioation and nndear 
• weapons. 

Tte £U countries held in- 
tensive negotiations with 
dtrir foragn nunisters sod 
other Arab countries eailicr 
1\iesday to hammer out a 
compromise agreement. 

Algerian Foreign KGnister 
Mohammad Salah Dembri, 
speaking for Ae dght Arab 
delegations in Barcelona, 
bailed Che Cact that the ‘'main 
actors in the hfiddle East 
peace process talked to each 
other and also managed to 
come to a joint imdenmnd* 
ing on thdr shared future.'* 

The final declaration 
anuouiiced the creation of H 
new economic and pohdcal 
l^aitsership between the 15 
EU countries and their ,12 
Mediterrazteaa neighbours, 
includiiig a r eg jk m widc free. 
. trade zone by 2010. 
t Spanish mme hfinistef 
Fdipe Gonzakz urfd dde- 
gates: '‘Barcelona it the 
launebing-pad of an ambi- 
tions process winds will rely 
on fc^ow-up mcdianisnis and 
incentives to itanitiitionalise 
our dSalogne and move for* 
ward. 

"May Barcelona be re- 
membered as an am>omxinent 
with nni^ and progress." 

The unpreeedented two- 
day ctmference here ooi^sed 
the EU frith Israel, Turkey, 
Malta, Cyprus and ei^t 
Arab delegations — Syria, 
Lebanon, Jordan, Egypt, the 
Palestinian Authority, 
Morocco, Ttiniria and Alger- 
ia. 

The Barcelona Dedarxtion 
states and aims to bury past 
ffiisnndenstaiKfin^ and plot a 
grand mutual ^oda for the 

It iriedg^ ooopmtion on 
joint security, fighting crime, 
drags and migratory press- 
ures, respecting human 
i^ts, cuhnial-henuge, reli- 
gious diversity and territorial 
mtegri^ as w^ as aiming for 
free trade in mdustiial goods 
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EU foreign nunisters hdd 
au emergent^ meeting to 
seek a formula that would 
aQow souie partidpanu to 
imply reservadons on parts of 
the doeumenL 

Current EU President 
^raio pl»ded with Arab de- 
legations that Barcelona was 
not dw tig^t forum to resolve 
their dqaites with Israel, aor 
oould it be done in sudi a 
ihoit ^»06 of time. 

*Tbe conference wasn't 
anned at disenssiag the (Mid- 
dle East) peace process," Mr. 
Cmiaalez said. 

After Mauritania signed an 
^netnem recognising Israel 
^ setting an exchange of 
inte r est rectfons on Mo^ay, 
Algeria's Dembri ruled oat 
eouniiy taking any sudi 
until diere was an Arab 
consensus. 

we do not amdemn Arab 
■tates for pring ahead alone 
Int die ooDtagion mil not 
iptead to Algeria,” be told 
VMMteiS. 

The main incentive to 
teadtaemsensns in Baioelo- 
da was the ^ offer of $6 
biffiOB m aid for education 
teid teructmal projects over 
^ next five yean. 

*Ti'a Klee the United Na- 


'nue^ ii ^ «« ^ 

poms im to the 
moment, but this time 
^ ^ billioD at stake," 

mid one Emopean diplomat 
our ^ was ooimdent accord 
J^h^' *mddeyentnally be readied. 
W Bk* meeting 

oetwees the Mediterraiieao’s 


rich and poor baa been billed 
m marioQg a sure for the 
region with its huge «<*«»* 
and poUtical proMems. 

"no^eriiy aod subiiity go 
band in h*wrf- This must k 
the main mnsagr to go out 
from this oonference,** Brit- 
ish Foreign Minister Malcolm 
Rifkntd told a round-table oo 
eoonotnic issues. 

He told Swth East 
Mediterraneatt nations, many 
of wboM cooBomka remain 
under state control, chat the 
route to growth 1^ via grea- 
ter economic Ubercy and a 
viMfous private sector. 

^e 12-page Barcelona 
Dedaratioa is divided imo 
three sections addressing 
pt^tical and security, econo- 
mic and financial, and 
and cultural coopention. 

Here are the mam points: 

Pdhseal and security parl- 
nenhip: 

To establish a eoauaoa 
area of peace and stability, 
delegates pledge to: 

— Develop the rule of law 
aod democracy in thdr pdi- 
tical systems; 

— Respect human rights and 
fundamcniaj freedoms; 

— Combat racism and 
xenophobia, and ensure re- 
^sect for different croups; 

— Rc^ic ct the equafi^is of 
peoples and fbor ri^t to 
self-determination in line 
with the U.N. charter; 

— Respect cadi other's ter- 
ritorial integrity, and reaffirm 
the right to exercise 
sovereignty by legitimate 
means in aoooitteiiee with the 
U.N. Charter, 

Strengthen their coopera- 
tion in combatting terrorism, 
organised crime and dnigs 
proems; 

— Promote regional security 
in favour of nodear, chemical 
and biological non- 
prolifeiatioo mrougb adher- 
ence to and eomphuce with 
a range of intemaiional and 
regso^ agreements, includ- 
ing the nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty, and aim 
for a Middle &ist fr'om 
weapons of mass destruction; 
and 

— Refrain from developing 
military capacity beyond de- 
fence requirements. 

Economic and security 
partnership: 


To create an area of shared 
prosperity, delegates pledge 
to; 

— Acknowledge the prob- 
lems eaused by high «bts, 
and pledge to oonemue dia- 
logue; 

~ Speed up economic de- 
velopment, improve tiring 
conditiom for their pottle 
and reduce the gap between 
Eur^ and tbe soutbera and 
eastern Mediterranean; 

— Aim for a target date of 
2010 to create a Mediterra- 
Dem free trade zone, as far as 
EU agricultural policies and 
GATT negc^tions allow; 

Open their eooaomies and 
promote tbe private seeior, 
creating a dimate suit^le fOr 
investment;* 

~ Coordinate to protect the 
environment, promote the 
pan^pation of women in 
puUic Kfc, modernise agri- 
culture and addres the shared 
problem water resources. 

The European Union 
pledged to put up 4,685 mil- 
lion ECUs (around $6 bii- 
iion) from 19^1999 in aid to 
help eouncries make the eco- 
nomic transition, together 
with a similar amount in 

lOBIU 

Soda! and cultural part- 
nership; 

To promote mutual under- 
standing, delegates pledge to: 
Promote cultural ex- 
changes, concentrate on t^ 
health sector and boost sodaT 
develo p me nt ; 

— Redise that Urge popula- 
tkm growth must be ooun- 
terbahmeed by economic de- 
velopment; 

— Jutablish doser coopera- 
tion to face inegal immigra- 
tion, be aware of their re- 
sponsibility for readmission 
arid create jobs and training 
to reduce mi^toiy press- 
ures; and 

— Strengthen cooperation 
agaiost terrorism, drug traff- 

i^ng, international crime 
and racism. 

As a follow-up to Barcek)- 
oa, there vriU be a regnlv 
meeting of their foreign 
miiusters beginning in early 
1997 in a Mediterranean 
country yet to be decided, as 
well as ad hoc meetings of 
miiusters and experts in spe- 
cific fields. 


Document adopted after dispute 


(Cootinoed from page I) 

by some diplomatic sources 
as a “pessimistic" issue. 

Syria played a major role 
in opponng tbe st^g<»tcd de- 
finition of terrori s m, deman- 
ding that tlte declaration db- 
tinguisb between terrorism 
and legitimate defence 
against the enemy. 

Alon Bar, a omisultwt at 
the Israeli embassy in Spain, 
told reporters that tbe Euro- 
pean countries cneourattd 
coordfuation between tbe EU 
and the Metfiterranean coun- 
tries to pot an end to terror- 
ism, but tbe Syrians p r eferred 
to stick to their position. 

He added that Israelis were 
supported by the EU aod the 
countries of the Maghreb. 

Tbe Lebanese also backed 
Syria. 

The Lebanese dedsion to 
support the Syrians cook 
Israel by surprise, Mr. Bar 
said. 

In a press conference held 
after sigoiim tbe declaration 
Lebanese ^reign Minister, 
Fariz Bouez justified Leba- 
non's position by saying that 
tocTorist acts are usually car- 
ried out against tbe country's 
will. 

The Lebanese r e sis t ance in 
South Lebanon cannot be re- 
gard^ as terrorism, but is 
Icptimate resistance, be said. 

“The Lebanese are defend- 
ing their land," be said. 

Mr. Bouez, however, said 
he was pleas^ with the ooor- 
dioatioo among Arab foreign 
miniuers anti Tcjected re- 
ports which said otherwise. 

Jordan was among ibe 
countries which agreed (bat 
terrorism should be fou^t 
off. 

In his speech to tbe open- 
ing session. Foreign Minister 
Ka^ fCabaciti said 
that terrorism is a “common 


enemy for all civilised 
societies (and) must be 
fought with a strong and uni- 
fied effort.’' 

"When the poorer seg- 
ments of society are ignored 
and left to degenerate to a 
level where they see a h<^>e- 
less future, in desperate so- 
cial alienation they turn to 
terrorism," he said. 

Although the terrorism 
issue cook up a major part of 
tbe talks b^ore and during 
the conference, including a 
late night session between the 
Spani^ foreign minister and 
h» Arab counterparters, it 
managed to delay tbe issuing 
of the final declaration by 
two hours. 

AFP adds: Israel and Arab 
cmintries made complaints 
about parts of the declara- 
tion. 

Israel wrote a letter to the 
host county Spain after the 
adc^tion of the text to com- 
piani about points which re- 
lated to the Middle East 
peace process. 

"We said we felt it was not 
the forum to ded with this, 
and there were three or four 
dauses in tile final dedara- 
tioo that should not have 
been there," foreign ministry 
spokesman Danny Shek said. 

"We didn't express re- 
servations when die dedara- 
tion was adopted because 
they were formulated in a 
way chat was acceptable to 
us." 

The organisers of the 
Euro-Mediterranean oonfer- 
enee blocked live press cover- 
mt of the closing ceremony 
to prevent Isradi^yrian dis- 
putes being pubUci^. 

But a delegate who 
attended said Syria, Lebanon 
and the Palestinians took the 
floor ro express their dissatis- 
faction at tbe deelantioa. 

"They were obviously un- 
happy, he said. 


Rowery philosophy 
bounds in Barcelona 


BARCELONA (R) — Tbe 
Bible, the Cresa^ and the 
cradle of drilisation were the 
speech writers' frivourite tools 
as &m^an and Mediterra- 
nean uunistera beat (heir ver- 
bal swmis imo pkM^isharcs 
in an orgy of historical 
meta^ors. 

Muslims, Christians and 
Jews turned their backs on 
centuries of enmity to invoke 
the one Cod to wfaiom they all 
pray vrith ringing calls for a 
new era of uu^ruanding. 

^anish Foreign Mintsier 
Javier Solana opened the 
Barcelona Euro- 
Mediterranean conference \n 
noting it fell on the 900in 
anniversary of Pope Urban 
II's inaumcious decision to 
send tbe first Crusade to con- 
quer Jerusalem. 

“The distant day was more 
than just a painful example of 
intolerance: it was the start of 
a long histo^ of conflict, 
incomprebensioin and crisis 
between ctvtUsations." he 
said. 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
Uhud Barak abo died the 
Crusades, saying toe Pap^ 


Council in Oennopt, France, 
had laundied "one of the 
bloodiest wars in hisio^ be- 
tween Europe aod ggnifiMfw 
parts of tbe land and pet^ilcs 
of tbe Meditemnean.” 

Not too k)iM ago, Israel’s 
Arab neighbours often 
likened the Israelis to the 
Gnisaders, vowing they too 
wmild be driven out ^ the 
Middle East. Peace has 
banished aich talk in public. 

Mr. Barak, until recently 
Israel’s top general and, by 
his own adcnowledgemenc, a 
man of the sword rather 
of the ploughshare, wove 
periups tbe most convoluted 
mixed metaphor in two days 
of historical and biblical 
sword-beating. 

After citing Prophet 
Isaiah's words, be said be was 
now joining "the club of 
pcaeemakera and peacekeep- 
en, a dub whose symbol is 
tbe ploughshare and the olive 
branch." 

"Let us now not only beat 
our swords into plough- 
shares. Let us together m&e 
swords a tool of the past, 
make war almost impossi- 


ble,” he said. 

“Let ns make sure the 
modem plou^ishares, tbe 
computers, will help peqple 
to prosper," Mr. Barak 
pkm^iitd on. 

British Foreign Secretary 
Malcom Rifkind urged 
Mediterranean uatioos to 
beat their swords into shares, 
saying only a free market 
economy could their 
economic desert Uoom. 

Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat sought m^xration in 
Christianity. 

He invii^ the 26 otiier 
partidpat^ nations to Betfa- 
leben to join the Palestinians 

"On this occaston, I invite 
you to partidpatc in this 
great wo^ religious and his- 
torical event, and to make 
Bethelebem a beacon of 
peace and co-existeDCc of all 
faiths in the whole world, 
especially on the soil of Pales- 
tine, centre of the three boly 
religions, Judaism, Christian- 
ity and Islam." 

"Glory to God in heaven, 
peace on earth and goodwill 
to all men," Mr. Arafat de- 
clared. 


Christopher expected - Syria 


fCwitinaed bom page 1) 

withdrawal from tbe Golan 
Heights." 

It was the standard Syrian 
stand on the peace process 
since their bilateral talks 
were laundied in October 
1991. 

Mr. Barak told Israeli 
radio by telephone on Tues- 
day: “Tiere has not yet been 
public talks with Syrta. Shar- 
aa has replied to my interven- 
tion, but before we can judge 
we have to study careml- 
ly the text of his ^ech in 
Arabic to see if it contains 
positive signs." 

Since the assassinadon of 
fonner Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin on Nov. 4, both 
Israel and Syria have made 
increasing signals that they 
are willing to resume their 
negotiations. 

“There has perhaps been 
some difference in tone, but 


fundamentally it is difficuh to 
see a real change," said Yossi 
Beilin, an Israeli minister in 
diarge of helping to steer the 
peace negotiations. 

“If this event bad hap- 
pened in 199] or 1992, it 
would have been a reaJ 
breakthrough but in 1995 it is 
not," be told Israeli military 
radio. 

Mr. Beilin stressed Israel 
believed only a meeting be- 
tween Mr. Peres aod Syrian 
President Hafez A1 Assad 
could unblock the peace 
negotiations. 

“We can hope that the 
United States intervenes 
more actively from now to 
tbe end of the year and that 
perhaps we can arrive at 
some^og," be said. 

“But only a meeting at the 
highest level with President 
A^d, who is tbe only one 
wbo can decide in Syria, can 
really unblock the calks.” 


Colonies could be annexed - Beilin 


Tension goes up 
in Lebanon 

(CondBoed from page 1) 

“These bombardments are 
very serious but I don’t be- 
lieve they are a response by 
Syria to our peace propos- 
als." 

Israeli jets carried out at 
least five raids and fired more 
than lU air-to-ground missiles 
at sites manned by Hizbollah 
north of Israel's “security 
zone" in South Lebanon. 

Tiere were no immediate 
reports of casualties in the air 
raids. 

The Israeli army sent extra 
artillery to the security zone. 
Around 10 artillery pieces 
mounted on armoured vehi- 
cles rolled into the occupied 
border strip. 

The violence flared after 
Hizbollah announced the 
death of three of its guerril- 
las. 

Security sources said the 
three — who were boned 
Tuesday at a funeral attended 
by 2.0w people — were kil- 
led in an Israeli air raid on 
Sunday (hat largened the 
Iqlim A1 Tufah, one of Hiz- 
boUah's stron^olds. 

Israel’s artillery also rained 
hundreds of shells on sus- 
pected guerrilla positions 
north of the zone, at a rate of 
one a minute, and staged 
mock raids drawing retalia- 
tory fire from Lel»n^ army 
ami-aircraft guns. 

The shelling o>vered a 25- 
kiiometres fi^nt facing the 
western and central sectors of 
the “security zone." More 
than 400 shells fell on tbe 
area, Lebanese police and 
U.N. peacekeepers said. 

One of Hizbollah's chiefs 
in South Lebanon, Saeed 
Harb, 31, a veteran guerrilla 
and father of three, was kil- 
led when his booby-trapped 
car exploded outside his 
house in the village of Jib- 
sheet. 

Hizbollah Deputy Moham- 
mad Raad accused Israel of 
planting the bomb and 
warned Israel would pay, 
accusing the Jewish stare of 
"using agents and mercenar- 
ies in Lebanon to attack Hiz- 
bollah officials." 

Mr. Raad also pledged that 
“Katyusha rockets will al- 
ways be ready as long as the 
security of our civilians in 
South Lebanon is threatened 
by the Israeli enemy." 

Around 2,000 Hizbollah 
supporters attended the 
funeral in the town of Ebba 
for the three guerrillas killed 
in Israel's air raid, calling for 
revenge as Israeli warplanes 
buzzed the region. 

“We have decided to use 
ail the means possible to 
make Israel pay a dear price 
for any attack on civilians in 
South Lebanon Nabil Kauk, 
a Hizbollah official, told 
mourners. 


Palestinian killed in W.Bank 

(CMMinued from page 1) 


from the “green line" divid- 
ing the West Bank firom 
Israel and about 15 
IdlORieires north of Tel Aviv. 

Palestinian police have also 
arrived in tbe past few days in 
Nablus and Tolkarem ready 
for a troop withdrawal in 
mid-December. 

Isrwl handed over oontrol 
of Jenin in tbe north of tbe 
West Bank to the Palesti- 
nians on Nov. 13 as part of 
the September accord to quit 
six Palestinian towns aod ex- 
tend self-rule across the West 
Bank. 

It will complete its with- 
drawal from Tulkarem on 
Dec. 10, handing over to 400 
Palestinian police, Gen. 
Atrash said. 

Four days later the last 
troops will leave Nablus to be 
repla^ by 1,200 Palestinian 
pofioe. be added. 

The army is also to quit 
Bciblebem before Christmas 
and Ramallah by tbe end of 
the year to allow the first 
Palestinian elections to be 
held on Jan. 20. 

In Barcelona, Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
(^airman Yasser Arafat met 
eariy Tuesday with the new 
Israeli foreign minister, Ehud 
Barak, and described their 
talte as “positive." 

Mr. Arafat and Mr. Barak, 
holdi^ tiieir first ineetmg 
since the latter was named 


foreign minister, were locked 
away for more than two ; 
houn at tbe Barcelona hotel ; 
where they are staying to ; 
attend a Euro-Mediterranean ' 
conference. j 

“It was a positive discus- : 
sion on many levels and in | 
many issues," Mr. Arufat 
said. 

Among tbe issues they 
tadded were Israel’s rede- 
ployment on tbe West Bank 
and tbe Palestinian elections 
set for January, Mr. Barak 

A former Israeli army 
efaief-of-staff, Mr. Barak was 
appointed foreign minister 
1^ Thursday to replace Shi- 
mon Peres, who became 
prime minister following tbe 
Nov. 4 assassination of Israeli 
Premier Yitzhak Rabin. 

He told reporters aher tbe 
meeting: “Wc will try to con- 
tinue the peace mort of 
Pexes vdien be was foreign 
minister.” 

'"We have IK) Ulustrm that 
tiiere will be cd)stades oo tbe 
path to peace," he cautioned, 
bowever. 

Both men also spoke of tbe 
need to chunp dom on mili- 
tants on either ade. 

‘Terror should be fought 
by Israel and, I believe, also 
by the Palestinians," Mr. 
Barak said. 

“We knew each other be- 
fore but we didn't have tbe 
opportunity to meet each 
otter," Mr. Arafat said. 


fCoBtfamed trom page 1) 

"This annexation could 
lead paraUely to the with- 
drawal of our army from the 
largest part of the West 
Bank," Mr. Beilin said. 

He is dose collaborator of 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
and considered a “dove” 
within the Labour Parry. 

Israel's new foreign minis- 
ter. Ehud Barak, said in his 
first public speech on Thurs- 
day after taking office that he 
too favoured an annexation 
of areas of the West Bank. 

He said Israel should main- 
tain its "dvilian and military 
presence” in the Jordan Val- 
ley. the Gush Etzion collec- 
tion of settlements sooth of 


Jerusalem and a band of 
places in the west of the West 
Bank. 

In his comments on Israel 
Radio, Mr. Beilin dedined to 
name any of tbe 145 settle- 
ments. 

The remarks, uncharacter- 
istic of the left-wing minister, 
appeared to be another 
attempt by a member of Mr. 
Peres' government to bold 
text an olive branch to settlers 
who felt assassinated Prime 
Minister Yitriiak Rabin had 
neglected them. 

Mr. Beilin said be did not 
believe any settlements, in 
areas to be banded over to 
tbe Palestinians, would be 
uprooted or that the PNA 
would force settiers to leave. 


King thanks government, people 


Sharif Zeid restates position 


(Contimied from 1 ) 

Great Arab Revolt,” Sharif 
Zeid said. 

Speaking in the presence of 
Minister of Public Works and 
Housing Abdul Razzak En- 
sour, the prime imnister said 
that the country's unions 
should dedicate their efforts 
to serving their country and 
steer away from politics and 
personal grins. 

He expressed the govern- 
ment’s appreciation of the 
moves taken by the sileat 
majority among union mem- 
bers, who, he said, have real- 
ised the truth about the un- 
ions and their behaviour and 
activities whid) are being ex- 
ploit^ as tools to achieve 
political oMectives. 

Ahmad Talhouni, bead of 
the en^neers union in Maan 
Governorate, said his group 
takes pride in the King&m's 
leadeiwp: “We work silent- 
ly but diligently to serve dear 
Jordan. But we have broken 
our silence in response to the 
King’s call and we have come 
to meet the ;niine minister to 
air our views.” be said. 

Last week the prime minis- 
ter received a committee rep- 
resenting 200 engineers u4k> 
said they represent the silent 
majority among the en- 
gineers after suging a inarch 


protesting against what they 
called the minority’s abuse of 
power among the en^neeis 
and calling for the enactment 
of laws that would guarantee 
tbe separation of politics 
from the work of professiona] 
assodations. 

Sharif Zeid told tbe group 
that the government will do 
all it can to rectify the situa- 
tion of tbe professional asso- 
ciations and direct them to 
their basic objectives for 
which they were created. 

The professionri associa- 
tions have been at logger- 
heads with the government 
mainiy over peace with Israel 
and over domestic issues. 

The writers, doctors, 
lawyers and engineers asso- 
dations have, since Jordan 
signed peace with Israel, 
threatened their members 
with dismissal if they normal- 
ised relations with Israel. 

King Hussein has on 
the siieni majority to come 
forw^ and express its sup- 
port for peace. 

Tbe King also called on the 
associations to leave politics 
for the politicians and io- 
strncied the government to ^ 
ask the Higher Council for | 
(he Interpretation of tbe 
ConsQCuiioa to rule on the 
legality of the authority prac- 
ti^ by (he assodations. 


iCoatinued firom page 1) 

adiievements and nation- 
al unity. 

“We will not allow any 
one to tamper with or 
undermine national unity 
or the oountty's achieve- 
ments and tbe pn^ess 
that we all have sought to 
adiieve," the King said. 

The King added: "We 
have spent long years 


woricing for the iHOgre» 
and prosperity of this 
coonti 7 aim to torn it into 
a model in pluralism, 
democrat and respect for 
human rights.” 

The Kuig also voiced 
appredation to all the 
Jordanians for tiie warm 
feelings of love and loy^ 
ty they have expressed in 
the various*qelebrations to 
mark his birthday. 


Wasfi Tal reraembered 


Bosnian Serbs change tactics 


(ConfhiHed from page 1) 

in the NATO peacekeeping 
(^ration. 

The poll srid 52 per cent of 
those who beard the speed) 
backed Mr. Qimon and some 
senior Republicans in Con- 
fess began to sound oondha- 
tory. 

tenate leader Dole 
ffii d he was looking for a way 
to support the deployment 
and am^: “No doubt risoui 
it, whether ingress agrees 
or oot, troops will go to 
Bosnia." 

Tbe U.S. is due to provide 
a third of tbe 60,(X)0 NATO 
troops who will unpletRent 
the Bosnia peace plan agreed 


by Bosnia, Serbia and 
Croatia to end 3-16 years of 
war. 

Russian Defence Minister 
Pavel Grachev said that 
NATO and Russia would 
reach an agreement later in 
the day on the political con- 
trol of the NATO-led Boaiia 
peace force, removing the 
final obstacle to Russian par- 
ticipation in the force. 

“We think we have a solu- 
tion on tbe control of (he 
operation," Mr. Grachev 
said after a meeting with IJ.S. 
Defence Secretary William 
Perry. 

Mr. Grachev was expeaed 
to formally announce the 
accord later Tuesday after a 


meeting with all 16 NATO 
defence ministers. 

A U.N. ^kesman said in 
Zagreb nearly 2,(X)0 Croatian 
Sierbs could die from cold and 
hunger (his winter if ttey do 
not get immediate help from 
international aid organisa- 
tions. 

More than 5,000 mainly 
elderly Serbs had suffered 
regular harassment since re- 
fusing to flee with 150,000 
fellow Serbs when Croatian 
'forces stormed the Krajina 
region in August, said Chris 
Gunness, citing U.N. re- 
ports. 

“We estimate that 1,700 
will oot survive tbe winter," 
Mr, (junness said. 


Officials from 12 Mulim 
countries met in Tehran to 
discuss (be economic and de- 
fence needs of fellow Mus- 
lims in Bosnia, Iranian -media 
srid. 

Senior diplomats and army 
officers from Iran, Saudi 
Arabia. Malaysia, Indonesia, 
Jordan, Pakistan, Bang- 
ladesh, Turkey. Morocco, 
Egypt, Kuwait, Qatar and 
Bosnia, would discuss coor- 
dination of assistance from 
Muslim countries to Bosnia 
during the two-day meeting, 
the official news agency 
IRNA srid. 

"Reconstruction after the 
war presents formidable chal- 
lenges to... Bosnia- 


Merzegovina and this govern- 
ment is unable to ovcFOome 
them alone as it has been 
involved until recently in an 
unjust war," Iranian Foreign 
Minister AJi Akbar Velayati 
was quoted by Tehran Ra^o 
as saying in his opening 
speech. 

Iran could help Bosnia 
with medicine, agriculture 
and road building, Mr. 
Velayati added. 

"Ihe message that this 
meeting should convey is that 
we as members of a single 
Islamic nation are ail seosi- 
tive to the future and 

E rosperiiy of other mem- 
ers," Mr. Velayati was 
quoted by IRNA as saying. 


(Continued firom page 1) 

fob^t in the 1948 Arab- 
Israeli war. 

His conflict with tbe pan- 
Arab movements started in 
1955. He believed in the need 
to ally the Arabs with the 
West, a stand that contra- 
dicted the beliefs and 
thoughts of the late Egyptian 
Presideut Jamal Abdul Nas- 
ser, according to historian Ali 
Mahafzah, wbo presented a 
study on 1^. Tri’s life based 
on a book written by the 
Israeli scholar, Asher Sasser. 

After serving as bead of 
die press and publications de- 
par^ent, broadcasting cor- 
poration he became Jorda- 
nian ambassador to I^. Mr. 
Tal was asked by King Hus- 
sein to form his first cabinet 
in 1962. 

The late prime minister 
was assassinated on Nov, 28, 
197] by four men of the 
Palestinian Black September 
organisation in front of the 
Sheraton Hotel in Cairo, 
where be was attending an 
Arab League meeting. 
According to Dr. Rabab'ab, 
Mr. Tal was going to present 
3 plan on means of Arab 
resistance gainst Imel. 

"Although the King 
warned him not to go to 
Cairo because he was not 
desired, he insisted on 
going,” Dr. Rabab’ah said. 

Tte bead of the intelli- 
gence department at tbe 
time. Senator Natheer 
Rashid, srid that his depart- 
ment had previous know- 
ledge of a possible attempt 
against Wasfi’s life and knew 
tte names of the assassins, 

“It was also known that the 
late Egyptian President 
Anwar Sadat will not ^ve 
him tte needed protection 

which (we assumed) would 
be a factor in helping tte 
murderers carry out their 
scheme as it had really hap- 
pened,” Mr. Rashid said. 
"The assassins entered 
Egypt, armed with weapons. 
They were arrested by the 
Egy^an authorities aiid af- 
ter investigation they were 
released.” 

"The assassinatioo was car- 
ried out by four men of one 
of tte factuMis of the Palesti- 
nian Fateh wing,” Dr. Raba- 
b'ab* said. 

“Many believe that Mr. 
Tri was committed to politic- 
al action because be was fae- 
tionaiist. They did not realise 
that his commitment to the 
cause of Palestine came be- 
fore he assumed any offidal 
post,” according to journalist 
Arafot Hijazi. 

In tte Arab-Israeli war of 
1967, Mr. Tri insisted that 
Jordan should not enter tte 
war tUMl foresaw tbk Ante 


would be defeated, according 
to Mr. Rashid. - 

"He believed that die war 
would have serions implica- 
tions” on the Arab countries, 
be said. “He wanted real 
guerrilla warfore but within 
the occupied territories and 
should tai^t the enemy. (Ifo 
did not believe in) armed 
poUtical parties that have 
connections with foreign 
deal powers and received 
mixed orders and conftising 
signal that transformed Jor- 
dan into a batde zone." - 

In one of his attempte to 
reconefle with the oppositk» 
Mr. Tri declared a general 
amnesty and ordered aU in- 
telligence files on the opposi- 
tion destroyed. 

Sen. Manran Hmoud said 
that Mr. Tri believed that 
Palestinian and Jordanian 
thoughts complemented eadi 
other. 

“Every organisation or 
poUtical group that aims at 
separating tte West Bank 
from tte East Bank will re- 
sult in negative consequences 
on the West Bank." 

But speakers also differed 
on Mr. Tri'spolides towau^ 
democratisation and human 
rights in the country. Former 
Foreign Minister Hazem 
Nuseiteh said that he was a 
leading and prominent think- 
er and fully appredq|ed tte 
role of the press and tte 
media in sbapW toe consd- 
enoe of toe soMty. 

Dr. Mahafiteh, however, 
said that there was no indica- 
tion in Mr. Tri’s qieedies or 
polides that show a tendency 
towards restoring parliamen- 
tary life or enhajocing demo- 
cratic and ^css freeooms. In 
1967, he srid, tte govern- 
ment withdrew tte Uemoes of 
all ne«-^pets and permined 
their issuance again only on a 
condition tlut the govern- 
ment owned at least ^ per 
cent of their shares. 

But in all accounts, sena- 
tors, deputies and partka- 
pants lauded Mr. Tai's 
courageous stands and hum- 
ble attitude. 

To many, Mr. Tri was not 
compromising in aU causes 
that were of interest to the 
country and that was p^aps 
why be was not undei^ood at 
many levels, one participant 
srid. 

Mr. Tal did not Uke nqiot- 
ism either, and was hi gh ly 
strid in matters that relate to 
law and order. He died with a 
debt that reached JD 100,000 
whieh were later paid by the 
King. 

Fonner minister of foreign 
affairs Abdullah Salah 
quoted Mr. Tai's wife as 
saying at tbe moment of his 
death: “Wasfi Tri was not the 
first martyr and not toe last 
for tte cause of Palestine " 





Economy 
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Egypt maintains export 
surge, trade deficit widens 


CAIRO (R) — Egyptian ex- 
ports soared by more than 50 
per cent in the first half of 
IS^S, raising government 
bc^ that Egypt’s goal of an 
export-driven economic re- 
vival 00 ^ finally be under 
way. 

'Total ci^ns, indudiog 
oil, rose to 6.74 billion Eg^ 
tian pounds (S2.98 biUioiv m 
the first six months of the 
year fiom 4.43 bfilion ($1.30 
billion) in the same ^riod 
last yev, according to figures 
released by tiie ministry of 
economy and foreign trade 
Monday. 

But imports also soared by 
neatly a to 18.37 billioo 
pounds (SS.40 billion), wide- 
ning Egrot's trade d^cit for 
the first half of 199S to 11.63 
billion pounds ($3.42 billioa). 

The government, which 
has ambitjous plans to triple 
exports within three years, 
sa)« it is more concerned 
about encouraging the con- 


tinued exports boom than by 
the widmiing trade gap. 

Prime Ml&ter Atef ^dki 
was quoted in the ^em- 
ment newspaper A1 Ahram 
Monday as saying the latest 
export target was $11 billion 
by 1998, compared to S3.46 
bOlkMi last y^. 

'The trade ministry figures 
showed tfae 1995 export surge 
was mmntained throi^ioat 
tbe first six monfiis trf the 
year, apparently quelling the 
doubts of local businessmen 
that first quarter figures 
might not be sustainable. 

Some said tbe initial boom 
UM^t have been due to one- 
off toots like the dealing of 
state cotton stockpiles, one of 
Egypt’s prime ford^ cnrren- 
cy earners. 

Cotton exporte more than 
doubled in the first half of 
19^ to 477 millioa pounds 
($140 million). 

But other ^ef agricultural 
exports, induding potatoes. 


onions and oranges also rose 
more than 100 per cent. 

Exports of manufactured 
goods like batteries, sheet 
iron, cement, shirts and 
medidnes all more than dou- 
bled, die ffltiristxy figures 
showed. 

The robust half-year per- 
formance win further streng- 
fiieo Egypt’s band in tattas 
with the utemational Monet- 
ary Fund, which believes tbe 
pound is overvalued and 
could harm exports. 

The pound has bera effec- 
tively pegged to the U.S. 
dollar for tbe last four years, 
but Egyptian interest rates 
and infiation have been con- 
sistently well above U.S. 
levels. 

Imports, particularly food 
stapl^ like wheat, maize and 
edfbie oils, rose sharjdy in the 
first half of 1995. Imports of 
durable goods, including 
cars, refrigerators and televi- 
sions rose by a third to 814 


millioo pounds ($239.4 mil- 
lion). 

But the ministry said tbe 
biggest sector increase for im- 
ports was for "investment 
goods'* induding spuming 
tools, trains, tr^tovs, and 
computers, which rose 54 per 
cent to 4.15 btllion pounds 
($1.22 billion). 


“These are all imports 
which could in tbe end lead to 
more expoits,** Mostafa Said, 
undersecretary for informa- 
tion at the mmistry told Reu- 
ters. 


^ypt’s Minister for Eco- 
nomic OxMration Youssef 
BotiCros-Gnali said earlier 
month he was not wor- 
ried if Egypt’s trade halarK* 
slipped further into tbe ted. 

“Z don’t care. I don’t mmd. 
No problem. We want ex- 
ports to put Egyptians to 
work, not to addr» a ba- 
lance of paymmits problem,” 
he added. 


Turkey launches forward 
foreign exchange market 


ANKARA (R) — Tbe Tnr- 
Itisfa central bank Monday 
launched a forward foreign 
currency market for the 
time in a move to lessen 
nnceitaiDties utiicb have re- 
cently put the lira under 
pressure, a senior bank offi- 
cial said. 

**Tbe new practice is not a 
shod: measure. It was mtro- 
duced because markets were 
in need of it,” die central 
bank's acting Govmmor Os- 
man Carit Ertan told Reu- 
ters. 

The move followed a week 
of surging foreiga exdiange 
demand which forced the 
bank to intervene in the mar- 
kets by seUrng dollais to de- 
fend the lira. 

”Foiward market is tbe 
most effident instrument to 
provide stabflity id markets,” 
Mr. Ertan said. 

Tbritish bankas welcomed 
die' establisbeiimt of tbe for- 
ward foreign currency mar- 
ket 

*Tt is a correct and wdl- 
pbn^ stqp,” said Mustafo 
GmtiD, gmKral manage of 
Garanti Investment Bank. 
’The bank wiU also regulate 
die bond and lira maricets by 
giving tacit lira interest 
rates.” 

The central bank initially 


quoted a Dec. 6 {nice of 
M,S39/978 lira per ^llar 
against about 54,000 lira in 


the spot market. 


Political nncertainttes 
ahead of die early general 
election on Dec. 24 aiS year- 
end position adjustments 
have boosted the demand for 
tbe dollar. 

The lira lost 1.3 per cent of 
its value against the dollar 
last week. The loss has ex- 
ceeded four per cent so far 
dds month. 

Mr. Ertan said the central 
bank would continue its poli- 
cy of allowing tbe tin to 
depredate in fine widi infla- 
tion. 

Tbe vHholesale price infla- 
tion was about 79 per cent 
last month. Ovenu^ cash 
rates are present^ running ax 
aronnd ^ per cent. 

Bankets say pres^ fore- 
ign currency aim lira rates 
offer them a profit opportun- 
ity by selling in the spot 
markM and . buying in the 
forward. 

Tbe Tbildsh lira firmed to 
54,000 versus the dollar by 
ondKhy from an opening <» 
54,100, 

Meanwhile, analysts say 
that wbidiever party wins 
Tnrkey’s general election 
next month will have to take 
radical measures to rescue an 
ecootuny beset by infiatioo. 
high deficits and an under- 
performing state sector. 

Sources close to Prime 
^finisteT Tansu Oiler’s True 
Patii Party ^YP) and the 
main opposition, the Mother- 


land Party (ANAP), say tiiey 
have con^eted pobdes to be 
implemented if they van die 
efo^n on C^. 24. 

“Onr prog ram me is ready. 
It aims to restructore ^ 
economy and the state,” Ian 
Celebi, former economy 
"wniRter and deputy ANAP 
chairman, told Reuters. 

His party has yet to 
aonoance details, but Mr. 
Ceietn smd the programme 
^ve priority to fitting infla- 
tion and indoded measures 
to cut fiscal defidts and re- 
duce the state sector. 

The economy emerged 
from crisis earlier this year 
through a series of painfiil 
measures, but is still strug- 
gling. 

Politicians know the phrase 
“austerity programme” an- 
gers Tknis, many of whom 
suffered 30 per cent cuts in 
zca] ws^es last year, and this 
realisation disoouT^es par- 
ties from imveiifng their eco- 
nomic recipes in advance. 

Before tbe 1991 general 
election, ANAP openly said 
it would listen economic 
belts. By contrast the DYP 
won hearts and votes by 
plec^g two keys to eadi 
Turk — one for a car and one 
for a house. It has been ruling 
in coalition with Social 
Democrats smoe then. 

Economists fear the coun- 
try may head back into crisis 
unless a well-designed 


THE Daily Crossword by Chuck Deodene 


ACROSS 
1 Submits 
5 Singer James 
9 Undenvorld 
boss? 

14 Smell — 

1 5 Pekoe and 
oolong 

16 Horsepower 
booster, for 
short 

17 Ebbets Field, 
e.g. 

20 — nous 
(between 
ourselves) 

21 Rubbery 

22 Type 

24 *— Yankee 
Doodle...” 

25 Boutenders 
28 Female orderly 
30 /tecount 

33 Menu phrase 
35 Glove 

37 Suit fabric 

38 Soap since 1963 

42 Donald’s ex 

43 Antitoxins 

44 Genetic letters 

45 Folk tale 
47 Washington 

body 

50 Shoe wkAh 

51 GP’sorg. 

53 Genesis name 
55 Milk shakes 
59 Honey badger 
61 Priority mailing 

64 Auburn dye 

65 Earthen pot 

66 Buffalo's lake 

67 Enroll 

68 Tide type 

69 WWIf vessels 
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At righs rwrvait. 


Yesterday's puzde solved: 


DOWN 

1 Bunyan'sox 

2 Great ape 

3 Sanitation, 
form^ 

4 Breastbones 

5 Greek l^ter 

6 Scope lead-in 

7 JohnWsryne 
Western 

8 State of India 


9 Medical ASAP 

10 German import 
car 

11 Masked visitors 

12 — Dhabi 

13 — de plume 

18 TV h^ Convy 

19 Dictator 

23 Wit Bombeck 

26 Kind of donor 

27 Inscribed pillar 
29 Certain 

p^tings 

31 Sixth sense 
letters 

32 Architect I.M. — 

33 Light on one's 
feet 

34 Flood barrier 
36 Raced 

39 Comp. pL 

40 Sought office 

41 Yemen city 
46 SdertfsTs 

figures 

48 Place of refuge 

49 Tour 
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52 Cantaloupe 
54 Type of 
b^e 

56 Dermal outbreak 

57 Polygraph 
flunter 


58 Ward of TV 

60 Uxivia 

61 That girl 

62 Sty 

63 Footrace 
unit 


medmm-teim ectmotuc sta- 
l^lisatioQ propanune is pot 
into effect by, a government 
with domestic and iaterna- 
tkmal credfoilfry. 

They say Tvkey should 
increase tax revenues, res- 
tmctnre a social security sys- 
tem tiiat is near collapse, and 
privatise or close down loss- 
making enterprises. 


‘"Ttukey must put a stabi- 
lisation program^ of 24 to 
30 months mto imp le gt enta- 
tioo in eady January,” Eco- 
nomics Professor Taner 
Berksoy told a conference 
last we^. 

He said tax r efoim was 
crucial to die success of the 
(uo^anune. 

Foreign investors still 
mainfain interest In Turkish 
markets. A total of $Sj6 bil- 
lion of forei^ capital flowed 
into tiK economy in the first 
dgbt mouths of ^95. 

ANAF's Celebi said in- 
creating the inflow of foreign 
capitaJ was crodal to his par- 
ty's programme. 


Railmen 

paralyse 

France 


PARIS (AFP) ~ MiHtani 
transport workers paralys^ 
much of France Tuesday in 
the second nationwide strike 
in less than a week, and 
planned to do the same 
Wednesday in a fight with the 
conservative government 
over its plans to reform the 
welfore system. 

Angry railway workers, 
who have been on strike since 
last Thursday night, 
spearheaded the movement, 
Imt the capital's metro driv- 
ers voted to stay out for 
another Wednesday and 
perhaps longer, after crip- 
pling tbe mass transit tystem 
Tu^ay. 

'The few metros running 
were packed with commuters 
jammed in like sardines. Pub- 
lic transit in many provin- 
cial cities was also severely 
disrupted. 

Members of five trade un- 
ions voted to continue the 
movement in the metro, re- 
gional RER lines and on the 
buses, an official of the 
commuoist-1^ CGT trade 
union said, with the possiUl- 
ily H will go on past Wednes- 
day. 

Raibnen. who fear job los- 
ses and reform of their pri- 
vileged retirement pension 
scheme, voted across tbe 
country to continue with the 
strike on Wednesday, after 
paralysing the system for two 
days. 

On the Paris Bourse, the 
CAC-40 index lost 1.03 j^r 
cent to 1 ,870.34 on uncertain- 
ty over the strike situation. 

Mammoth traffic jams 
built up at the gates to Paris 
and in the provinces as non- 
strikers tried to get to work 
by car. At one stage there 
were 400 Idlonietres of jams 
in the Paris region alone. 


In tbe capital, union lead- 
ers led a mass protest march 
through the streets with un- 
ion leaders claiming a turn- 
out of 60,000 marchers. 


The RATP company, 
whidi runs the Paris metro 
system, said it feared there 
would be a total stoppage of 
metro and buses by 'Tu^ay 
evening and urged commu- 
ters to start making their way 
home as soon as they could. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



“i have a wonderful personality... but 
Tm saving it tor a special occasion.” 


EU ministers dodge tough 
issues on sii^e currency 


BRUSSELS (R) — The road 
to a qngte cuTTciKty Euro- 
pean Union (EU) looked 
rockier Thesday afEer^ the 
bloc’s fintmee ministers sides- 
tef^red some tough decision 
and left their leaders to sort 
them out at a summit next 
month in Madrid. 

Meeting in Brussels Mon- 
day, the ministers foiled to 
agree the {necise date at 
i^cb countries would be 
judged for fitness to partio- 
pafe in a tin^ ewrenty. 
Hkty were also at odds over 
bow legal the curreocy would 
be 8M sriretfaer government 
debt should be denominated 
immediately in ft. 

Their disagreements 
served to underline tbe diffi- 
culties of bouncing the union 
towmds a smgje cuxrency. 

France stood alone against 
its 14 partners, insisting that 
the goaltfication date should 
not be del»ed over a qoe^ 
don of reliable ccoaomic 
data. 

It was unhappy with 
a t temp t s by economic power- 
house Germany to dday until 
eariy 1996 the dedtion on 
which countries pass muster 
for tbe tin^e cmreDcy. 


All are agreed that tbe 
deiasioo tiXKud be based oo 
economic performance in 
1997, bat Germany has been 
arguin g that figures available 
at the end of that year will 
only be estUnato. 

It wants to wait until later 
in 19% for firmer data. 

But Frimce wants botii to 
tie Germany in to its promise 
of mooetaiy unioo and to 
avmd conflict vrith a Frendi 
gen^ election that most be 
held in tbe first half of 1998. 
It e xpre ssed confidence the 
DecCTber estimates would 
be reliable. 

The ministexs dso ran into 
an arcane roadblock over a 
legal framework for tbe cur- 
rency, an issue some see as 
critic to tile credflniity of 
monetary union. 

The EU has yet to decide 
whether the new canency 
would be legal tmder at the 
planned start date of Jan. 1, 
1999. fri addition there is no 
accord on how finaneial con- 
tracts maturing after tbe 
launch date would be 
affected. 

Some contider the legality 
aspect of the utmost import- 
ance and worry that a oelay 


The mmisters agreed the 
issue needed further study in 
1996 so as to become a cen- 
tthd plank of monetary odob. 

Yet vrith sevmul issues stiU 
unresolved, EU leaders next 
month in Mhdxid wiU have to 
work hard if they want to give 
a future European currency a 
sedid putii forward. 


Czech Republic signs on with 
OECD as 26th member 


PARIS (AFP) — Czech 
Foreign Minister Josef Ziele- 
niec Tuesday signed an 
accord making the Czech Re- 
pul^ tbe 2odt member of 
the Organisation for Econo- 
mic Cooperation and De- 
velopment (OECD). 

QEO Secretaiy General 
Jean-Clande Paye signed the 
agreement on behalf of the 
OECD at tbe organisation's 
headquarters here. 

In a brief statement be 
recalled tiiat, 50 years ago. 
Czechoslovakia wanted to 


join tbe Kforshall Plan, but 
was prevented from doing so 
^ oommnnist take-over 
in Prague. 

The Marshall Plan, a mas- 
sive post-^war United States 
aid programme for Eorc^, 
led to the creation of the 
Orgaaisatioi} for European 
Economic Cooperation 
(OEEQ, which was con- 
verted into the present 
OECD in 1960. 

Wetcoming the Cteefa Re- 
iblic into tiie OECD, Mr. 
'aye said this was a re^t of 


eflbrts made by the OECD to 
assist it over the past five 
years, but above all Ity tiie 
efforts of tbe Czechs dimn- 
selves. 

Repl^ng, Mr. 2elem‘ec 
praised tbe OECD’s Partners 
in Transitioo (PIT^ program- 
me set np in 1991 to 

basic refoims in ibe 
then Czechoslovakia, Hun- 
gary and Poland. 




THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
- by Honri-AmoliS knd MUia AnAion 


UnscianM Diese lour Juirbias.’’ 
orw lener to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 
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WHAT 'THE 
COMPETING 
5ANPWJCH 5HOP5 
ENGAGEP IN. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 
Jumbles: MINOR ARMOR CONVEX SIMILE 
Answer; What a boarding house is often fitled with — 
ROOMERS 


Peanuts 


SOMETIMES I Ue AWAKE AT 
N16HT.ANO I ASK, CAN MT 
GENERATION LOOK TO THE 
FUTl/RE WITH HOPE? 




THEN, OUT OF THE DARK. A VOICE COMES 
TO ME THAT 5AV5, “ WHV, SURE .. WELL, I 
MEAN ...THAT I5...1T SORT OF DEPENDS.. 
I MEAN..(F...UJHEN..WHO..WE..AND...^ 



Andy Capp 



9ft* PiPltoaTViem 
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Mutt’n’Jeff 



HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST WEDNES- 
DAY, NOVEMBER 29, 1995 


ABSES i (March- 21 to April 
'19)r~Some practical affur 
oQuld interfecB.witb your 
’aqiivity to gain some private 
desfre in tim morning today, 
but later this evening yoo 
gain it. 


TAURUS: (April to Mty 

20) A fellow associate could 
take up contiderable time to 
day in the moming. After 
hindi, work quickty to get 
caught op with your duties. 

GEMINI; 21 to Jnne 

21) You have to handle 
career activities whidi are im- 
portant today before yon can 
get off to some new and 
mteresting sitnation. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) Make sore you 
get all of your affoira in 
order today before yon go 
out for a good tune with ymir 
friends and loved ones. 


LEO :(Juiy 22 to August 21) 
You have to handle a home 
sitnation before meeting witii 
a fdfow assodate today, bat 
this gives yon more time to 
plan your discussion. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Some inter- 
raptioB cooU dday ciieer adnities 
you nad planned for tiie 
mon^g touy, but later tins 
evening you can get ri^t at 
them enthusiastically. 

UBRA: (September 23 to 
October ^) Yon may find 
some pleasure thw ar ted early 
^y today because of a prac- 
tical affair whidi needs atteiH. 
tion, but later tins eveumg, 
have a fine time. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) First ke^ a 




00 this issue would under* 
mine private sccux wflliiig* 
ness to use the new canency. 

Another hem of contea- 
tion was whether partidpat- 
tng gomnmmits should 
obliged to issue new debt m 
tbe single currency im- 
mo&My. Gennaiiy, some. 
lAat akiat on tins issue, said 
governments should be fr^ 
to decide oo how to proceed. 




Id sharp contrast to tiiese 
HifitointeSj however,, then 
appeared to be wideqnead 
smpoit for German Finance 
hmuster Theo Waigd’s prop- 
osal for a budget "stuility 
pact” among countries fo^ 
ing a monefoty unkm. 

”We got very wide, very 
positive aoc^itaDce. No one 
was agmnst it in fnincqiie,” 
Mr. Waigel told a news con- 
ference. 
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promise made to a loved one 
before 


ore doing your own tbiiig 
today and then yoo can be 
veiy energetic toward any 
activities. 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 
p to December 21) Yoo 
have to handle some private 
concern today even if it takes 
lOTger than you expected. 
Take care of outside butiness 
and you will be successful. 

CAHUCORN: (December22 
to Jannaiy 20) Putyoundf in 
a good friend’s shoes at tins 
time and you know bow best 
to be of asastance to h™ or 
iicr in whatever is the mo- 
jecL 

■AQUARlDS: (January 21 to. 
Februaty 19) Be most tactful 
in dealii^ witii a p romin ent 
poison tc^y and don’t m^. 
any hard to managf reaiarks. 
Enjoy.frimids tonight 




^^®CES: (Febiuaiy 20 to 
March 20) You have a wdF 


thongbtKMit plan at this time, 
tint you are not sure Just 
^rhen to lanarii it T ,^te after-, 
noon is best for this. 


^ttbsione of Noveoiber: Topas%! 
— Tigcf's Eye 
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Beaujolais Nouveau 95 arrived 
with Air France 

AIR FRANCE held its annual recaption of 
Beaujolais Nouveau 95 at Forte Grand Amman on 
iVov. 23, 1995. Air Franca, in cooperation with 
Foria Grand and the French Embassy in Amman, 
hosted this receptbn in honour of its frequent 9yer 
customers, its top agents and the French 
companies settled in Jordan 
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Avis delegtes chart 
course for the future 

Avis delegates from around the world converged last 
September at one of the world's top leisure destinaiions: 
Wali Disney World, in Orlando. Florida. What bener 
anniversary summit spot for a global operation, spanning 
some 156 countries and 5.200 locations than a premier 
resort that showcases the cultures around the globe. 

Since the founding of the company in the 1940s. Avis has 
grown into a true multi-national service giant, known 
around the world for excellence and innovation. .More than 
W delegates attended to kick off the year-long com- 
memoration of their many achievements and to chart a 
.. course for the fuiuK. There was a blend of corporate and 
L*7icrmr Hnsee personnel from all levels, from senior management 
even'^irf. W front-line representatives. . ^ 

vou senior officials Alun Cathcari and Joseph * inoria 

addressed convention delegates on the company's gobal 
^ siic®^ . expansion plans — and ihej' envisipacd some exciting 
opportunities. 
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FRESH PORK MEAT 
JNFUHAIS 



. DAILY SLAUGHTER AT 
OUR FARM 

-FRESH CUTS TO YOUR 
TASTE. 
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Japan’s 

Kizu 

Credit 

Union 

loses 

$9.6b 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) - 

- Fcrilowing are the buyina and sellina ( 1 

rates for leading worid currencies and agamsi the 

dollar (» the London foreign exchange and boUkMi markets | I 

Tuesday. 



One U.S. dollar 

1.3538/48 

Canadian dollar 


1.4354/64 

Dentscbemarlcs 


1.6080/90 

Dutch guilders 


1.15SQ/6S 

Swiss fiancs 


29.50/34 

Belgian francs 


4.9209/59 

French, francs-. 


1596.2^.7 

Italian lire 


101.22/32 

Japanese yen 


6J0Um 

Swedish oowns 


6.3180/30 

Norwegian crowns 


5.5513/13 

Danish crowns 


1.4120/30 

Singapore dollars 


0.7492W 

Austndian dollars 


7.7352«2 

Hcmg Kong dollars 

One sterling 

51.5486/96 


One oonce of gold 

S389.0QG89.50 



TOKYO (AFP) — Japan's 
collapsed Kuu Credit Union, 
the largest such institution in 
the country, had incurred tos- 
ses of 960 billion yen (S9.6 
billion), the Bank of Japan 
said . 

It said an examination of 
Kizu by the Osaka Prefecture 
also revealed the credit union 
had recoverable but non- 
performing assets of 230 bii- 
Jton yen. 

"Kizu Credit is thus in the 
extraordinary situation where 
performing assets are only 
about J20.0 billion yen, com- 
pared with mral assets of I..1I 
Irillion yen," the Bank of 
Japan said in a statement. 

The finance ministry said 
in a separate statement; 
“Kizu Credit Cooperatives' 
bad debts exceed more than 
9U per cent of its total assets 
of 1:31(1 billion yen and is in 
an extremely abnormal situa- 
tion. 

"It is necessary to pursue 
thoroughly the responsibility 
of management that brought 
down such a situation," it 
said, adding that an ongoing 
investigation may result in 
criming action against the 
former management. 

Kizu was suspended Aug. 
30 and authorities subsequent- 
ly put it into liquidation fal- 
lowing the disclosure of its 
bad loan situation. 

The Bank of Japan said 
Wednesday that the busines.s 
operations of Kizu would be 
transferred to Tokyo Kyodo 
Bank, which would be res- 
tructured into a Japanese ver- 
sion of the Resolution Trust 
Curp. launched in the United 
States to deal with the U.S. 
savings and loan assoduUon 
crisis earlier in the decade. 

But the central bank said 
such an entity would require 
parliamentary approval und 
so Kizu's operations would 
not be transferred until 
islative changes were in 
place. 

Under the scheme, 
"budgetary support" would 
be sought from the Osaka 
prefecturad government as 
well as the "maximum 
amount of financial assist- 
ance by the Deposit Insur- 
ance Corp." Financial sup- 
port would also be sou^t 
from related financial institu- 
tions. (he Bank of Japan said. 


AMHLAZe ITZKAteCXAZ. MJiLlOCjear 
ao'jszn: m->ii i.-smxx anmmi - sosajMji: 

/ 637I7S 

ORcwisto MMcccr siuiu za:cK tw? por svslaitY ia/ii/iss5 



A review of news from the Arabic press 
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Telephones cannot be sold 

•Ais ASy PERSON who transfers the ownership of a 
telephone to another person is performing an unlav^ act 
as the original owner of a telephone is bound by a contraa 
with the Telecommunication Corporation (TCC), as sudi, 
the telephone diould be turned over to the corporation, 
TCC Director-General Walid Dweik said. Consequently, 
using a iciepbone registered in the name of somebody el^ 
is !K^ legal because the user is not the party with whom the 
TCC had made a contract, Mr. Dweik added. The 
corporaQon is not obliged to honour any deal between two 
parties transferring the owTiership of a telephone between 
them against an agreed payment as the transaction was 
made without the knowledge and consent of the TCC, be 
emphasised. The TCC chief explained that the corporation 
rectifies such a situation by contracting the new user and 
releasing the obligations of the first party after settling the 
dues and cancelling his/her contract. The new party will be 
given new subscription against normal fees regardless of 
the area of residence or business required. Asked about the 
sale of the telephone with the house or the shop, Mr. 
Dweik reiterated that the telepehone is not merchandise 
and that the citizen is a subscriber in accordance with a 
contract. “Therefore, there is a third party involved and 
±at party is the TCC. Accordingly, a person cannot sell a 
telephone to another person,” .Mr. Dweik said (Al 
Dusiour). 

I I I Palestinian Monetary Authority seeks 
I I I to recruit fresh graduates 

I 'I I THE PALESTINIAN Monet;^' Authority is looking 
{ ; I for fresh graduates from Jordanian, Arab and foreign 
u-niversities in the fields of economy, accounting, financial 
sciences and banking. The authority will selecting a 
large number of the graduates to work for it at Gaza after 
providing them with the necessary training at Jordanian 
banks (.Al Ra'i). 


Chamber of Industry to sign 
documents of exports to Europe 

'St'if THE MINISTER of indusoy and trade has decided 
that the Amman Chamber of Industry should be the 
authorised party to sign all certificates of origin for exports 
to Eoropean Union countries based on from EUR 1. This 
arrangement is adopted for all exporters who wish to 
benefit of the privileges granted under an agreement with 
^e European Union (Al Ra'i). 


i ; ( 


Gansult Group Limited 

CANADIAN & INTERNATIONAL ENGINEERS 
ARCHITECTS AND PROJECT MANAGERS 


HAS THE PLEASURE TO ANNOl'NTE THE Ul>ENI.\C; OF THEIR AMM \N KKcHoNAl. 
UFnCK. L(X*ATED AT JAR.AL AM.MaN . NEAR ISTCIRCLc. /AKAKIA i.'£ST=K 
I STFUJOR. APT.': 

WITH .VI YEARS OF E.XPERIENCE IN.THE .^lUDLE EAST ANL» THE Cl'LF. L A.NSl i.T 
CRpLP l.lMlinit PROVIDES CONSULTING ENGINEERI.NC. ARCHITECTURAL AND 
PROJECT MANAGEMENT SERVICES iNTHE FIELDS OF: - 

BUILDINGS. TRANSIHiRTATION. PUBLIC WORKS. RECHEaTJCiN. TuURISM AND 
ENVIRONMENT. THE REGIONAL OFFICE IN AMMAN WILL I'U.RSI.'E AND 
RECEIVE ENyUlRIES. LIASE AND CO-ORDINATE THE FUNCTION AND OPER AT!uNS Or 
CaNSULTIN LEB.ANON. SYRIA, and THF i^E.ST HANK IN ADDITION TOJOKDA.S . 
FURTHER INFtJKMATlON WILL REALUL^ HE I'ROVIDED BV VIR.SHaHIIJ MISKIilF. 
MAN'AOKR. PRO.IK(.TS DKVKI.OPMKN 1' . 


TKL. 614874 - FAX. 614873 - OFFICE HOURS 08:30- 14:00 


MuzEfapa/aod viiiage caunciis owe 
bankJD40miiUon 

ir-tr MUNICIPAL AND village councils owe.the Cities and 
Vill^es Development Bank a total of JD 40 million. The 
dedaon by the Cabinet to forgave 25 per cent of interest on 
the loans given to those ooumdte translates Into about JD 
^,000, the bank’s deputy general manager said (Al 

Preparations underway to set up 
‘.Amman Insurance Company 

irir FOUNDERS of Amman Insurant Company, a public 
shareholding company under establishment, have signed 
the articles of association and internal regulations in 
preparation for the formal registration of the company at 
the Ministw of Industry and Trade. TTie founders set the 
capital at JD 2 million and assigned themselves a 50 per 
cent equity. The founding committee includes Hani Hadda- 
din, Adnan Abdul Nadi (Arab Jordan Investment Bank) 
and Ibrahim Al Daoud (Sherco Shares Brokerage) (Al 
Ra'i). 



! 

•ae* ; 

DA JAN 

JEWELLERS 
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Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . ^t^drcie^Amn^^^ 



Furnished Apartment 
For Rent 

In Um Uthaina. 3 
iiedrooms, 3 bathrooms,, 
ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments andi 
villas ' 

Fumished/unfumished for . 
rent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tai: 810605, 810609, 810520 
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All Suites Hotel 
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NOUnOZ Restaurant 
,M CM* 


tn: 642830 
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ASSARAYA 

RtrnC a car 


HMd Office 

Tel. 06-684771 / Fax 664973 
Aqaba Offlca 
Tel. 03-316265 /Fax 316265 
Eniergeney Call 24 Hours 
079/21526 

Shmeant King Abduitah Geideru 
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Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 
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For Res 31?^7.ai411S 
f.lc-cciT Si O.TOud Center 


For Rent 


^Deluxe Furnished 

c & 

Sand Unfurnished S 

6 b 

i-^Viiias apartments ^ 

^nd office Space 1 

DC CC\ 

qTo Suftall Budgets p 

681113 688816 

For Rent ■ For Rent 
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Furnished, 
apartment 
3 bedrooms 
5 th circle 


for fimber details please caD 

Tel. 864230 
Fax. 864231 
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Quality Furnished Suites 


Uilla 

For Sale' 
or Rent 
(n Abdoun 
1 300 m2 
el 63264: 




One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable RatM For 
Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle - 692672 
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Ajax win World Club title on penalties 


TOKYO (R) — Captain Danny Blind converted his side's last 
penalty to gjw Ajax Amsterdam the Worid Qub Cup mth a 4^ 
shootout v&oiy over Brazil’s Gremio after a (M) draw following 
extra-tune on Tuesday. 

Ajax were always in front with their penalties after Edwin Van 
Z>er Sar saved from Dinfao and Francisco arce hit the bar with 
Gremio’s second even tiioo^ Fatridi Kluivert put the Dutdi 
side's opening spot lode wide. 

Ajax dominatra the matdi but were unable to breach the 
strong Gremio di^nee even though the Brazilian side were dovra 
to 10 men from tiie S6th minute. 

Paraguayan central defender Catatino Rivarola was sent off for 
his second bookable offence, a second socceswve fool,' on teenage 
striker Kluiveit in the q»ce of three minutes. 

Yet in terms of clear-cut dianoeS Gremio’s Jardel was as guilty 
as Kluivert and Ajax’s Finish international Jari Utmanen of 
missing a Virtually open target more than once. 

The result left South America leading Enrtqie 33-21 in the 
annnfli match and 10-6 since it was switdied to Tokyo’s natioal 
stadium in 1980. 

It was the third time dnee 1985 that die matdi was settled by 
penalties and the fifth occasion it needed extra-time. In 1988, PSV 
Eindhoven of the Netherlands lost on penalties to Nacional of 
Uruguay after a 2-2 draw. 

The victory finally rewarded the more enterprisiM side on a 
bitterly cold afternoon that had some Brazilian outfield playeis 
wearing gloves. 

But when Kluivert Ajax's first penalty, die Dutch must 

have wondered dwy would ever find the target after a string of 
misses during the 120 minutes’ pl^, though the teenage strficer 
saw his looping header rebound off the bw in the 74th minute. 

Ajax ^ipeved to have been lucky not to have Dutch 
internationd winger Marc Overmars sent off miniites after 
Rrvarola’s dismissal. 

Overmass swung an atm in front of Aiilson’s free and the 
Gremio midfielder went down holding his mouth. 

But English referee David EUeray, who had his back to the 
incident, simply went ahead with a free kick he had already 
award^ Gremio after oonsulting linesman. 

The mat^ could have got out of hand at diat point as the 
Brazilian ade demanded Overmars be sent off, but Moray’s firm ' 
hand steered it away from trouble. 

Near the end of a first half out almost exclusively in midfield, 
Kluivert should have done better with a header off a fine cros s 
from the right by Nigerian Finidi (^rge. But, trying to rise 
between two defenders, he beaded well vide. 

Ajax should have won the match in tiie second half. 

Litmanen was too forceful with an attempted lob from the left 
and put ^ ball over early in the second half. K^ntes later he 
found him»lf free right in front of but shot straight at 
Gremio goalkeeper Danriei. 

At the other end, IG-tnan Gremio should have gone ahead 
minutes after Rivarola's departure but it was the Tall Jardel’s turn 
to shoot wide from a good position. 

Jardel also put a hea<& friira a cross by Paraguayan arce wide 


YELLOW PLATE CAR FOR SALE 

A 1984, 4x4 Isuzu Trooper in good condition, 
two doors, siiver coiour, duty unpaid. 

Price JD 1800. 

If interested, please call 622196 
between 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 


SIX DELUXE FLATS FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms, salon, dining , American style 
kitchen, lift . central heating, telephone line, 
central antenna. Intercom, 

Suitable for diplomatic missions and foreign firms. 
Rent to be paid annually :JD 6000 pkis lO per cent 
for services. 

Location: Jabai Amman- Al Khalidi Hospital Street. 
Call Tel: 637628 from lO a.m. to 4 p.m. 


FOR SALE 

486-DX 33MHz computer W/17' ViewSonic 7 colour 
monitor, 8 MB RAM W/256KB Cache memory on board, . 
Conner SCSI HD 213 MB W/64 KB Cache buffer. CD- 
ROM, 3.5* & 5.25* Drives, Feoc/Modem card, Logitec 
scanner 8 bit XT BUS x 1, 16 bit AT BUS x 7, 32 bit 
LOCAL BUS X 2, & OkiData OL400 Laser printer. Price 
JD 3800 negotiable. 6th Circle, behind Khouli pharmacy, 
2nd floor, near Amra Hotel. 

For appointments call 753097 or 645745. 


TO DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS AND EMBASSIES 
AND FOREIGN MISSIONS AND COMPANIES 

A first floor house of a 300 square metre area, 
located in a quiet area along Sweileh - King 
Hussein Medical Centre Road, behind Elba House 
company. The house consists of three bedrooms, 
dining room, salon, sitting room, office room, 
American kitchen, three bathrooms, garage, 
telephone, central heating, wall-to-wall carpet, 
surrounded by a garden. Annual rent JD 4300 
Please call Tel. 848999. 


CAREER OPPORTUNITY 

A Regional Inter-Governmental Organisation is seeking a highly 
motivated, skilled, career-oriented, professional individual 
(female or male) with the following qualifications: 

• A university degree in a field related to rural development. 

• Full command of English and Arabic languages 
(French is an advantage). 

- Computer proficiency is necessary. 

- Good team worker. 

- Diligent, organised and presentable. 

- The ability to adapt to and fit in many different situations. 

- Capable of working long hours when needed. 

Please send your detailed C.V. to the following address: 

Director 
P.O.Box 2550 
Amman 11181 - Jordan 

The dosing date for receiving applications is December 15th. 
1995. Only &hort-li$(ed candidates will be contacted. 





Netberiand’s Ajax MF Edgar Davids aod Brad’s Gremio MR Arflsoo stro 

baB in tbe Worid Chib Cnp mateh (Reoten photo) 

after Danriei had saved from Kluiveit who was fed by a neat 
badc^l from bu^ midfielder Edgar Davids. 

Blind was the nest to miss, his voUey from a pass by substitute 
Nwankwo Kanu ga»Hng higb over tbe bar. 

In the dying minntos of extra time, Geoi^ curied a fine shot 
from tbe out of tiie diving Danriei’s reach and only just wide 
of the far post. 


for the 
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AMERICAN WOMEN OF AMMAN 

CHRISTMAS CMARITY 
BAZAAR 


fftlDAV. DECEMBER 1, 1995 
AMMAN MARRIOTT HOTEL 
11 AM'rO'4PM 




A U.S. loan broker is visiting the 
Kingdom for a short period of time and 
would like to meet interested 
businessmen for joint ventures. 

For an appointment please call 607225 - 
Commodore Hotel, Room 645-6 


.Vogts 
dreams of 
England — 
Germany 
final 

LONDON (R) — Cerinau.'. 
team chief Beiti Vogts said'* 
on Monday an England — 
Germany final in next year’s 
European Soccer Cham- 
inonship would be a dream 
come true. 

Vogts, who replaced Franz 
Beckenbauer as German boss 
after the 1990 World Cup, 
arrived in En^and on Mon- 
day on a tour of hotels in 
preparation for next June’s 
fin^. 


JALLAD GROUP 

( Caterpillar Dealers ) 

requires 

Manager in West Bank / Ramallah 

Education: University degree (preferably in Engineering) 

Age: Over 35 years 

Professional Experience 

Around 10 years experience in Earthmoving Equipment, Management. 
Strategic Planning, Marketing. Rnance and After Sales Services and 
repair practices. 

Essential Qualities: 

- Excellent command of English. 

- Excellent communication and interpersonal skills. 

- Abirrty to direct, develop, implement plans and objectives as well as 
monitor marketing and sales activities. 

- Conversant, in computers. 

Remuneration ; Salary plus bonus. 

A permanent residence permit in the West Bank or Gaza is a 
valuable asset. 

Please send CV's to 

1. M. Ezzat Jallad 5 Fills P.O. Box 1 10208 Beirut - Lebanon 

2. Jordan Tractor & Equipment Co. P.O.Box 313 (i ' 118) Amman - Jordan 


CINEMA TEL 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Kevin Costner 
in 

WATERWORLD 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:30, 10:45 


CINEMA 


TELa»238 


PLAZA 


Nadia Al Jundi, Farouq Fishawi 
and Mahmoud Hamideh 
in 

A Woman Who shook 
the Throne of Egypt 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


Italian 
amateur 
banned 
until 21st 
century 

POIENZA (R) — An Ita- 
lian amateur soccer i^yer 
has been banned until the 
year 2000 for repeatedly 
kicking a referee who 
showed him the red card. 

Giovanni Pecoraro, who 
play^ for Re^ Calvello in 
a Basilicata local league in 
southern Italy, was banned 
on Monday after being sent 
off in the second half of a 
match agaunst Pietrapertosa 
on November f9. Cal- 
vello lost 2-1. 

Tbe ^>ori^ judge’s re- 
port, banning him until 
November 18, 2000, said 
the player had ‘‘first 
sbout^ abusive language at 
the referee and then Indeed 
him r^ieatedly.” 


Jansher keeps on winnmg 

« 


DOHA (R)— Jansher Kh^ 

sti^ght from winning the 
Pakistan Open on Simday, 
opened his bid for * 

international tournament ti- 
de witb a win over Anstralian 
Byron Davis in the first 
Taaad oi the Qatar Intei^ 


world, beat fifth seed Chris 
of England 15-12 15- 

16 15-8- „ 

-Thfe i$ my best vm yet, 
said Jensen, who was oonsi- 
^ered veiy unlucky not to 
nake the Australian Worid 
Qj 3 ]gpi(mship team In Cairo 











1 B 1 




1 




I « ^ ' t ' w 1 1 1 1 > . < 








■ in 

a If y 





--r 

m 

i 


t'lur 








L1IEM 


iju'-a II I ■tiri 







FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, living room, dining 
room, sitting room, 2 balconies, telephone, central 
heating, 2 car parking. Located at Shmeisani- 
Engineers Housing. 

. For more Information call ownerTel: 641113, 642291 


FOR RENT 

Fully furnished penthouse deluxe roof with open 
terraces overlooking Amman. 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathroorns, large kitchen, large sitting & dining hall 
with family sitting room & fireplace, telephone line 
available & car parking, 

Nice location in Shmetsanl. 

For information please call 678501 after 2 om. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WTTH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH H1H5CK 


FORTUNE FAVORS THE BRAVE 


fiuth vuInL-ruble Wt«t doola. 
NORTH 
A875 
9A KQ9 
OAK 
4QJ74 

WEST EAST 

*AK93S a64 

V7S4 0862 

OO<M0 09754 

.»K8 *10632 

SOUTH 
«QJ10 
V J 10 3 
08632 
A A9S 

The biddine* 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 
U Dbl I’nw INT 


Paw 9,\T 
Tam 


Pom Past 


Opvning lead. Three * 

In bndgQ. a.«i in chu-w. ihc winner 
I? oficn the player who i.<: ,*iblc lo 
project the play further ahead This 
h.-ind. from n tuum match, an 
L*xamplc »r what we menn. 

Al both tables the final conira<;t 
was three no truoip. reached on 
ideniic.il auctions Ruth's one-no- 
trump ri.'hpon-H; to thu ukeoui c.iu- 
hie ‘.hows Home 8-10 points 
alihnu«h It RiiRhi he ^llchlh• fhad- 
ed where the upeninf; hid is une 
sfKirfe North is full v.ilui- for the 
jump to same. 

The three of 9pade^ was the open- 


ing lead, won in the clmwd hand. 
iVith the king oT club!) maiiced with 
'Vest for the opening bid, both 
declarers looked for greener pas- 
tures than a club rinesse. They 
started by running four rounds of 
beartsr- 

At one table West discarded a 
□ lamoiiii on the fourth heart. 
Dpfbrrrcashed thesce and king ^ 
diamonds, then threw West oo lead 
with a iipade. After taking four 
tricks in the suit. West was ftnted 
»• load away from the king of clubs- 
into the combined major lenace to 
give declarer two tricks in the suit 
und the contract. 

Thu iiiher We«i saw the endpUy 
iMnung, and discarded the eight of 
clubs on Che bn hearu On the ace 
and king of diamonds West followed 
with the j.ick and queen. To declar- 
er. it looked as if West's last six 
Birds were four spades and K x of 

j i' tried for the some 

endpl.iy by exiting with a spade 
tri-ni dummy A relieved West took 
four spadf.'s and a diamond to earn 
Bjusi n.-w.nrd 


CiN’EMA TEL- 677420 

CONCORD 


CONCORD "1” 

Nadia Al Jundi. Farouq Fishawi 
and Mahmoud Hamideh ...in 
A Woman Who shook the Throne 
of Egypt 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6. 6:15, 10:30 

CONCORD “ 2 ” 

Sylvester Stallone.. in 

assassins 

Shows: 3:30. 6, 8:15, 10:15 « 


ammoun theatre 

'lEiL: 618274 - 61S275 


MUSA HIJAZIM 
“ Sumaa” 
in 

HI Citizen 

daily at 8:30 p.m. 
Written & directed by 
Mohammad Shawaqfeh 


Nabil & Hisham's Theatre 

TEL: 625155 


In view of the travel 
of the actors abroad 
the theatre is closed 
until further notice 
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’ Bosnian ruling will not damage small clubs' 


BRUSSE15 (R) — soccer dubs wili not suffer if the 
Etfop een C surt of Justice eocepts advice to outlaw the 
pteyex wnrfw syaens, Bdgian lawyer Jean-Uic Oupon 
said 08 Monda)'. ^ 

-No^ to fornj to disappear,- uid Dnpon, the lawyer 
for Belgian ^yer Jcaa-Man: Bosmaa who has asked 
EuropetB Unioa’s coun of justice to decl^ EurMean 
focoo’s transfer system and limits on forci^ pliyers 

, court com dedde on a tranHoonal period (to a 
, more open S 3 fA^) of five years," Dtqion said at ibc end of 
a Eozt^pean Pariiameat oonvenoon on ^>ort. 

-An end to dubs orgamsng the market would be best for 

everyone," be added. 

Carl Otto Ixaz, one of tbe European eoun's advoates- 
lenfeal (legal advisers), bas recommended that the court 
nde die oransfer system breaks £U law on freedom of 
(Dovement for workers. 

But UEFA, tbe qxirt's goveming body in Europe, toU 
tbe convention that Letiz’a recommeiKlacions, if aeoepced 
by the. court, could create a two-tier system of dubs. 

Small dobs, ndnefa rely heavily on transfer payments, 
fear they will go under in a free market. 



"Football is not just about the big dobs and tbe great 
Stan but also about the tbousanch of dubs and the 
hundreds of thousands of players at eveiy level across tbe 
length and breadth of the continent," the presidentt of the 
49 national soem assodatiofts in UEFA said in a tetter. 

The letter dtomiised Lena's proposal of safeguarding 
smaller clubs by redtotributing a percentage of all dubs' 
income. 

"flbc advocaie-gaeral's) proposed alternative — 
fends should be tMistribut^ with nothing in return ~ is 
am^y unworkaUc," it said. 

Monday's convention had no legal bearing on the court 
.decision, which is expected eariy next year. 

Bosnian's case began in 1990 wto FC liege of Belgium 
blocked bis proposed transfer to French elub Dunb'rk. 

Liege later su^iend^ Bosnian who is now seeking 
damages <rf about $1 million from UEFA and the Belgian 
soccer unioo, daiming he was unofficiatly bladcUsted after 
suiting the court case. 

FIFa has expressed eoDcen that European Union 
countries would be left out of step with the rest of the world 
if the &tropean court accepted Lenz'i adrice. 


Tunisia 
top African 
soccer 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — 
Manihly AlHcaa aaeeer raak- 
fegs reknaed by the Imenta- 
tioaal FootbnU FcdcratfM 
fflFA). 

1. Tnnkia 11. Senegal 

2. Egypt 12. GtdM 

3. Nigeria U.SeulhAftfea 

4. GhM 14. Ztebabwe 
5 « Ivor ylS. Gohoo 
CaMi Id. Zalie 

6. Zambia 17. Stem Loom 

7. Morocco IS. Ugaada 

8. CaacrooBl9. Tanxania 
9.. Algeria 26. Mozamhl- 
16. Man gue 


France’s Tapie 
given jail term 


Pkjjs *jt JOTa 


DOUAI, France (R) — A 
Fkcadi apocals court iem> 
efloed ex-Marseillc soccer 
bom Benaxti Tapie on Tuea- 
to eaghi moBtha in prison 
wifli another Id wmotfa iw- 
pended aad declared htos in- 
digOde for pnbtie office for 
three yean. 

71m senience, on chanes 
of tnatA -ri g gio g god intenm- 
fflg with witnemea, was the 
fint prison Lena 
■g*«"** the ox<AiBet minia- 
ter adio has been declared 
baukfup c and faeea ahom of 
other lawidts over his cd- 
lapaed busaeas empire. 

But T^ie, who haa said he 
nms tesri&ed of gocM to pria- 
on, immediately made a new 
tppcai to the s n p regM eomt 
(oonr de carnation) that wiD 
pul off any jail lenn. Legal 
aonroei said the court would,, 
take between eight and 18 
months to rule. 

The flamboyant T^e, 
who bas rigging the 

1993 game b e tw een hk for- 
mer European champion dub 
MaiaeiUe aad VaienacBnes, 
joked as he entered the 
court, in the northera toom of 
Douai. Bat he was grim as be 
lefL 

-f believe ev er yone will 
jut^ what ei^t in 

prtoOB mean compared with 
UO.OOO francs ($50,000) 
^vea for a soccer game with- 
out my kaowte^,** be said. 

His lawyer appealed 


agaiDSi tbe verdia on ted^ 
mcalities. 

JCs immunity from as a 
member of tbe French 
national assembly will be 
lifted aotomatically if tbe 
f t ipretnc conn eonnnns the 
vodtet. But it was not im- 
mediaiely dear if hto imnnni- 
iQr at a member trf be Euro- 
pean Paritomem could still 
protect him. 

The delay could allow 
Ta|rie to turn to his next 
project Eunring m a film 
w prize-winning director 




The eoiitt jacqnes 

MriKrir, Tapae's former col- 
league in a sodalisT-led 
cabinet, a one-year sns- 
pended jail sentence and de- 
clared him ineligible for pob- 
Be offiee for two years. 

MeDick was eonvirted of 
lying to provide Tapte with 
an aKbi from accQSSoons that 
he interfered with a witness 
to cover the matsh-riggmg 
scandal. 

Tapie had been sentenced 
by a lower court to a year in 
jaii with another year soa- 
peaded for bribing playeis of 
rival league team Valenden- 
oes to lose a game shortly 
before Mandlle was to feoe 
AC Milan in the 1993 Euro- 
pean final. 

Manealle won both games 
1-0. The betaldim the 

downfell of both Tapie. who 
has been declared bankrupt, 


Bc ri 'd Tapie, fbcBcr FfenA burineanaaB and polU^i, 
ieelts hk waSA as he feares the appteh oomt of Douai, 

Northern Ftanee €■ Tbmday. Tapie rccchcd a SBkewe of eight 

meashe fo Ja& (Renters jHattii 


aad Mafseille who have been 
downgraded to tbe second 
division. 

Justice has not finished 
with tbe rags-to-ikhes-to- 
ragx Topic, once a protege of 
socialist fonner Presroeot 
Francois Mhterraad and who 
was dted as an example of an 


enterpriong qnrit for young 
peo^. 

He faces more lawsuits for 
fraud and tax evasion in con- 
nection with his ooD^ised 
business empire, and a pnbe 
into slush fonA allegedly 
used by Maxseflle to rig other 
games. 


Cantona breaks string of no-score matches 


Oakland Ralderx q oar ferfanck Vinee Evans lathefirsthriferAA'NFLganielnSanDkgo 
trks to p ecor e r fak oompoeore after bring (Reuters photo) 
mAed by San Diego Chai^gen terile 0*Ncri, 

Chargers win field- goal battle 


SAN DIEGO (R) — John 
Carney kicked four field 
goals and Dwayrw Harper 
^ three interceptions as the 
San Diego Oiaigeis defeated 
the Oakland Rridcra 12-^ 
Monday in tbe fint NFL 
game without a tonefado wn in 
more chan a year. 

Caniey booted field goals 
of 39. 24, 28, and 38 yaidrar-- 
^jbe Obaigeia (3-7) handed 
me Rridera (M) a rare Mon- 


day ni^t loss. 

Oakland, which played 
without starting quarterbade 
Jeff Hostetler, fell two gaii^ 
behind the Kansas City 
Chtefr in the AFC Western 
Division. 

The last NFL coniea in 
whiA neither team reached 
the end zone was November 
- 20. 1994. when tbe Arizona 
Cardinals edged Ac Phi- 
ladelphia Eagi^ 12-6. 


Harper joined Stevon 
Moore as Ae only players 
wiA three interceptions in a 
game Ats season. The record 
a four, last done by Kansas 
Giy's Deron Cherry in 1985. 

Oakland's offence, led by 
40-year-old Vince Evans, en- 
ter^ Ac game averaging 3d7 
yjuds per game but commit- 
ted four seoond-balf turnov- 
ers and was limited to 28S 
yards. 


LONDON (AFP) — Eric 
Cantona refound his scoring 
boots to salvage a point for 
Manchester United at a fren- 
zied City Ground, but New- 
castle iwere the night's only 
winners. 

Frank Clark's men looked 
to be hanging on for Aree 
points after 20-year-old Paul 
McGregor mariced bis full 
debut wiA a dream goal in 
Ae 19A minute. 

United had wasted a cata- 
logue of chances, wiA Andy 
Cole and Ryan Giggs — wtao 
hit the post when clean 
Arough — the most culpAle. 

But in Che 67A miiuite 
Cantona, who had gone six 


games sriAout scoring — tbe 
worst of bis United 

career — since returning af- 
ter his enforced nine-monA 
absence wiA a spot-kick 
equ^iser against Uverpool, 
repeated the dose. 

It was the Frenchman who 
was feUed from behind by 
Steve Chectle after be 
seemed to have lost control 
of a pass by substitute Paul 
SAoles. 

Forest protested furiously 
when referee KeiA Cooper 
instantly pointed to tbe spot, 
but tbe Scottish defender had 
undoubtedly made contact 
and Cantona ignored tbe 
jeers A stroke confidently 


home. 

Scfaoles and Andy Cote for 
United, and Ian Woan, Colin 
Cooper and substitute 
Richard Irving for Forest, 
could have won it before Ae 
end. But Ae home side's 
defensive resilience meant 
they at least deserved to ex- 
tend their unbeaten home 
league run to IS games, while 
United were more Aan worth 
a draw. 

United's one-touch inter- 
play left Forest chasing sha- 
dows, and after Nicky Bun 
fired just wide Cole should 
have put Aem Aead A Ae 
lOA minute. 

Butt linked with Ryan 


Giggs — operating, like Can- 
tona, wiA a roving brief — 
and bis perfectly-wei^ted 
pass found Cole's an^d run. 
the 7 million man failing to 
beat Mark Crossley. 

After that start it was 
something of a surprise to see 
Forest go ahead with their 
first real attack. 

United went to sleep as 
Cooper carried the ball for- 
ward after a free-kick, and 
somehow allowed his to 
readi Howe via two pairs of 
lep. 

Gary FalKster, at least, was 
alive to tbe danger, but 
although be slid m to deny 


Howe a shot it fell perfectly 
for McGregor to side-foot 
home from 12 yards. 

McGregor, who came off 
Ae benA A score Forest's 
UEFA Cup winner against 
Lyon last week, might have 
had a second 12 minutes la- 
ter, meeting.. a driven free- 
kick Stuart Pearce but bead- 
mg just too high, before Un- 
ited picked up the baton 
again. 

Cantona volleyed wide af- 
ter a delightful flick by David 
Beckham left Pearce a spec- 
tafor Bixl Aen Aot outside 
Ae oAer post, before the 
best opening of Ae half went 
begging. 


EXPERIENCE THE FREEDOM OF CHOICE 


AT THE SEAFOOD MARKET 


From JCPeriney To You 
A GhpistFRQs Gift 








Fresh I'lsh flown 10 %'our table at ifie .'Vndalu.Ma' hroiii At: >ejU>r»J .Market.'- oi Dulxti .md Lomlun, Fucte Grand 

II — Aniuian will be .-^ning the W’idc'j -leienion of IrcNli fish in jonkm t'uropcan da&bK's 

yT such Dover Sole and Dublin Bay prawns :.hare space w'lih ihe rich liarvesi of 

^ llammour and Red Snapper from (he wanii waters (he Gulf. Whether y«iu want ii 

\ }{ril)ed, poached, fried or baked, our t.hcfr. will prepare yiiur disli to order - and 

i \ whaCs more sa\our Ae flaiours «jf c>ur 10 diflers'ni sjuce.s ict perfei .1 your choice. So 

j Iroit: (he 30A of .November VuU are welcotrie (ii chiiti.se yfiur .se-afLu.>J from (he 

ICC iTf.ilIcv u'ri^i (I and v.vll * v«ik M |«*‘-( ii»e way you like' 

0 FORTE 
GRAND 

AMMAN 

I'O li;!'.' V-nloii Id Fjx '/ id li 67 tJ(»1 

FffiM G rind »fic (J MW Mw hatete A Rfsora rn me Enc( 

C!h« ^ejwW* tfVVWrf U# MSWltor, Oamacai0.L« Mittten 

VUiinen C ine A Fcirtu Grnnd Pjn*rTufls 

7u{t'>c'LM>/unicn t^/lir/ftllirt* 


The JCPenney Ghpis^rr^a^Caralog 
Ac Shop The World Direct 

JCPeriney 

Shop nijw tor Ghjpi^^rnQ^ rroirs (he re^i c.ii.ilni: in the world 


V^piU) 

Eur OrderLrg Bjt CaaliSj.. 
Fast Delivery By ARAMEX... 


T^A84687 Fd*6fl745l A-n-iva- . j.?ii3r. c*(cw FtuoOftlWja 
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‘Aqaba suffered more from the media than the quake’ 

Untrue reports of damage cut deep into tourism business^ hoteliers complain 


By Paay Henderson 
/ojdaii 77ine$ jR^rter 


AQABA Tourists mi]] 
around, the port is as busy 
as ever, shops are opened 
and business is as usual in 
Aqaba, six days after a 
strong earthquake 
epicentred about 110 
Idiometres into the Red 
Sea from here that shook 
the Middle East from 
Lebanon to Sudan. 


Damage in Aqaba 
wrought by the earthquake 
was minimal compared to 
the quake's ma^tude — 
.in Aqaba measuring 6.1 :On 
the Richter scale — and 
was grossly exaggerated. 
Minister of Tourism AbduJ 
Dah Khatib said. 


"Aqaba was the least 
affectM in the legioo, " 
Mr. Khatib said. Ihe cen- 
tre of the quake was fer 


from most populated areas 
in the region. 

Since the quake, 
nimoms have abound con- 
oerning the extent of dam- 
age, tmt both Mr. Khatib 
and Aqaba Regional Au- 
thority President Fayez 
Kbasawneb said that the 
reaction was over- 
exa^erated. 

panic and fear 
among dtizens wasn't justi- 
fied,” said Mr. Kh^w- 
neh, "but they also weren’t 
able to get adequate in- 
formation. The Israelis 
were transmitting live and 
(firect (from Eilst), udiere 
things were much worse, so 
people were making 
assumptions.” 

The areas most affected 
were low areas close to the 
beach, • he added, which 
naturally iodudes sevet^ 
hotels, and excludes most 
residential areas. “Bat 


even (in areas near the 
beach) damage was mild 
and most was non- 
stncrural — fallen panels 
and broken glass. The sand 
and water helped absorb a 
great deal of the shock.” 

“We did not find any 
homes that needed to be 
evacuated,'’ be said. 

Public fodlities such as 
water and electric supply 
were not disrupted by the 
quake; nor were the tber- 
maJ power plaat or fertiliz- 
er complex damaged, 
which are derigned mth a 
mechanism to shut down 
automatically during such a 
situation. 

*‘lbese were die things 
that posed the most immi- 
nent danger,” Mr. Khasaw- 
neb said. “U the Did (wa- 
ter) line bad broken, the 
damges caused by it would 
have far exceeded that 
caused by the earthquake 


ilscif." 

The series and intensity 
of the aftershocks that fol- 
lowed the quake were 
“comforting,” Mr. Kha- 
sawneb add^, because it 
showed that the stored 
energy being dissipated was 
up to three times the ener- 
gy disdpated betv^n 1969 
and 1995. 

A main concern in 
Aqaba was the earth- 
quake's affect on the tour- 
ism industry, the town’s 
mdnstay. *n^ is the first 
year dnce the Golf crisis 
most hoteliers wmild start 
the low season without a 
loss, said Simon Kbouri, 
proprietor of Aquamar- 
inas, 1, n and IQ, but the 
“bad advertidng” in die 
press has put them back to 
square one. 

Aqaba hoteliers assailed 
the press for exaggerating 
the dtuation, frightening 


not only residents of the 
town but also tourists. 
“The damage that we sus- 
tained from poor media 
coverage outweighs that 
which we sustained from 
the actual quake,” said 
Abdul Aziz f^bariti, man- 
ager of the Cora! Beach 
Hotel, who spoke to jour- 
nalists on behalf of Aqaba's 
hoteliers. 

He added that be in- 
tended to sue local papers 
for reporting that his bote} 
had suffered the greatest 
damage. ”I have superficial 
damage.” he said, pointing 
to veri^ cracks in the 
Coral Beach dining room. 
“Some glass was broken 
and some marble tiles fell 
off the wall, but (there was) 
no structural damage.” 

“The problem is that 
we've cancellations,” 
he said. “We had an Au- 
stratian charter cancel 


cause it was reported tbst 
SO per cent of the beds in 
Aqaba were (not avaiiaUe) 
b^use of the quake.” 
Among the Aquamarina 
hotels, Mr. Khouri said 
that at the outset of the first 
half of low season (Nov. 
20-Dec. 20). he bad 45-55 
per cent reservations in his 
hotels, but since the eartii- 
quake, one hotel has drop- 
ped to 12 per cent. “I don’t 
think our hotels will reach 


25 per cent (capadty) next 
month.” 


Mr. Khouri said that he 
estimates physical damage 
to his faot^ at JD 150,0(w, 
but puts his loss of buriness 
as a result of cancellations 
through February at JD 
500,000. 

“All these tourists are 
rerouted to Amman,” he 
said. “So Jordan d^o’t 
lose, but Aqaba does.” 
According to Mr. Kabar- 


iti, only two hotels in 
Aqaba have been closed 
down. The Aqaba Hotel 
has dosed 12-14 rooms, but 
its chalets remain cmen, 
and the Mirimar closed af- 
ter an exterior staircase 
pulled pipes and elec^c 
wiring away from the build- 
ing. 

'The swimming pool and 
ni^tdub at Aquamaiina I, 
which extends over the wa- 
ter, maintained damage 
cammed from water pressure 
underneath the structures, 
•but t^ hotel remains open. 
“Hotels in Aqaba, by law, 
are built to witiistaod a 
(quake of a ) magnitude of 
at least seven,” be said. 

Tlie last major earth- 
quake and the first sden- 
tificaliy recorded geoph- 
yrical movement in ^ re- 
ffoa struck the area in July 
1927. It measured 6 on the 
cutter scale. 


Ekeus 


reports 


progress 
in Iraq 


mission 


BAGHDAD (R) — United 
Nations arms contra envoy 
Rolf Ekeus said on Tuesday 
be bad made some process 
in a second round of tedmkal 
talks witii baq on getting a 
frill accoanting of Baghdad’s 
weapons of mass destruction. 

Mr. Ekeus. head of U.N. 
Special Commission (UN- 
SCOM) told reporters in 
Baghdad in his second day of 
a visit here that his talks 
“centred on technical issues 
in aQ wcuqKms areas.*’ 

“I think that there has 
been some go^ progress to- 
day,” he dedined to elabo- 
rate. 

He said he is going to meet 
Iraq's De^ty Prime Mnister 
Tareq Am later on Ibesday 
for a tiiird -round of talks. 


Mr. Ekeus, a former Swed- 
ish diplomat, held a second 
round of talks with Oil Minis- 
ter Amer Rasheed 


He said be would stay ou in 
Iraq as long as necessary, but 
UN sources said be couM 
leave as early as Wedensday, 
Mr. Ekeus arrived in the 
Iraqi capital on Monday 
saying he would discuss “aU 
files” — nuclear, tnlogical, 
and cfaemkal weapons as well 
.as ballistic missiles — on his 
latest mission. 


He is preparing his Decem- 
ber rep<^ on Itm's disarma- 
ment for the U.N. Security 
Council, which decides 
whether to maintian or.ifft 
economic sanctions imposed 
after Iraq invaded Kuwait on 
August 2. 1990. 

week be said Baghdad 
bad declared that the 
weapons of mass destruction 
“were destroyed secretly as 
they were priced secretly 
... however, we have no 
proof that these weapons 
have been destroyed.” 


Mr. Ekeus has accused 
Baghdad of hiding part of its 
germ warfare and chemical 
weapons arsenal as well as of 
resuming imports of equip- 
c^t to make misales but 
without informing UN ex- 
perts. 

Under U.N. resolutions 
ending the 1991 Gulf war to 
free Kuwait, Iraq must des- 
troy its nuclear, biolo^cal, 
chemical and looge-range 
ballistic we^xins, and hand 
over all details about them 
before the oil embam can be 
lifted. 


Mr. Ekeus last week 
toured Gulf Arab states part- 
ly to raise funds for UN- 
SCOM, vdiich risks running 
out of money by early next 
year. He de^bed the tour 
'*as helpful for all, indnding 
for Iraq,” but declin^ to 
elaborate. 

At its regular review ear- 
lier this montii, the Security 
Counefl maintained sanctions' 
after 1^. Ekeus isaied a re- 
port in October accusing 
Baghdad of hiding informa- 
tion. 


Iraq's Foreign Minister 
Mohammad A1 Sahaf told 
AFP on Sunday that Iraq 
would cooperate with UN- 
SCOM but urged Mr. Ekeus 
to set a quick deadline for his 
team to finish its work and 
, recommend a lifting of 
tions. 


■ - ■ 
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ARAFAT MEETS BARAK: Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat and the new Israeli forei^ minister, Ehud Barak, 
meet early Tuesday at Barcelona's Ray Juan Carlos Hotel in their first encounter after Mr. Barak was 
appointed foreign minister on Thursday. Both Mr. Arafat and Mr. Barak were attending the European- 
Mediteirapean conference In Barcelona that ended on Wednesday (see page one) <AFP photo) 


Egyptians go to polls today amid 
opposition complaints of abuses 


CAIRO (Agencies) — The 
Egyptian opposition and hu- 
man rights activists com- 
plained on Tnesday of serious 
abuses likely to ensure the 
ruling party a sweeping vic- 
tory when Egyptians vote for 
a new parliament on Wednes- 
day. 

Government ministers 
have repeatedly promised the 
elections will be free and fair 
but ministries have for weeks 
been using the state media to 
trumpet toe achievements of 
President Hosni Mubarak, 
head of the ruling National 
Democratic Party (NDP). 

Police have arrested elec- 
tion agents and toe govern- 
ment has rejected any form 
of externa] monitoring or any 
procednre to prevent the tra- 
ditional practice of stuffing 
ballot boxes with unused 
votes at toe -end of4he day. 

Hisham Mubarak, a hu- 
man rights activist and mem- 
ber of a newly aeated local 
committee to monitor elec- 
tions, said toat reports his 
group has received from 
several constituencies in 
Cairo proved violations in the 
registration of votera. 

"In several cases, we found 
names of voters who were 
regi^red in several polling 
stations, something which 
only NDP candidate could 
do b^use of their influence 
on local officials,” he added. 

The supreme administra- 


tive court rejected on Mon- 
day an appeal by the goven>- 
ment a^nst an earlier ruling 
cancelling the registration 
13,518 oot-of-town voters in 
one Cairo district where a 
minister is running as a candi- 
date. 

Opposition parties say this 
case, where toe new voters 
were registered en masse 
within one month, was only 
toe tip of an Iceberg and toe 
same has taken place else- 
where. 

Muslim Brotherhood 
spokesman Mamoun A1 
Hodeibi said police were con- 
ducting “mass arrests against 
our delegates who were to 
have obMTved the election 
count.” 

The arrests "prove that the 
government wants to cheat in 
the elections,” Mr. Hodeibi 
said. 

He said 600 Brotherhood 
delegates had been detained 
in various regions across 
Eg:^ while others had fled 
tiieir homes to escape police. 

“It seems the gKweinment 
decided to cheat agunst oar 
candidates because it knows 
toat we .constitute the main 
political opposition force,” 
said Mr. Hodeibi, who is 
himself running in toe vote. 

The Brotoetoood and its 
ally, toe Labour Parly, have a 
total of 244 caixfidates in the 
race, according to a latest 
count. 


Adding candidates from 
toe Libera Party, with which 
the two groups are cooperat- 
ing. there arc some 307 mem- 
bers of the Islamic trend run- 
ning for the 444 seats in 
pailiamenL 

"Wc represent for the gov- 
ernment a real danger be- 
cause if we have 150 dele- 
gates (in parliament), tii^ 
will have to take care. But if 
we're only 10, that won't 
bother them mudr,” Mr. 
Hodeilri said. 

But Mr. Hodeibi refused to 
speculate on toe outcome of 
Wednesday's elections, 
saying: “I can't predict any- 
thing because that depento 
on toe extent of toe fraud. 

“If none of our candidates 
is elected that would mean 
the fraud was' 100 per cent.” 

The Egyptian government 
has turned down several de- 
mands by international and 
local groups to monitor toe 
elections, toe founh rince 
President Mubarak came to 
power in 1981. 

Interior Mtnhter Hassan 
A1 Alfi told the government 
newspaper A1 Ahram on 
Tuesday international moni- 
toring would violate E^tian 
sovereignty. The jutfida^ su- 
pervised the elections, so 
there was no need for local 
monitoring, he said. 

But Ibr^im Abaza, assis- 
tant secretary-generaJ of the 
libera] Wafd Party, disputed 


this claim. 

jHe said that out of 27.000 
polling stations, judges would 
be present in only 1 ,800 main 
ones, while toe rest would be 
under the control of police. 
"This is where most of the 
rigging takes place, and not 
in main stations,” be said. 

“It makes no sense to talks 
of sovereignty, because toe 
government itself has sent 
observers to monitor elec- 
tions in South Africa, Algeria 
and Tanzania. So. why do we 
accept monitoring there and 
not m our own country?” he 
added. 


Abdul Hamid A1 Chazali, 
a Muslim Brotherhood candi- 
date in Cairo, said the low 
turnout in dries also opened 
the door wide for tte practice 
of ballot rigging. 

In major cities the turnout 
has never exceeded 20 per 
cent, and since the law 
not require voters to sign 
their names after voting, it 
will be easy for the election 
officers, under NDP press- 
ure, to vote for those who do 
not show up, be said. 


“Egypt is one of the few 
places where toe dead and 
absent can vote. When there 
is nobody around, simply put 
a xick in front of toe name 
and a ballot paper in toe box. 
This way the turnout goes up 
and the same for the tWP 
votes,” Mr. Chazali said. 


Top Algerian general assassinated 


PARIS (Agencies) — A 
senior Al^nan army general 
has been killed by aimed men 
near his home in an Algiers 
piburb, the first general slain 
in the dvil war, informed 
sources here said Tuesday. 

General Mohammad 
Boutigfaane, head of the 
Algerian army’s coast gnard 
{^rations, was killed Mmi- 
day evening near his home in 
Hydra, an area where a num- 
ber of embassies and army 
chiefe' homes are located, 
they said. 

The sources said it was the 
first slaying of an Algerian 
general since dvil war broke 
out between toe government 
and opporition klamic fun- 
damentalist militants after 
tile caooellation of elections 
in January 1992. 

No group has yet daimed 
responsibili^ for toe attack, 
Gen. Boutighane, who was 
bom in 19^, was trained 
notably in the former Soviet 
UaioD. and bad been a milit' 
ary attadie in Rome. 

In September, General 


Ben Ali, a senior defence 
ministiy figure, suffered se- 
rious leg injuries in an attack 
to Algiers. A number of 
other senior army officers, 
but not geoer^, have been 
killed in toe unrest. 


The attack follows pr^ 
idential elections in Algeria 
this monto boycotted by fun- 
damentalists, in which Presi- 
deot Liamine Zeroual won 
over 61 per cent of toe vote. 


fied. 

The group, which in 1992 
launch^ toe conflict with toe 
army-backed authorities that 
has cost 40,000 hves, has 
u>peared split since the pres- 
idmtial elutions drew a bi^ 
turnout and returned Mr. 
Zeroual to five-year term in 
office. 


elections the authorities 
scr a pped when they looked 
poised to win, starting tte 
conflict. Mr. Kebir is the 
group's spokesman in 
Euro|X. 


FIS plays down rift 


A leader of Algeria's Isla- 
mic Salvation Front (FIS) 
sought on Tuesday to play 
dom a public rift within the 
group over how to react to 
toe country’s newly elected 
president. 


"Some media inside and 
outride Algeria have ex- 
pHaited toe statement issued 
by the parliamentarian mis- 
sion in reaction to brother 
Rabali Kebir's letter to 
General Zeroual and have 
given it misplaced imerpreca- 
tions,” Mr. Haddam's siate- 
awnt said. 


But Anwar Haddam. in a 
statement sent to internation- 
al news organisations from 
Watoington, maintained toat 
his critidsm of remarks by. 
fellow ns figure Rabafa 
Kebir wfaidi appiured to rec- 
ognise Mr. Zeroual was justi- 


“Our statement has only 
.one goal, that of confinning 
the known positions of toe 
nS’s ^nuine line which were 
voiced by FIS President 
Abassi Madani and bis depu- 
ty Ali Belhadj." he added. 

Haddam, based in 
WashingtOQ. leacte a group of, 
FIS members in exile who 
stood for parliament in the 


Mr. Kebir sent a letter to 
Mr. Zeroual shortly after he 
was elected addressing him as 
“Mr. President,” an apparent 
recognition of the legitimacy 
of the elections. 

FIS leaders inside Algeria 
have said they are conrider^ 
ine a unilateral truce in the 
fitting against the govern- 
ment. 

But analysts say it is not 
clear if the group's political 
leaders stiU control militant 
guerrillas. Since 1992, FIS 
has also been edtpsed in the 
fitting by toe Armed Iria- 
mic Group (GlA). 


The group's original lead- 
ers, Mr. Madani and Mr. 
Belhadj, have been in jail in 
Algeria since 1992, althou^ 
the authorities have opened 
political contacts with them 
m prison. 


llth-hour shift 


in security cost 
Rabin his life’ 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — A last- 
minute diange to seenrity 
plans may have allowed the 
assassin of prime minister 
Yhsdiak Rabin to get within 
inches of his target on the 
night of tiie murder, the Jero- 
saknn Report said Thesday. 

The state inquiry set up 
after toe murder to investi- 
gafo seenrity failings by tiie 
Shin Beth intenal seenrity 
services will have to find out 
whether Mr. Rabin was left 
with only two bodyguards be- 
cause the others unaware of 
the change of plan were still 
waiting in the crowds. 

Or^nisers said the origmal 
plan was to let Mr. Ralnn and 
former Forugn Mnister Shi- 
mon Peres mingle among the 
crowd at toe Tel Aviv peace 
rally on Nov. 4, acoordmg to 
the magazine. 

Bat it was changed at the 
last minute because ■ the 
100,000-strong crowd was too 
large and aimamed security 
officials thought it would be 
too dangerous, said the 
magazine which appears ev- 
ery two weeks. 

Instead Mr. Peres de- 
scended toe stage first vir- 
tually unprotected and Mr. 
Rabm foDowed with only two 
bodygua^. 

A^esin Ylgal Amir fired 
three bullets at the late prime 
minister, two of whiefa hit 
him, whOe toe third struck a 
bodyguard. 

He bad mingled near to 
Mr. Rabin's car pretending to 
be among the security party, 
and then tried to confoK 
police by shouting that 
shots were blanks. 

Police meanwhile pulled in 
a third rabU for questioning 
on Tuesday in investigations 
into the assassination. 

Rabbi Nahum Rabinovitefa 
from toe Maalc Adumim set- 
tlement just east of Jerusalem 
was told to report to Petah 
Tikva police station. 

PoIk% said be was sos- 


Bnt Mr. Rabinovitefa de- 
nied having issued the edicts 
and told journalists Mr. 
Rabin’s mnnier had bera “an 
extremely serious set.*' 

Di the past he called on 
settlers to “place mines under 
IsraeU army conVoys if they 
are called on to dismantle the 
Jewish settlements” in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Two other rabbis, Shihiiri 
Dvir, from Kannei Ttzur set- 
flemeut in toe West Bank, 
and David Kav, from 
Asbdod, south of Tel Aviv, 
have already been questioned 
twice cm SumJay and Monday 
following Mr. Rabin's assas- 
siDatioD. 


Assassin Amir, and hb 
brother Hagai, aiio is sus- 
pect of coQq)lidty in the 4 
killing, have said toey were 
“very influenced” by rabbis 
before the murder. 

Police also released three 
members of toe right-wing 
Eyal gro u p to wl^ Amir 
bad links. Tb^ bad been 
held for tainwg part in a 
bizarre televised initiation, 
ceremony on Mount Herzl in 
Jerusalem. 

Arieh Oran^, 20, from 
Jerusalem, Eran Ozalvo, 23, 
from Hebron and Moshe 
Herrenfeld, 18, from Haifa 
where placqd under house 
arrest and banned from 
^Tcaldug to journalists after 
being held for seven days. 


HQ of militants is 
in England - Alfi 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt 
stepped up its critidsm of 
Britain on Tuesday as In- 
terior Minister Hassan A1 
Alfi said in an interview tiiat 
London was home to the 
beadquaiters of Egyptian ex- 
tremists. 

“The information centre of 
Eg)rptian tenorists is located 
in Briuin.” General Alfi told 
the government dally AJ 
Ahram. 

“Th^ terrorists are active 
on British soil where they 
hold meetings and give 
orders for missions. They are 
continually moving to and out 
of London and all the attacks 
have been planned from out- 
side” Egypt, Gen. Alfi said. 

He reputed a warning to 
countries harbouring fugitive 
militants, saying: “These 
countries will be burned by 
the fire of terrorism, just as 
some of them alreadv have 
been." 


for international cooperation 
against te rror i sm since toe 
Nov. 29 bombing of its 
embassy in Pakistan, whiefa 
left 17 dead and more than 60 
injured. 

Gen. Alfi pointed a finger 
at Britain for toe first time on 
Thursday, accusing it of har- 
bouring two 'of the seven top 
leaders of toe armed Jihad 
group and giving political 
asylum to one of them. 

On Monday A1 Ah ram said 
Britain had become the “land 
of a^lum” for militants, list- 
ing six reported to be resi ding 
there. 

“Egyptian officials have 
held meetings with their 
GiMnteTparts in various coun- 
^es and we gave them the 
information we have,” Gen. 


He called on the world 
community to '‘address 
cisively these murderous 
mercenaries who threaten 
mankind, 

‘T do not believe the world 
communion can aoc^ con- 
sidering a murderer as a poli- 
tical refugee,” Gen. A4fi 
said, referring to the political 
asylum Egypt says some nrili- 
tants enjoy in Europe. 

. Egypt has Stepped up calls 


The minister also lashed 
out at the Muslim Brother- 
hc^, accusing them of im- 
plication in the Pakistan 
bombing. 

“They claim to be inno- 
cent. But in reality it’s quite 
the opposite and their actions 
prove it. Does Islam permit 
for example, the crime in 
Pakistan?” he said. 

. “According to the informa- 
tion we have, toe Brother- 
hood 1 $ behind all toe terror- 
ist movements in Egypt and 
in several Arab countries ” 
Gen. Alfi said. 



Indian government 
asked to explain 
mail delays 
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peered of giying his blessing 
to Mr. Raimi's murder, 
referring to obsolete Jewish 
edicts, for “selling off” 
“Greater Israel.” 

Under the first decree 
known as “dbi lodef’ it is 
considered self-defence to 
Idn a tyrant threatening the 
Jewito people. 

The second known as "din 
mosser” authorises the mur- 
der of any person endanger- 
ing the Jews by giving outsid- 
ers infoimatioo of Jewish 
prope r ty. 


"new DELHI, IiKfia (AP) 

ff AmericaDS think their 

postal system is “snail 
mail.” consider this: 
Millions of letters mailed 
in Ai^ in India still have 
not been delivered. A strike 
by thousands of postal 
sorters working in trains 
that carry the mail has 
delayed delivery across toe 
nation. Mail bags have 
piled up at post offices and 
people are seething with 
rage. One of them has filed 
a public interest lawsuit in 
toe New Delhi High Court 
After a hearing Monday, 
the court demanded ao 
explanation from postal 
'authorities within two 
weeks. In April, the gov- 
enunent stopped paying 
overtime to postal wori^, 
which led to the backlog * 
Greetings mailed in 
October during the major 
Hindu festival of Diu^' 
are still lying in sacks. The 
mountaio of mail is expea- 
ed to grow higher wito 
Christmas around the ax- 
oer 
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Teachers injured 
in tussle over 
outdoor toilet 


BEIJING ( AP) — Fanners 
and teachers came to blows 
recently in a feud over an 
outdoor latrine next to a 
preschool near the east- 
central city of Nanking. Li 
SlnloDg, brother Li Shishea 
and his son. who was not 
named, allegedly anadted 
the women teachers on 
Nov. 17 after they tried to 
prevent the' men from dig- 
ging the outdoor toilet just 
five metres from tbeir 
school, the newspaper 
Xinhua Daily said in a 
repon seen in Beijing 
Tuesday. Such latrines, 
commoD in toe Chinese 
countryside, generally are 
just pits in the ground sor- ^ 
rounded by low walls and 
the teachers feared their 
charges might .wander 
inside and get hurt The 
report said that three of the 
teachers involved in the 
fracas were still hospi- 
talised more than two 
weeks after the attack with 
broken bones and interoaT 
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injuries. 


China to ban 
market cheats’ 
lever scales 


BEUING (R) — A 2,500 
year-oid tradition will 
come to an end in the 
Chinese coital this week 
when a law banning the use 
of lever scales takes effect, 
kicking off & nationwide 
drive, toe China Daily said 
Tuesday. The ancient scale, 
a long graduated stick sus- 
pend^ from a siring with a 
basket at one end and a 
sliding weight at the otber. , 
is widely used in free mar- 
kets — and has long been 
used to cheat customers 
who cannot easily monitor 
how it works. Some con- 
sumers have fought Mck 
by carrying their own 
pocket spring scales when 
sboppmg in street maite s. 
Respootong to consumer 
complaints, officials 
vowed in 1994 to replace 
toe lever scale wito state- 
approved electrical balance 
and spring scales withifi 
three years to standardise 
market practices, the news- 
paper said 
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Indiana woman 
gives birth to 
quintuplets 



INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — 
It’s a boy and a gift ... And 
n girt ...And a girl ... And, 
yes. another girl. Connie 
I-oisch delivered toe quiO’ 
tuplets after taken ferity 
tl^gs. She gave birth thie^ 
months early. The moib**' 
and newborns were “dfflng 
well,” Dr. Lynda Smin 
said. TTie father,* Jan 
Loisch, said be was 
relieved “It all became a 
reality when / beard tBUi 
first baby girl ciy.” The 
Loisches already have one 
son. 
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